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Crown Carts • 945 Walker Road, Wildwood, FL 34785 (Behind Russell Stover Chocolates Shop on SR44)
www.crowncarts.com · (352) 399-2804 • Mon-Fri 9:30 AM-4 PM I Sat 9 AM-1 PM

OPTIONAL GOLF 
PACKAGE 

AVAILABLE

CROWN VIEW II 
with Cold A/C & Heat! 

$11,995

CROWN VIEW IV 
with Cold A/C & Heat! 

$15,995

LITHIUM BATTERIES NOW AVAILABLE

STAR SIRIUS
Base Model

Starting at

$10,995
Upgraded model pictured

Authorized Dealer

GO THE DISTANCE 
WITHOUT ANXIETY!!!

Come in Today for a Test Drive!
ALL CARTS WITH HIGH EFFICIENCY AC MOTOR 

CROWN CARTS BUILT WITH TOYOTA TECHNOLOGY

CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Largest Inventory in Area!

Military/Veteran Discounts
352-661-0194

FREE Design
Consultations
& Estimates
Interest-Free

Financing Available
(w/approved credit)

2320 Montclair Rd., 
Leesburg, FL

(Appointments recommended)

*From specific inventory.

Granite, Quartz, Quartzite
ONE

FREEFREE
BATHROOM 

COUNTERTOP*

w/full kitchen
countertop purchase

We sell lights for Kichler 
ceiling fans. MNdisc

OPEN BOX - COPEN BOX - Ceiling Displays eiling Displays 
Hundreds to Choose From Hundreds to Choose From 

Up to Up to 50% OFF50% OFF
See Store for DetailsSee Store for Details

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

EXPIRES 8-31-21.

DAN’S FAN CITY 
LIC#EC13004528

$2900

INSTALLATION
ON ALL

CEILING FANS

Have a vehicle that you
need taken off your hands?
Rodeheaver Boys Ranch is in need of vehicle 

donations. Our vehicle program is one of our main 
sources of funding. We will take most Cars, Trucks, 
RVs, Boats, Tractors, Golf Carts & more. Running or 

not, we will gladly take it! We will handle the pick-up.
Call 1-800-741-2001

to arrange pick-up. Thank you!
*Receive Maximum tax benefits and the Ranch gets much-needed funding

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Rodeheaver Boys 
Ranch, is a non-profit 
program that provides 

social, educational, 
vocational, and spiritual 
development for young, 

adolescent boys.

For information on
our program, visit
RBR.org

380 Boys Ranch Rd.
Palatka, FL 32177

JACQUELINE C. DELLINGER, P.A.

352-750-2404
Southern Trace Office Center off Wedgewood Lane

551 Fieldcrest Drive • The Villages, FL 32162

Over 30 years experience

F A M I LY  L AW
Divorce • Alimony 

Marital Settlement Agreements
Pre-Nuptial Agreements

Shared Property Agreements

R E A L  E S TAT E
For Sale By Owner • Residential Leases

Lease/Purchase Agreements

SINCE 
1948  

Electric Car
Outlet

50 amp / 240v Outlet 
$250*

Installed at Panel
*Certain restrictions

apply. Price assumes
panel has breaker 

space available.
Price will increase

if not located
at panel.

352-748-5818
www.LenhartElectric.com

Licensed Electrical Contractor EC0001660

$

local news

You may know Gerri 
Piscitelli as the 

president of The Opera 
Club of The Villages, 

but what you may 
not know is that she’s 

always tried to help 
people experience the 

arts wherever she goes.

V I L L AG E R  B AC K S T O R Y

Bill Mitchell  |  Daily Sun

Kristen 
Fiore

T H E  V I L L AG E S 
D A I LY  S U N

Do you know  
someone with 
an interesting 

backstory to tell? 
Email kristen.fiore@

thevillagesmedia.com. 
or call 352-753-1119, 

ext. 5270

When there’s a will there’s a way, 
and Gerri Piscitelli definitely 
has willpower. 

When Piscitelli gets an idea in 
her head, she doesn’t rest until the 
thought becomes a reality, espe-
cially when the arts are involved. 

