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Artists display clay
creations at Lake Miona
Recreation Center.

NATION/WORLD NEWS

s

The Associated Press

TRUMP PUTS
IMMIGRATION
RAIDS ON HOLD
FOR TWO WEEKS

President Donald Trump post-
poned an immigration sweep
aimed at deporting people living in
the U.S. illegally, including families,
saying he would give Congress
time to work out solutions for the
southern border. A14

NATION & WORLD
REPORT

Nation: After a financial
struggle, the Wounded Warrior
Project is back to seeing
growth in donations for its
mission to help those injured
while serving after the Sept. 11,
2001, terror attacks. A16

World: Protesters in Hong
Kong ended their overnight
siege of police headquarters
Saturday, disappointed that
their demands for withdrawal
of a contentious extradition bill
have not been met. A2

Florida News A5

DE Lottery A4
Local News C1
M@ World News A2
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The News :
Mick Jagger

Jag(fer, 75, appeared healthy
Friday night as the Rolling
Stones launched a delayed
North American tour at
Chicago’s Soldier Field.

National News, A3
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SPORTS, B1

Villages SC Earns a Win

LOCAL, C12

Rescue do
enjoying life as
a performer.

A DAILY SUN SPECIAL REPORT

L

A New Wave
Of Cruise
Options

VILLAGES RESIDENTS AND ENTERTAINERS
EMBARKING ON THEMED EXCURSIONS

By KRISTEN FIORE
Daily Sun Senior Writer
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If you think it’s a party when
Rocky and the Rollers play in
the Villages, you should see how
theyrock the Caribbean.

Bart Henkle, of the Village
Rio Grande, is one of the 800
people who usually embark on
each of the popular Villages
entertainers’ Rockin’ cruises,
which take place three or four
times a year.

“The entertainment is incred-
ible,” Henkle said. “When you're
at sea, you get two shows a day.
There are dances in the evening.
It’s big time entertainment from
the’60s and ’70s.” : i

Villages residents like Henkle
are part of the increasing
number of adults 55 and older
who are swapping long plane
rides for leisurely days at sea,
but there’s a new trend brewing
in the water: themed cruises.

The truth is, thousands of

Villagers follow local enter-
tainers like Rocky and the Rollers,

In 2018, 16.8 million people

Please See CRUISES, A6 embarked on a cruise from
a Florida port, a 4.4 percent
increase from 2017.
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Grab a cup of coffee, find a comfortable
seat and dive into this edition of
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took one giant leap
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all your favorite teams.
Plus news from Golf
Central. Section B

the final season of
“Legion”on FX. Plus six
pages of color comics.
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of sports and exercise
activities in the water.
Section C

and family having fun
and marking milestones
nearby. Section D
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with Villagers and
others as they explore
the world. Section E

Plus: Musings from
local poets. D7
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CRUISES

Continued from A1

Scooter the DJ and Johnny
Wild and the Delights from the
squares to the seas each year, as
well as pursue other interests
onboard a cruise ship, contrib-
uting to what has become an
industry-wide travel trajectory.

Tracey Codd, franchise
owner of Expedia CruiseShip-
Centers, including the one in
Colony Plaza, said Expedia
Cruises has seen more than
five times the passengers on
themed cruises already in 2019
as compared to 2018.

Expedia Cruises offers a
number of themed cruises,
including Rocky and the
Rollers’ “Rockin’ Cruises.

“We offer all of the major
cruise lines and there are
approximately 20 million
cruisers a year,” Codd said.

“Themed cruises are growing
rapidly in popularity.”

Themed cruises offer a space
for people with niche interests
to get together and celebrate
those interests, whether it’s a
genre of music, an era, a sport,
aculture or an activity.

“I think a themed cruise
provides guests with a unique
opportunity to choose to
participate in an activity they
enjoy while they are cruising
on the high seas,” said Greg
Lovelace, director of marketing
and business development at
Port Tampa Bay. “It’s like a
vacation within a vacation.”

Villagers have been known to
cruise with their favorite bands,
celebrities and sports players
and even enjoy Halloween, disc
golf, pickleball, cooking, wine-
drinking and charity cruises.

Onboard a Rockin’ cruise,
Henkle and his fellow cruisers
attend sock hops, prom nights
and private concerts featuring
not only Rocky and the Rollers,
but acts such as The Shirelles
and Gary Puckett & The Union
Gap.

Village Palo Alto residents
Mark and Marcia Adams
hopped aboard the Legendary

Rhythm & Blues Cruise and
jammed until dawn, while
Kathy and Lou Peters, of the
Village of Caroline, played
water games with their favorite
former and current Steelers
football players on the Legends
of Pittsburgh Cruise.

Because themed cruises are
coordinated by varying enti-
ties — private organizations,
travel agencies or cruise lines

— it is difficult to calculate just
what percentage of cruises are
themed, but it is a trend that is
definitely gaining popularity,
according to Doug Wheeler,
president and CEO of the
Florida Ports Council.

