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Review | ‘Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery’ film proves to be an entertaining sequel
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recommend as a watch, listen
 or read.

“The Sound and the Fury”

by William Faulkner

“The Monocle Café”

Marylebone

Eden Leavey /
Features Editor: Print

””
““Your eyes will be 
glued to the screen in 

anticipation.

“Everything Everwhere 
All at Once”

“Glass Onion” Characters

Detective Benoit Blanc Miles BronDuke Cody Whiskey Birdie Jay Claire Debella

Lionel Toussaint PegHelen Brand

Graphic by Eden Leavey

A high-profile politi-
cian, a head scientist, 
a flamboyant influ-
encer and her sensi-

ble assistant, a men’s rights ac-
tivist, his airhead girlfriend, 
and an ex-business partner. 
Each character is distinct, yet 
they share one thing in com-
mon: a motive to kill tech bil-
lionaire Miles Bron, played by 
Edward Norton.

From colorful shots to in-
tense dialogue and witty punch-
lines, “Glass Onion: A Knives 
Out Mystery” is one of the most 
entertaining films I’ve seen in a 
long time. For two hours and 
19 minutes, your eyes will be 
glued to the screen in anticipa-
tion of what is to come. 

Confusion arises when Miles 
invites the group to a weekend 
soiree on his private Greek is-
land. Detective Benoit Blanc, 
played by Daniel Craig, turns 
up unexpectedly and unan-
nounced, claiming he too had 
received an anonymous invita-
tion. Cassandra “Andi” Brand, 
played by Janelle Monáe, who 
received an invitation but was 
not expected to make an ap-
pearance after a prior business 
disagreement with Miles, also 
attends the event.

The guests, including De-
tective Benoit Blanc and Andi 
Brand, attend a dinner party 
on the night of their arrival. 
When the killer takes the life 
of their first victim that even-
ing, mayhem and paranoia 
ensue. 

But, to answer the 
question everyone seems 
to be asking, I sadly have 
to say it was not better 
than the original. De-
spite its entertainment 
factor, the unraveling 
of the mystery’s who-
dunnit? is decidedly 
less clever than that of 
the original “Knives 

Out.”
The plot of “Knives Out” 

revolves around a family whose 
patriarch’s death is under  in-
vestigation, inviting viewers 
into the domestic sphere of this 
upper-class family’s life. Mean-
while, the characters in “Glass 
Onion: A Knives Out Mystery” 
are less connected to one an-
other – both from a familial and 
personality 
stance – ren-
dering the 
interactions 
b e t w e e n 
c h a r a c t e r s 
awkward and 
disjointed. 

Besides, 
the cast of 
“ K n i v e s 
Out” consisted of bigger Holly-
wood names, and personalized 
character moments were writ-
ten into the script to highlight 
each actor and actress. Thus, 
the cast was able to heighten 
the ensemble performance 
while developing individual 
character choices. This group 
dynamic was lost in the sequel; 
it felt as though the 
characters 

were fighting against one an-
other for screen time as op-
posed to working together.

In addition, the “Knives 
Out” screen time is divided 
fairly equally between the char-
acters, while “Glass Onion: A 
Knives Out Mystery” places a 
greater emphasis on specific 
individuals, namely Detec-
tive Benoit Blanc, who acts as 

a common 
thread be-
tween the 
two films, 
and Andi. Al-
though some 
may find this 
to be an inter-
esting shift in 
story struc-
ture from the 

original film, unfortunately  I 
lost interest in the plot during 
the middle section of the film 
due to how much emphasis was 
placed on some of the charac-
ters’ backstories.
Nonetheless, Craig’s 
performance as 
D e t e c -

tive Benoit in the sequel de-
serves a standing ovation. With 
his iconic southern accent and 
dapper manner, Craig’s por-
trayal of the gentleman detec-
tive trope is by far the highlight 
of the film. 

“Glass Onion: A Knives 
Out Mystery” quickly soared to 
the top of Netflix’s charts, and 
the company has already pur-
chased the rights to “Knives 
Out 3,” guaranteeing the re-
turn of Craig in his portrayal 
of Detective Benoit Blanc and 
another murder mystery that 
needs solving.

While this second install-
ment is a more lighthearted 
mystery than the original film, 
it is still an entertaining must-
watch. If you enjoy twisty thrill-
ers and laugh-out-loud com-
edies, “Glass Onion: A Knives 
Out Mystery” is most certainly 
up your alley.