Piscitelli’s love for opera can 
be traced back to her 16th 

birthday, when her mother 
took her to a performance of 

“Madama Butterfly.” 
“I was dazzled by the costumes 

and music,” said Piscitelli, of the 
Village De La Vista.

When Piscitelli’s three children 
were young and growing up in the 
Boston area, Piscitelli took them 
to children’s concerts, where they 
were exposed to performances 
of “Peter and the Wolf,”  and the 
opportunity to go back stage and 
meet the musicians. 

The concerts were frequented 
by famous conductors like 
Leonard Bernstein, Piscitelli said. 

Piscitelli graduated from 
Northeastern University after 
studying English and education, 
and education was always at the 
forefront of her mind as she raised 
her kids. 

As they got older and 
attended public school, 

Piscitelli started thinking about 
the difference between private 
and public school curriculum 
and realized that it was expo-
sure to the arts.

So, she decided to create a 
cultural enrichment program for 
their school in Wellesley, Massa-
chusetts. Piscitelli and a group 
of parents brainstormed around 
her kitchen table to create the 
program, which ended up being a 
success. 

Through the arrangement, 
which was held once a month 
after school, students enjoyed 
theater group skits, Shakespeare, 
puppet theater, appearances from 

members of the Berkshire Ballet 
and more. 

It was so popular that it spread 
to other area schools.

Piscitelli’s next effort became 
forming a curriculum on tall 
ships, traditionally rigged sailing 
vessels with big flowing sails, after 
enjoying a parade of tall ships en 
route to New York for the United 
States Bicentennial. 

When a New England historic 
seaport started building its own 
tall ship, Piscitelli spoke with 
the president of the seaport and 
worked with teachers at Wellesley 
High School to create a curriculum 
on tall ships and sailing. 

Several years later, there was 
another parade of ships for 

the 100th anniversary of the 
Statue of Liberty.

“All I wanted to do was be on a 
little hill on the side of the Hudson 
River with my family watching 
this parade of ships,” Piscitelli said. 

So, she found a way to make 
it happen. She learned from a 
friend who was the president 
of the Italian American Sports 
Hall of Fame that the group was 
interested in attending, and 
through meetings with the head 
of transportation for Boston and 
an Admiral with the Massachu-
setts Maritime Academy, Piscitelli 
learned that the academy’s 
training ship was preparing to sail 
in the parade and was looking to 
raise funds for the voyage. 

The Italian American Sports 
Hall of Fame offered a scholar-
ship of $10,000, and in return, the 
group was offered 100 spots on the 
ship for the day. 

Piscitelli was able to join not 
only with her family, but a few 
friends from Wellesley. 

“That was the most exciting 
thing I’ve ever done in my life,” 
Piscitelli said. 

When her family got off the ship, 
they walked across the Brooklyn 

Bridge and saw the Statue of 
Liberty up close as they listened to 
patriotic tunes performed by the 
Boston Pops Orchestra.

Piscitelli joined the Opera 
Club soon after moving 

to The Villages in 2006 and 
quickly became involved in 
the group’s music scholarship, 
which is awarded annually to 
local students hoping to study 
music in college. 

The scholarship is largely 
funded by the group’s annual 

“Three Tenors Plus One” concert at 
The Sharon L. Morse Performing 
Arts Center, which will be held at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Feb. 12. Tickets go 
on sale Dec. 8. 

“We’ve had many (recipients) 
who have really gone on to 
wonderful professional lives in 
music, and it all started with the 
scholarships from the opera club,” 
Piscitelli said. “For this, I’m very 
happy and blessed.”
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GETTING TO KNOW  
GERRI PISCITELLI

Village: De La Vista 

Family: Three children, 
nine grandchildren

Moved Here In: 2006

Moved Here From: 
Wellesley, Massachusetts

Favorite Villages Activi-
ties: Attending Opera 
Club, PEO Chapter JC and 
Classical Music Lovers club 
meetings and live perfor-
mances by the Central 
Florida Lyric Opera and 
The Villages Philharmonic 
Orchestra

Breaking News
Daily Updates
Videos

Like Us on Facebook  
facebook.com/ 
vdailysun