“We’ve seen a shift in the
past decade where travelers
want to invest in experiences
rather than buying new things,”
Wheeler said. “Cruise lines
continue to increase ‘onboard
experience’ offerings and
themed cruising taps into this
movement combining an expe-
rience with a relaxing vacation.”

Themed cruises also give
individual travel agencies an
exclusive product for clients to
enjoy, according to Codd.

“Villagers love to travel in
packs, so it really works well,”
Codd said. “It’s a big business
in The Villages. It’s an incred-
ible market and an incredible
opportunity for them.”

Those who go on themed
cruises enjoy an indulgence in
a hobby or interest on top of a
vacation.

Cruising is also just a more
convenient way to travel for
many people.

“I think they like that every-
thing is packaged together,”
said Jane-Ellen Greenwood, a
travel consultant with Green-
wood Cruise and Travel, which
offers Scooter the DJ’s Scooter
Cruises. “People generally take
a bus from The Villages. It’s a
little bit safer, and you don’t
have to travel completely on
your own.”

And Villagers are in a good
location to enjoy cruising of any
kind, at only approximately 90
miles from Port Tampa Bay and
100 miles from Port Canaveral.

J"; "3 ;._."

The Disney Dream embarks from Port Canaveral on a 3-night Bahamas cruise. From Mickey
Mouse to Malt Shop Memories, themed cruises are a booming industry.

Andit’sno secret that Floridais
the world leader in the cruise
industry.

In 2018, 16.8 million people
hopped on a cruise that
embarked from a Florida port,
a 4.4 percent increase from
2017, according to Wheeler.
The state is home to the top
three cruise ports in the world,
and the state’s seaports account
for nearly two-thirds of all U.S.
Cruise embarkations.

In fact, more than half of
cruise passengers worldwide
sailed from a Florida port
in 2018, according to Greg
Lovelace, director of marketing
and business development at
Port Tampa Bay.

“According to the Florida
Caribbean Cruise Associa-
tion, the cruise industry is the
fastest-growing categoryin the
leisure travel market,” Lovelace
said.

The interest in themed
cruises among people 55 and
older has positively impacted
business for local travel agents,
aswell as the cruise industry.

The travel trend is popular
with retired people because
they have more time to enjoy
life and pursue specific inter-
ests, according to Greenwood.

“(Interest in themed cruises)
has grown quite a bit,” said
Greenwood, of the Village of St.
James. “I've been here for six

Daily Sun staff

years, and in the last six years,
it’s probably quadrupled my
business.”

Traveling in groups goes
hand in hand with themed
cruising. Groups anywhere
from 10 to 100 embark on
themed cruises, Greenwood
said.

Codd said more often than
not, people tell her that on
themed cruises, they don’t even
have to get off the ship if they
don’t want to.

In fact, many cruisers are
beginning to prefer themed
cruises.

“I like them because you get
the entertainment that you
want,” said Village of Osceola

Hills resident Karla Millsap,
who has been on several blues
music cruises. “The music
is pretty much 24/7. I think
they’re so much better than
going to a festival, because you
have the convenience of going
back to your room or having the
good food.”

Travelers can also embark on
themed river cruises.

Chuck and Marsha Solms,
of the Village of Bonita, have
been on two classical music
Amadeus River Cruises.

“Our two passions are golf
and classical music,” Chuck
said. “I like river cruising, but
my wife would rather be on a
big cruise ship. So that’s why we
picked a themed cruise. It gives
us some direction. Certainly
other cruises are nice, but I
think we would get bored. A
themed cruise gives you some-
thing to do besides the usual
things.”

On the cruises, they went
to music museums, listened
to maestros give lectures and
attended various recitals.

“It was just wonderful
because all of the entertain-
ment onboard the ship and all
of the excursions off the ship
had to do with classical music,”

Marsha said.
There’s also a sense of
community on themed

cruises that is not as present
in a regular cruise. Because
passengers of themed cruises
are surrounded by others with
similar interests, there’s some-
thing to bond over and talk
about.

“You develop a camaraderie
with everyone, because they’re
there for the same reasons,”
said Village of Liberty Park
resident Fran Kilroy, who
enjoyed an Irish-themed cruise.

“They’re usually very friendly. If
it’s something you can partici-
patein, like dancing, that really
helps.”

Kristen Fiore is a senior writer
with The Villages Daily Sun.
She can be reached at 352-753-
1119, ext. 5270, or kristen.fiore@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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For Many,
Cruising Is More
Than a Vaeation,
ICs a Liflestyle

By KRISTEN FIORE | Daily Sun Senior Writer

For some people a cruise is a vacation, for others it’s a way of life.
Jill Kohler has been on 116 cruises. “The most cruises I've been
on in ayear was 10,” said Kohler, of the Village of Polo Ridge. “And
it’s always at the last minute. Sometimes I learn about it on a
Wednesday and I leave on a Saturday.” Kohler is originally from
New York City and started cruising in the early ’80s.

