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Offerings to the Sea:
The Mah Meri Pe()ple of Pulau Carey

RIS EE B

t is not commonly known that 60
kilometres from the city of Kuala Lumpur
lies Pulau Carey, an island home to
the Mah Meri. These indigenous people
practise ancestor worship, and are well
known for their wood carving and weaving
skills. Their costumes feature skirts made
with bark leather and screw pine leaves,
shawls and ornaments. The men also don
wood-carved masks.

Among them, the villagers from
Kampung Sungai Judah would make
their annual offerings to the sea on the
fifth day of the lunar new year. With the
accompanimentof music, they march down
in great numbers for several kilometres to
the seaside altar.

As the shaman conducts the ritual in
front of the altar, the people sing along with
the music, giving thanks to the sea and their
ancestors for the blessings received over
the past year, and also praying for peace
and bountiful harvest in the coming year.
The shaman dabs paint on the foreheads,
palms, and the backs of the hands of
every person, symbolising blessings. Then,
Mah Meri people dressed in traditional

costumes and one of the masked men
go around the busut, an earthen mound
representing mysterious power, performing
the "Mayin Jo-Oh" a traditional dance that
has been listed as a Malaysia’s intangible
cultural heritage, to drive away ghosts and
monsters.

While in admiration as | stand in this
time and place, | cannot help but wonder
if this rich culture will disappear in the
torrents of development.

(Translated by Daryl Li')

EﬂZﬁﬁ%AK%%,Eﬁ%E%%
T IX 260 B AN — FESH] 5
EEGEER NRNBERE, Xk
B A 9 Y S B A
41, HIRIR IS AR WA, F
IAWﬁmﬁWMﬁ¥ TR,

SRR AR A

Wk e BRI A R
EBEERA DTN, 15575 KR
ST T AT H A B Y
s S B B

By Abigail Yow May Shuet {Malaysia)
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