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End of the line
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Sellers at Tokyo’s Tsukiji fish  

market get ready to relocate>>>
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,Q�D�SHDFHIXO�WURSLFDO�QRRN��QHVWOHG�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�
RI�WKH�7KDL�LVODQG�.RK�6DPXL��WKH�RQO\�VRXQG�WR�
UXSWXUH�WKH�VLOHQFH�LV�WKH�GXOO�EX]]�RI�VXJDU�FDQH�
ODGHQ�ÀDWEHG�WUXFNV�WKDW�RFFDVLRQDOO\�DPEOH�GRZQ�
D�VLQJOH�WUDFN�URDG��7KH�YHKLFOHV�HYHQWXDOO\�SDVV�
WKURXJK�DQ�XQDVVXPLQJ�JDWH�DQG�LQWR�D�SDOP�WUHH�
ÀDQNHG�HVWDWH�WR�WKHLU�¿QDO�GHVWLQDWLRQ��WKH�0DJLF�
$ODPELF�5XP�'LVWLOOHU\�
)RXQGHG�LQ������E\�)UHQFK�FRXSOH�DQG�IRUPHU�

IUXLW�IDUPHUV�(OLVD�DQG�0LFKDHO�*DEULHO��WKH�
VPDOO�VFDOH�IDFWRU\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�RQO\�GLVWLOOHULHV�
RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�UDQJH�RI�
DUWLVDQDO�UXP�WR�HDJHU�FRQVXPHUV�FRXQWU\�ZLGH��
³:H�VWDUWHG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DV�PRUH�RI�D�KREE\�WKDQ�

DQ\WKLQJ�´�(OLVD��ZKR�LV�DOVR�KDOI�0DUWLQLTXDLV��

VD\V��³0\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�ELJ�IDQV�
RI�UXP��EXW�ZKHQ�ZH�FDPH�KHUH�RQ�KROLGD\�DQG�
WULHG�VRPH�ZH�IRXQG�WKH�TXDOLW\�WR�EH�YHU\�EDG�´
8SRQ�VHPL�UHWLULQJ�WR�6DPXL�IURP�WKHLU�QDWLYH�

)UDQFH��WKH�*DEULHO¶V�SXUFKDVHG�D�VHYHQ�UDL���������
sqm) estate with ambitions of producing an 

DOWHUQDWLYH��KLJK�TXDOLW\�DOFRKROLF�SURGXFW�WR�VDWLVI\�
7KDLODQG¶V�PRUH�UH¿QHG�UXP�D¿FLRQDGRV��
³7KH�RULJLQDO�FRQFHSW�ZDV�WR�GLVWLOO�WKH�DOFRKRO�

XVLQJ�IUXLW��DV�ZH�ZHUH�XQDZDUH�WKDW�7KDLODQG�KDV�
DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�VXJDU�FDQH�´�VKH�H[SODLQV��³$IWHU�
D�IHZ�ZHHNV�RI�WU\LQJ�ZLWK�YDULRXV�IUXLWV��KRZHYHU��
our Thai manager recommended we use sugar 

cane. It was great timing as the season had just 

EHJXQ«�DQG�ZH�KDYHQ¶W�ORRNHG�EDFN�VLQFH�´

A small distillery on Koh Samui is pioneering quality over quantity.  
Text by Liam Aran Barnes, photos by Martyn Goodacre
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7KH�FRXSOH�VHW�DERXW�REWDLQLQJ�
WKH�REOLJDWRU\�SDSHUZRUN�DQG�
DOWKRXJK�WKH�LQLWLDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
IRU�D�OLFHQFH�WR�GLVWLOO�ZDV�
TXLFNO\�SURYLGHG��WKH\�VRRQ�
encountered a bureaucratic 

TXDJPLUH�ZKHQ�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�
distribution rights.

³7KH�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�NQHZ�
YHU\�OLWWOH�DERXW�WKH�UXOHV�
VXUURXQGLQJ�DOFRKRO�>EHFDXVH@�
ZH�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�FRPSDQ\�RQ�
WKH�LVODQG�WR�JR�GRZQ�WKLV�SDWK�´�
(OLVD�VD\V��³,�WKLQN��ZKHQ�ZH�
¿UVW�VWDUWHG��WKH\�GLGQ¶W�WUXVW�XV�
WRR�PXFK�´
0RUH�WKDQ����PRQWKV�SDVVHG��

FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�HQGOHVV�EDFN�
DQG�IRUWKV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRXSOH��
WKH�ORFDO�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
DXWKRULWLHV��EHIRUH�0DJLF�
$ODPELF�HYHQWXDOO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�
JR�DKHDG�WR�VHOO�LWV�XQLTXH�WLSSOH�
8VLQJ�RQO\�ORFDOO\�VRXUFHG�

VXJDU�FDQH���RI�ZKLFK�7KDLODQG�
LV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�IRXUWK�ODUJHVW�
SURGXFHU���VRXUFHG�IURP�WKH�
VRXWKHUQ�SURYLQFHV��WKH�WHDP�
XQGHUWRRN�DQ�H[SHULPHQWDO�
period before honing their 

GLVWLOOLQJ�VNLOOV�DQG�GHFLGLQJ�RQ�
IRXU�ÀDYRXUV���OHPRQ��RUDQJH��
FRFRQXW��SLQHDSSOH�DQG�RULJLQDO�

“Once the sugar cane arrives 

ZH�FUXVK�LW�LPPHGLDWHO\�WR�DYRLG�
ORVLQJ�WKH�MXLFH�DQG�DIWHU�ZH�
add yeast to increase the speed 

of fermentation. If the yeast is 

QRW�DGGHG��LW�ZLOO�WDNH�D�YHU\�
ORQJ�WLPH�WR�IHUPHQW�DQG�GXH�
WR�WKH�ZHDWKHU�KHUH��EDFWHULD�
ZLOO�VWDUW�WR�HDW�WKH�DOFRKRO�´�
(OLVD�H[SODLQV��³,W�WDNHV�DERXW�

¿YH�GD\V�PD[LPXP�WR�IHUPHQW�
DQG�ZH�WKHQ�GLVWLOO�LQ�WKH�VWHHO�
YDW��KHOSLQJ�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�EOXH��
EDG�DOFRKRO�ZKLFK�JLYHV�\RX�D�
headache!  This is why we keep 

RQO\�WKH�PLGGOH�DOFRKRO��
She adds that the process is not 

GLVVLPLODU�WR�WKDW�XVHG�WR�PDNH�
VLQJOH�PDOW�ZKLVNH\��EXW�YDULHV�
FRQVLGHUDEO\�WR�WKH�ZD\�PDMRU�
GLVWLOOHULHV�SURGXFH�UXP�
³7KLV�LV�QRW�DQ�LQGXVWULDO�

process and the other major 

GLIIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�ZKLOH�PDVV�
SURGXFHG�UXP��VXFK�DV�%DFDUGL��
WHQGV�WR�EH�PDGH�ZLWK�PRODVVHV�
LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�VXJDU�FDQH�MXLFH�´�
(OLVD�DGGV��³:H�IROORZ�WKH�VDPH�
PHWKRGV�DV�ORFDO�&DULEEHDQ�UXPV�
IURP�*XDGHORXSH�DQG�0DUWLQLTXH�
��WKH�ELUWKSODFH�RI�UXP�´
2QO\�XVLQJ�JUDGH�$�DOFRKRO�

GRHV��KRZHYHU��UHGXFH�WKH�
¿QDO�SURGXFW�WR�OHVV�WKDQ����
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�LQSXW�
DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�NHHSV�WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ�FRVW�KLJK��EXW�WKH�
FRPSDQ\�ZDV��DIWHU�DOO��IRXQGHG�
RQ�WKH�FRUH�SULQFLSDO�RI�³TXDOLW\�
RYHU�TXDQWLW\´��
$W�¿UVW�WDVWH�LW¶V�HDV\�WR�

DSSUHFLDWH�ZK\�WKH�IDVWLGLRXVO\�
ÀDYRXUHG�UXPV�KDYH�EHHQ�VXFK�D�
KLW��QRW�RQO\�ZLWK�YLVLWLQJ�WRXULVWV�
DQG�GHGLFDWHG�FXVWRPHUV�ORFDWHG�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHJLRQ��EXW�DOVR�
DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�¿YH�VWDU�UHVRUWV�
DQG�KLJK�HQG�UHVWDXUDQWV�ERWK�
RQ�6DPXL�DQG�IXUWKHU�D¿HOG��
:KHWKHU�LW¶V�WKH�OLQJHULQJ��\HW�
VXEWOH��DIWHUWDVWH�OHIW�E\�WKH�
FRFRQXW�LQIXVHG�YDULHW\��RU�WKH�
PRUH�SRWHQW�SLQHDSSOH�RSWLRQ��

Whether it’s the 
lingering, yet subtle, 
aftertaste left by the 
coconut-infused variety, 
or the more potent 
pineapple option, the 
smooth, heady aroma 
demands the drinker’s 
attention from the 
initial sip to the bottom 
of the glass.
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WKH�VPRRWK��KHDG\�DURPD�G
HPDQGV�WKH�

GULQNHU¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH
�LQLWLDO�VLS�WR�WKH�

ERWWRP�RI�WKH�JODVV��:KLOH�LQGXOJLQJ�LQ�WKH�

DUUD\�RI�ÀDYRXUV�RIIHUHG�E\
�WKH�FKURPDWLF�

ERWWOHV�DW�WKH�GLVWLOOHU\�EDU��
LW�GRHVQ¶W�WDNH�

ORQJ�WR�QRWLFH�WKH�ODEHOV�DUH
�DOO�H[FOXVLYHO\�

ZULWWHQ�LQ�7KDL��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�WKH�IDFW�WKHUH¶V�

QR�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�µUX
P¶���

³:KHQ�ZH�VWDUWHG�RXW��WKH�ODZ�
VWDWHG�WKDW�

DOO�ODEHOOLQJ�KDG�WR�EH�LQ�7K
DL�´�(OLVD�H[SODLQV��

³:H�ZHUH�QRW�HYHQ�DOORZHG�WR�
ZULWH�µUXP¶�

RQ�WKH�ERWWOH��LW�KDG�WR�VD\�µ
ZKLWH�DOFRKRO¶�

EHFDXVH�ZH¶UH�D�VPDOO�IDFWR
U\�±�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�

SURWHFW�WKH�ELJ�FRPSDQLHV�´

,Q�RUGHU�WR�H[WHQG�WKH�OLFHQ
FH�WR�SHUPLW�

WKH�VSLULW�EHLQJ�DJHG�LQ�WKH�
EDUUHO�DQG�

VXEVHTXHQWO\�FODVVL¿HG�DV�U
XP��UDWKHU�WKDQ�

ZKLWH�DOFRKRO��7KDL�ODZ�VWLS
XODWHV�WKDW�

WKH�GLVWLOOHU\�PXVW�RZQ�PRU
H�WKDQ�����UDL�

���������VTP��RI�ODQG±�DQR
WKHU�PHDVXUH�

VKH�EHOLHYHV�LV�LQ�SODFH�WR�P
DLQWDLQ�WKH�

VWUDQJOHKROG�RQ�WKH�PDUNHW�
HQMR\HG�E\�WKH�

LQGXVWU\¶V�PDMRU�SOD\HUV�
,QGHHG��7KDLODQG¶V�DOFRKRO�

LQGXVWU\�

KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�
RI�WKH�ZHDOWK\�

PLQRULW\��GRPLQDWHG�SULPDU
LO\�E\�WKH�%RRQ�

5DZG�%UHZHU\���IDPRXV�IR
U�LWV�ÀDJVKLS�

ODJHU�6LQJKD��EHIRUH�WKH�PD
UNHW�VKDUH�

WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�7KDL�%HYHUDJ
H��WKH�EUDLQFKLOG�

RI�7KDLODQG¶V�VHFRQG�ULFKHV
W�PDQ�&KDURHQ�

6LULYDGKDQDEKDNGL��LQ�WKH�P
LG���V��

7KH�PRQRSRO\�KDV�ORQJ�VW\
PLHG�DQ\�

VLJQL¿FDQW�SURJUHVV�LQ�WKH�.
LQJGRP¶V�DOFRKRO�

LQGXVWU\��ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�Y
DULHW\�DQG�TXDOLW\��

DQG�HYHQ�WKH�¿QDQFH�PLQLVW
U\¶V�OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�

RI�GLVWLOODWLRQ�FRQFHVVLRQV�L
Q������KDV�GRQH�

OLWWOH�WR�VKLIW�WKH�EDODQFH�RI�
SRZHU��(VWDEOLVKHG�

FRPSDQLHV�IDFH�YLUWXDOO\�QR
�WKUHDW�IURP�

SRWHQWLDO�PDUNHW�HQWUDQWV�GX
H�WR�WKH�ODUJH�

investment required to set up.

7KLV�IDFW�GRHVQ¶W�WURXEOH�(O
LVD��KRZHYHU��

ZKR�UHLWHUDWHV�KHU�GLVWLOOHU\
¶V�TXDOLW\�RYHU�

TXDQWLW\�HWKRV��DGGLQJ�WKDW�
VKH¶V�PRUH�WKDQ�

KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�OHYHO�DW�ZKL
FK�0DJLF�$ODPELF�

FXUUHQWO\�RSHUDWHV�
³:H�KDG�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�IURP�0HNKRQJ�

>7KDLODQG¶V�¿UVW�FRPPHUFLD
OO\�SURGXFHG�

DQG�PRVW�UHFRJQLVHG�UXP@�Y
LVLW�WKH�GLVWLOOHU\�

LQ�������DQG�WKHQ�DERXW�D�\
HDU�ODWHU��,�PHW�

D�)UHQFKPDQ�ZKR�ZRUNHG�I
RU�WKHP��,�WROG�

KLP�WKH�VWRU\�DQG�KH�VDLG�µG
RQ¶W�ZRUU\��WKH\�

don’t want to do the same as you… they 

ZRXOG�ORVH�PRQH\¶�´�VKH�TX
LSV��³:H�DUH�DQ�

DUWLVDQDO�EUHZHU\�DQG�GLGQ¶
W�PRYH�KHUH�IRU�

ELJ�EXVLQHVV��:H�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�Z
LWK�

SHUIHFWLRQ��SDWLHQFH�DQG�KH
DUW�´