She’s been to the Baltic Sea,
Russia, Alaska, Scandinavia,
the Panama Canal, the Carib-
bean, Mexico and more.

She even tried out a themed
cruise, an “oldies cruise” that
featured pop music stars from
the ’50s and ’60s like Neil

Submitted photo
Jill Kohler, of the Village
of Polo Ridge, has been on
116 cruises, from the Baltic
to the Caribbean.

Sedaka, Petula Clark and Jay
Siegel.

“Every vice that you could
possibly have can be satisfied
on a cruise,” Kohler said. “If
you like to eat, there’s plenty of
food. If you like to nap, go back
to your room. There are water
activities. There’s dancing.
Whatever you have an interest
in, it’s available.”

In Florida, Kohler finds
cruising a convenient way to
travel. Seniors in Florida get
discounts, and there are plenty
of ports to choose from.

“You unpack and pack once,”
Kohler said. “You’re not living
out of a suitcase. You don’t
have to carry around luggage
from hotel to hotel. On a cruise,
you empty it and you're free.
All your meals are prepared.
You don’t have to look for
restaurants.”

For Sue Hughes, it’s all about
Disney.

She took her first Disney
Cruise when her son graduated
high school in 2000 and has
been on 16 more since then.

To Hughes, the Disney
cruises have a theme and a
quality of service that you can’t
get anywhere else.

“While sunning on their
private island of Castaway
Cay, everyone can see the ship

We ee%leaa/(/y want to thart:

¢ Coach Richard Pettus and the entire VHS Coaching Staff
i The entire VHS Football Team
i The faculty, staff, and students of The Villages

T

across the beach,” Hughes
said. “I really appreciate not
having to tender to the island.
To top it off, a sand sculpture
of the ship awaits your arrival.
Entertainers are everywhere
and make the five-day trip from
Vancouver to Hawaii seem like
abreeze.”

Although people may expect
a Disney Cruise to be just for
kids, there are plenty of adult-
only areas, and a lot of the kids
are in groups doing organized
activities, according to Hughes,
of the Village of Osceola Hills at
Soaring Eagle Preserve.

“They just do it right for
whole families,” she said.

The dining rooms change
themes every day and Hughes

Submitted photo
Sue Hughes, of the Village of Osceola Hills at Soaring Eagle
Preserve, stops for a photo with her granddaughter, Madelyn,
and a statue of Donald Duck on the Disney Dream.
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gives the décor an A-plus.

“When I get on the ship, it
feels like when I walk in the
parks,” Hughes said. “The
stress just drains from
me. Other cruises just
don’t compare.”

Others keep cruising to
support a cause.

Donna Fenster, of the Village
of Silver Lake, has been on the
Buckeye Cruise for Cancer
every February for the past
12 years.

The cruise helps raise
research money for cancer, and
2,500 to 3,000 people go on it,
according to Fenster.

Local Quality Results without the Higher Rate
A‘ FHA - Conventional * Reversae Mortgages

28 Dy Clonings
Locwl Apprivisars

indHouss Mroceasing &

Underevriting

Retirermamt Ba e

Speciulin

We are extremely grateful to have such tremendous support from many family
members, friends, and residents of The Villages® Community.

We have been deeply saddened and truly devastated by the loss of our son, Joseph.
He was a dear, respectful son and a loving brother, as well as a friend to many.

His warm heart, infectious smile, and sense of humor brought such a bright light
into our home. His enthusiasm for life was contagious. The joy he brought to us
will never be forgotten.

Thank you to those that have shared fondest memories of Joseph. We have always
been proud of him and with these memories, we are even more proud today

Love, The Machado Family

Charter High School
The Morse Family
Beyers Funeral Home

Father Mark Wajda and the St. Paul’s Catholic

Community in Leesburg

Cody Hills & The Villages Daily Sun

Ramshackle Café

BB&T Bank Family

Boston Lobster Feast Family
Publix Family

The countless number of friends and family that
dropped everything to fly in and mourn

together with us.

GOD BLESS YOU ALL

The Joseph Machado Scholarship Fund has been setup in memory of Joseph Machado.

Two $1,000 Scholarships will be awarded to two students each year.
In honor of Joseph’s memory, you can send donations to the Buffalo Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 492160,

Leesburg, FL 34749 and include Joseph Machado Scholarship Foundation on the memo line.

Submitted photo
Donna Fenster, right, of the Village of Silver Lake, has been
on the Buckeye Cruise for Cancer every February for 12 years.
The fundraising cruise features former Ohio State athletes.

The cruise also includes
former Ohio State athletes who
interact with the passengers.

The camaraderie and the
good cause is what keeps
Fenster going back year after
year.

“You know the people,” she
said. “It’s casual and there are a
lot of hugs. It’s a lot of fun. The
same people go on the cruise
year after year.”

Kristen Fiore is a senior writer
with The Villages Daily Sun.
She can be reached at 352-753-
1119, ext. 5270, or kristen.fiore@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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Villages Performers
Take Shows To Sea

By KRISTEN FIORE

the band. “They see us on the
squares, at Katie Belle’s and

who are having a good time
with us regularly.”

Matchett said on the band’s
cruises, which are weeklong
annual excursions usually
in April, the group tries to
put on shows that the fans
haven’t seen before. They

Rocky and the Rollers
started performing
on their own cruises
15 years ago and

now take three or
four cruises each
year, with 800 fans

Daily Sun Senior Writer at Savannah Center. To me, add new material, do special on each cruise.
cruises are all about creating
new experiences for the folks Please See NEXT PAGE Submitted photo

Villagers will follow their
favorite local entertainers
anywhere — from the tropical
Caribbean to chilly Alaska.

Thousands of Villagers hop
on a ship with Rocky and the
Rollers, Johnny Wild and the
Delights and Scooter the DJ
eachyear as they embark away
from the squares for some-
thing extra with their highest-
ranking fans.

And since the cruises are
themed around the bands, fans
enjoy private concerts, interac-
tion with band members, new
content and more.

Rocky and the Rollers

It all started when Gerry

“Rocky” Seader started rockin’
the Caribbean about 15 years
ago.

Seader, founder of Rocky
and the Rollers, used to work
on cruises and noticed there
weren’t a lot of events on the
ships.

“There was nothing going on,
so I came up with the ideatodo
Rockin’ the Caribbean,” Seader
said. “We started doing it here
in The Villages. There were
about 400 people and 350 of
them were Villagers. It just
started growing from there.”

Now Seader takes fans on
three or four cruises a year
with 800 people attending
each cruise. His cruises, which
include popular music groups
from the ‘60s, go to the Carib-
bean and to Alaska. In 2020,
the cruise will go to Australia
for the first time.

Rocky and the Rollers
cruises are now exclusive with
Expedia CruiseShipCenters.

“Sowe don’tjust get Villagers,
we get people from around the
world and around the country,”
Seader said.

This helps bring awareness
to The Villages, according to
Seader. Non-Villagers notice
all the Villagers on the ship
and wonder what The Villages
is.

“After they find out, they
come visit,” Seader said. “I
know of a few who have bought
houses because of it.”

The Rocky and the Rollers
cruises also feature other acts,
such as The Shirelles and Gary
Puckett & The Union Gap.

There are numerous shows
and five themed dances per
week, including a sock hop and
aprom night.

“When we do the prom night,
we pick a king and a queen,
and on most of the cruises I've
done now, people will come
up to me afterward crying,”
Seader said.

Seader remembers one
woman who said she never got
to go to her high-school prom
because her husband had to go
to Vietnam. Attending prom
night on the cruise was a sort
of do-over for them.

“Our cruises are sometimes
a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity for people,” Seader said.

“A lot of people are reliving
their youth and doing a bucket
list at the same time. I think
that’s kind of neat and what’s
so different about themed
cruises.”

Bart Henkle, of the Village
Rio Grande, has been on six
Rocky and the Rollers cruises
and is booked for a seventh in
November.

Henkle said he’s been to
the Caribbean about a dozen
times, and by the time the ship
reaches the third port, he’s not
always interested in getting off
of the ship.

“Having stuff to do on the
ship is great,” Henkle said. “I
just enjoy every member of the
band. The piano player works
out every day on the ship
and so do I, so we’re always
doing treadmills and weights
together because we eat so
much on the ship.”

Though the next Rocky and
the Rollers cruise in November
is mostly booked, the band has
two cruises in February that
are on sale now. To sign up,
visit the Expedia Cruise Ship
Center at 313 Colony Blvd. in

The Villages. i Ty
Autd'Pay (checks home banking or deblt card only) &.paperfree blllmg req’-d:App'|||'e§ onw'io acc6'l’|t holder aged
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Submitted photo

Johnny Wild and the Delights take annual cruises with their most loyal fans.

Continued from Previous Page

dedications for the people
who are on the cruise and host
themed dances.

“The people who come on
the cruise are like VIPs to us,”
Matchett said. “We hang out
with them and get to know
them alittle better. They see us
at dinner. It’s like creating an
extended family, almost. This
offers the chance for anyone
who wants to get to know us a
little better.”

On his most recent cruise,
Matchett did a full, unplugged
set in the cocktail lounge.

“We had the power go out on
the (The Villages town) square
once, and the sound system
wasn’t working,” Matchett
said. “We still had time left to
kill, so I grabbed the acoustic
guitar and had the audience
sitting around me as I played,
and people really responded
to that, so I tried to recreate it
on the ship.”

So Matchett did an acoustic
sing-along on the cruise, and it
went really well.

The intimacy of the experi-
ence is abig part of the draw for
everyone.

It’s also a good change of
scenery for the band, Matchett
said.

“It’s kind of like a vacation for
us at the same time, and that’s
areally big help in a year when
we’re so busy and playing so
frequently,” Matchett said.

“This allows us to take a trip
but also to do something that
celebrates the band with our
closest fans.”

Allen and Marijane Sunnock,
of the Village of Ashland, have
been on two Johnny Wild
Cruises and enjoyed the
band’s private concerts and
friendliness.

[ B = H n
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“You can interact with them,”
Allen said. “My wife and I were
going to do zip lining, and we
were sitting down waiting
and there were two people
next to us who were with the
band. They took a video of us
zip lining and emailed it to us.
That’s the kind of people they
are. It’s really fun spending
time with them.”

Johnny Wild Cruises usually
have 75 cabins available. To
book a Johnny Wild Cruise
or learn more, visit AAA Lady
Lake at The Villages at 955
Bichara Blvd.

Scooter the DJ

Michael Miller, also known as
Scooter the DJ, said he likes to
make his cruises like summer
camp.

Before leaving for the cruise,
Miller holds what he calls a
bon voyage party at Evans
Prairie Country Club or some-
where else with a breezeway.
People receive Scooter Cruise
shirts, and Miller tries tolearn
everyone’s name.

On board, cruisers enjoy
private Scooter dance parties
and dinner with Miller.

“In port, we tell them where
we will be for dancing after
they shop for a while, and we
usually hit a Margaritaville or
Sefior Frog’s and dance like
kids again!” he said.

There are also scavenger
hunts and other surprises.

“We hope people get positive,
fun experiences from going
with us,” Miller said. “We’ve
had several people come
on multiple cruises with us
and can’t wait for our next
ones. I see my former Scooter
Cruisers on the squares
dancing and always point them
out.”

AUTHORITY HOME SOLUTIONS 352=351-3642

352-347-9317

St. Mark the Evangelist
7081 S.E. Hwy 42, Summerfield
www.stmarkrcc.com

Announcing:
“One Body in Christ”
International Mass

’ ﬂ.

Sunday, September 22nd - 10:00 AM

If you can speak and/or read a foreign language,
we would like your assistance is preparing for this Mass.
We are hoping to have “multiple” readers at this
special Mass, in as many different languages as possible.

If you are interested in participating in this first ever
International Mass, please contact Francine Di Scala
at 352-408-9687 or email at fdiscala@stmarkrcc.com.

Betty Salas, of the Village of
Duval, has been on two Scooter
Cruises.

“I like them because they’re
very organized,” she said. “It’s
all-inclusive and they literally
take care of everything. All I
have to do is show up.”

She also enjoys the gregar-
ious atmosphere on the cruises.

“They’re alot of fun and very
personable,” Salas said. “It’s
not like you go on the cruise
and they abandon you or send
you off on your own. There’s a
lot of camaraderie. I've met a
lot of great people through the
cruises.”

The next Scooter Cruise is
in March 2020. Miller said he
usually takes 80 to 100 people,
and the cruise is currently
halfway booked. Learn more
or sign up online at green-
woodcruiseandtravel.com or
by calling 352-633-7118.

Kristen Fiore is a senior writer
with The Villages Daily Sun.
She can be reached at 352-753-
1119, ext. 5270, or kristen.
fiore@thevillagesmedia.com.

FREE

SEMINAR

FRIDAY, JUNE

Limit one
session per
person.

&P

RSVP

814-461-5614

Submitted photo
Scooter the D] dances with fans on a recent Scooter Cruise. He says he likes to make his
cruises like summer camp. His next cruise is scheduled for March 2020.

MILLHORN

ELDER LAW PLANNING GROUP

Complimentary Seminars Held In Or Near The Villages® Community

Things You Need to Know About Estate Planning
4th Thursday of the month, 4pm

The Villages Public Library at Belvedere
325 Belvedere Blvd., The Villages, FL 32162

Learn About:

* Nursing Home Benefits
* Changes to Florida Law
* Wills

¢ and much more!

¢ VA Benefits

¢ Probate Avoidance
e Trusts

* Guardianships

Questions and Consultations are ALWAYS Complimentary

11294 US Hwy 301, Oxford, FL 34484
3251 Wedgewood Lane, The Villages, FL 32162

352-753-9333 www.MillhornLaw.com

THE SKINNY ON FATTY LIVER

INCLUDES BREAKFAST
& LIVER ULTRASOUND

Liver damage is silent, but
not to us.1in 4 Americans
are affected by this growing
epidemic. Many people
have Non-Alcoholic Fatty
Liver for years before they
know it.

9:00 AM

3367 WEDGEWOOD LN

THE VILLAGES, FL 32162 Johnny White, MD

MAINTAIN YOUR BRAIN

INCLUDES BREAKFAST
& MEMORY ASSESSMENT

Serious cognitive changes
can develop in your brain
years before you experience
symptoms of memory loss.
If you are 50 years or older,
annual memory testing
should be routine.

10:30 AM

3367 WEDGEWOOD LN

THE VILLAGES, FL 32162 h
Ruth Piano, ARNP

Routine screening for early diagnosis gives you
a greater chance of benefiting from treatment
and more time to plan for the future.

BIOCLINICA
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Villagers Reeall
Themed Cruise
Experiences

If you have a specific interest, you can probably find a cruise for it.

Mark and Marcia Adams, blues lovers from the Village Palo Alto,
went on a Legendary Rhythm and Blues Cruise, while classic
movie lovers Pam and Joe Walker, of the Village of Piedmont,
enjoyed a Turner Classic Movie Cruise. Former Pittsburghers
and lifelong Steelers fans Kathy and Lou Peters, of the Village

of Caroline, partied with former and current players on the
Legends of Pittsburgh Cruise, and David and Jeanne Young, of
the Village of Polo Ridge, went to prom and enjoyed ‘50s music

on the Malt Shop Memories Cruise.

LEGENDARY
RHYTHM &
BLUES CRUISE

Marcia and Mark Adams, of
the Village Palo Alto, have
been on a few traditional
cruises, but eventually got
bored with them.

“You can only eat, drink and
sunburn so much,” Marcia said.

“Itjust wasn’t for us.”

But then they found out
about the Legendary Rhythm
& Blues Cruise and Keeping
the Blues Alive at Sea.

Mark and Marcia are blues
lovers and the founders of The
Villages Blues Society, so the
theme was right up their alley.

The cruise features 35 to 40
blues bands and seven nights of
non-stop entertainment.

“There are tons of musicians
and they’re right there with you
on the cruise, eating breakfast
with you,” Marcia said. “And
then there are jams all night,
sometimes until morning,”

The couple said they enjoy
the cruise for more than just
the blues music, however. It
also gives them a place to meet
other blues lovers.

“We’re all on the cruise for
the same interests,” Marcia

said. “We’re all there with that
commonality, and we talk it all
the time. Consequently, people

all lifestyles

CALL

IN TH AGES

SMTER

SENIOR
LIVING

— Kristen Fiore, Daily Sun

on the boat talk to each other

and interact with each other

more on the boat than on a

regular cruise, because we do
ave the same interest.”

GO ON THE CRUISE

Cruise line: Holland
America Line

Dates: October 2020

To book: Bluescruise.com.
Prebooking starts July 25.
Dates, ship and itinerary
will be announced Tuesday.

Submitted photo
Kathy and Lou Peters, of
the Village of Caroline, are
lifelong Steelers fans who
went on the Legends of
Pittsburgh Cruise.

delivers the carefree peace of

Max Gersh | Daily Sun

Mark and Marcia Adams, of the Village Palo Alto, have gone on a few music cruises, including the Legendary Rhythm and
Blues Cruise. The cruise features 35 to 40 blues bands and seven nights of entertainment.

LEGENDS OF
PITTSBURGH
CRUISE

Kathy Peters, of the Village
of Caroline, was scrolling on
Facebook one day when an
advertisement for the Legends
of Pittsburgh Cruise came up.

Intrigued, Kathy showed
her husband, Lou, and he said,
“Let’s go.”

So Kathy and Lou, origi-
nally from Pittsburgh, booked
the cruise, a “tailgate-at-sea
vacation”that features both
past and current players from

Please See NEXT PAGE

Sumter Senior Living

mind you or your loved one needs
and wants all in one place.

FREE ACCESS to amenities in The Villages® community

Pet-friendly community with on-site dog park

SCHEDULE A TOUR AND ENJOY LUNCH ON US!

Continuum of care including Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care
allowing residents to age in place

Luxury resort-style amenities including gourmet, all-day restaurant-style
dining, full-service bar, and robust daily activities and events programming for

Open and airy studio, and one- and two-bedroom apartment homes
Dedicated and professional team with more than 50 years of combined experience

TO LEARN MORE
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By Dlscovery Senior Living

MEMORY CARE

@ Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Owned and operated by Discovery Senior Living.
(./ Void where prohibited by law. Assisted Living Facility License #12227. ©2019, Discovery Senior Living, SSL-0076 4/19
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1490 Killingsworth Way

The Villages, FL 32162
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with the Freedom Guardian.

Get help
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this button

This newest advancement in medical alert
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and a simple touch screen so you can get
protection at the press of a button. Enjoy these
benefits and more with Medical Guardian!

* No Long-Term Contracts

* GPS/WiFi Location Tracking

*100% U.S. Based Monitoring Centers

* Protection at Home and On-the-Go

+ Text-to- Calendar 3-Day
Speech Alerts & Local
24/7 Emergency Messages Reminders Weather

Protection when and
where you need it!

Call 1-800-864-7104 Today
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v FREE 1 Month Service

v’ FREE Lockbox ($25 value)
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the Steelers.

“Itwas a chance to meet semi-
famous people we admired for
so many years and who brought
so much fun into our lives,”
Kathy said. “You could not live
in Pittsburgh in the ‘60s and

“70s without becoming a huge
fan.”

The cruise featured cocktail
parties at which the cruisers
could meet the players and
listen to the players’ stories,
cannonball and belly-flop
contests, beach parties and
beach “Olympics.”

“Each player had a team, and
they’d take a mix of kids and
older people,” Kathy said. “It
was very family-oriented.”

All of the entertainers on the
cruise were from Pittsburgh, as
well.

“It was very eclectic,” Kathy
said. “There was just all kinds
of stuff going on, and the players
were more than happy to stop
and take pictures with you.”

Kathy and Lou got to meet
playerslike JuJu Smith-Schuster
and retired star Rocky Bleier.

The couple has been on two
of the cruises and is booked for
athird one in 2020.

GO ON THE CRUISE

Cruise line: Royal
Caribbean Cruise Lines
Dates: Feb. 17-21, 2020
To book: visit legendsof
pittsburghcruise.com or
call 877-381-5553

MALT SHOP
MEMORIES CRUISE

Jeanne and David Young went
to a travel show at Savannah
Center, and the grand prize was
a trip on the Malt Shop Memo-
ries Cruise.

“I said to my husband, ‘I want
to win that,” and I did,” Jeanne
said. “We went together with
another couple that had signed
up for the cruise.”

The cruise was entirely

Bad fall can’'t keep me down! &=

Submitted photo

TURNER CLASSIC
MOVIE CRUISES

Joe Walker, of the Village
of Piedmont, enjoys classic
movies so much that he shows
them in his driveway. He

invites neighbors to come,

watch the movie and have
popcorn and wine.

Walker and his wife, Pam,

have been on four Turner
Classic Movie Cruises and are
booked for a fifth this year.

The cruise organizers
arrange for movie stars from
the era of classic movies to
come on the cruises, and
Walker has met and talked
with stars like Margaret
O’Brien, Diane Baker and
Shirley Jones.

> Breaking News | Photo Galleries | Videos o~

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/vdailysun

“It’s awonderful experience if
you’re a classic movie fan like I
am,” he said. “We’ve met prob-
ably 30 big-name stars on the
cruises we’'ve been on.”

In 2016, Kim Novak was on
the cruise, so the cruisers sat
and watched Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “Vertigo.”

“I walked out after the movie
started to get something to
drink, and Kim Novak came
out of the theater,” Walker said.

“I told her she was great in the
movie and she planted a kiss on
me!”

Alex Trebek usually does
the trivia games on the cruises,
and Walker described him as
friendly and down-to-earth.

The cruises are held on
Disney ships and include a
stop at Disney’s private island,

GO ON THE CRUISE

Cruise line: Disney

Dates: Oct. 22-27, 2019

To book: This cruise is sold
out. Join the waitlist at
tcmcruise.com

Castaway Cay.

Walker said that he’s met
other movie lovers through the
cruises and enjoys seeing them
each time he goes.

“We like it because it’s more
than just a cruise,” Walker said.
“It’s an opportunity to meet
these people we’ve seen on the
silver screen from the golden
age of Hollywood.”

Jeanne and David Young dressed up for prom on the Malt
Shop Memories Cruise. They've traveled on 20 cruises.

‘50s-themed and featured

entertainers like Frankie
Avalon, Chubby Checker, The
Drifters, Sonny Turner, The
Coasters and more.

The cruise had dances,
including a sock hop, prom
night and a dress-up night
for Halloween, since it was in
October.

The cruise also features
Q&A sessions with the artists
onboard, panel discussions and
hosted game shows.

“We got to sit with the
Drifters and interact with the

entertainers on the cruise,”

Jeanne said.
There was an Elvis
impersonator night, and

(&

]

#HipFracture #feelingwhole

Trust the () Experts

Life is unpredictable. When an emergency happens, you can feel confident knowing
the area’s orthopedics experts are nearby. Whether it’s an unexpected fall, sudden

chest pain, stroke symptoms or any other emergency, Marion County’s most trusted

impersonators from around

the country came and sang as a

panel of judges scored them.
“We’ve been on 20 cruises

and they were all really nice,

but this one was so special
because it went back to the
‘50s,” Jeanne said.

GO ON THE CRUISE

Cruise line: Holland
America Line

Dates: Nov. 2-9, 2019

To book: This cruise is sold
out. Join the wait list at
maltshopcruise.com.
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Clubs That

Cruise Together
Stay Together

By KRISTEN FIORE | Daily Sun Senior Writer

Sometimes when you travel, it’s good to bring along a familiar face
— or 60. Many clubs and neighborhood groups venture out of their
recreation centers and villages for an adventure at sea. Members of
the resident Disney-lovers club, Mickey’s “Fan”atics, have gone on
a Disney cruise every year for the past eight years and are booked

for a ninth in December.

“Our club is so large that
people get to know each
other better through smaller
groups,” said club President
Debbie Winters, of the Village
of Country Club Hills. “The
cruise is really magical
because people who have been
on the cruise a bunch of times
like showing the newbies
around. We know the cruise

ship as much as we know the
parks.”

Winters said 40 to 60 club
members usually attend the
cruise. They dine together and
bond at the swimming pool,
bars, private night club, adults-
only restaurant and Disney’s
island, Castaway Cay.

They interact with the char-
acters, go to the spaand enjoy a

pirate dress-up night.

The whole thing is just more
fun with a group, Winters said.
They have shirts made and play
Secret Santa, since the cruise
isaround Christmas time.

“A lot of friendships have
really developed because of the
cruising. So when they get to
the meetings, they know each
other better,” Winters said.

Members of a dancing group
also have strengthened their
friendships by taking a cruise.

Susan and Mark O’Brien,
of the Village of Polo Ridge,
are the leaders for the Social
Dancing on the Squares group.
They went on a cruise with
club members in February
and are planning another one
for next February.

“We try to make sure that it’s
still a cruise for them,” Susan
said. “People don’t want to goon
acruise and work. So on sea days,
we teach classes in the morning
and the afternoon. It becomes
almost like aworkshop.”

When they weren’t dancing,
the members had dinner
together and went on various
excursions.

Please See NEXT PAGE

Kristeen Kilgore
and Debbie
Williams,
members of the
Social Dancing
on the Squares
club, went on a
cruise with the
club in February.

Submitted photo
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Submitted photo

Around 30 members of the South of 60 Club went on a Halloween Cruise in October last year.

Continued from Previous Page

“We meet at different
lounges at night,” Susan said.
“That way they get to practice
their dancing. Even some of
the ports we go into have music
playing and we dance around.
They get alot of exposure.”

Another group leader found
acruise to be a good way to get
to know members better.

Barney Saunders, Village of
Duval resident and founder of
the South of Sixty club, went
on a Halloween Cruise with
about 30 of his club members
in October.

“l was always so busy
running the club that I never
really got to meet anybody, so
on the cruise I actually got to
sit down and talk to people,”
Saunders said. “I ended up
becoming good friends with a
lot of them.”

Saunders said members got
together for meals and various
adventures on and off the ship,
and that it was a way for them
to not only bond as a club but
also meet new people, as well.

Some club members hit it off
so much with another couple
on the cruise that the couple
ended up buying a house in
The Villages, according to
Saunders.

“I’ve never really liked
cruises, but this one changed

my mind,” Saunders said. “It
was alot of fun.”

Neighborhood groups like
Fernandina and Friends,
Dunedin Social Group and
Fenney Friends are all known
for going on club cruises, and
it’s also common for neighbors
to travel together.

Larry and Patti Dittburner,
Rich and Robin Leimbach and
Don and Karen Hansen, all
from Hyde Park in the Village
of Charlotte, recently went on
a two-week cruise from Singa-
pore to Abu Dhabi.

“Karen and I cruise probably
every other year or so and have
been ever since 2004,” Don
said. “Our neighbors, Larry
and Patti, were planning the
cruise. We hadn’t been in
that area of the world before
and thought it would be kind
of cool to check it out, so we
signed up with them.”

Later, another couple from
the neighborhood, the Leim-
bachs, heard about it and
signed up, too.

“Karen plays mah-jongg and
cards with Patti and Robin,
and I play golf with Rich, so we
had known each other for two
or three years but had never
done anything like this with
them,” Don said. “It worked
out really well because there
were a number of sea days on
this cruise, so we were able to
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spend time together and play
cards. It was alot of fun.”

Off the ship, everyone was
impressed with the beauty of
Abu Dhabi and enjoyed seeing
Thailand, Sri Lanka and India.

“It was a trip that was well
worth taking,” Don said. “We
enjoyed it, but we enjoyed it
more because we knew people
on the cruise. We made friends
that weren’t part of our group,
but it was nice having folks
from The Villages. It added
an extra dimension to our
friendship.”

Kristen Fiore is a senior writer
with The Villages Daily Sun.

She can be reached at 352-753-

1119, ext. 5270, or kristen.
fiore@thevillagesmedia.com.

FLORIDA’S BUSIEST

CRUISE PORTS

The state is home to some of the busiest
cruise ship ports in the world. Here's a
look at Florida's top performing ports

according to The Florida Ports Council.

1. MIAMI
5,503,212 Passengers

e

2.CANAVERAL
4,568,431 Passengers

3.EVERGLADES
3,741,408 Passengers

e

4. TAMPA
1,043,329 Passengers

o
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