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At a glance: A patient-focused educational article addressing 10 common myths about palliative 

care for people with mesothelioma. The piece translates complex medical information into clear, 

approachable myth-versus-fact explanations while addressing sensitive misconceptions around 

hospice, pain management, end-of-life care, survival, and treatment goals. Extensive medical 

research and source annotation support the evidence-based approach. 

A note on sourcing: I’ve retained the footnotes from the original draft to show how I research and 

source evidence-based health and wellness content. This is a component of all my work, even 

though I didn’t preserve footnotes for most samples. 

Below the excerpt, see SEO elements and Sources. 

Excerpt 

Palliative care is a medical approach that helps patients find greater comfort and quality of life. 

Patients may access these improvements throughout all stages of a mesothelioma diagnosis. 

Despite this, there are many harmful myths about palliative care. 

Because of these myths, mesothelioma patients may avoid palliative care. But this means missing 

out on many potential benefits. Knowing palliative care facts can help patients make educated 

choices about their treatments. 

10 Myths About Palliative Care 

1. Myth: Doctors only use certain treatments, like chemotherapy, in therapeutic treatment 

plans. 

●​ Fact: Some treatments may be used both palliatively and therapeutically. For example, 

intracavitary chemotherapy can be used therapeutically to kill cancer cells. But some 

doctors use it palliatively to control fluid accumulation in peritoneal mesothelioma. This 

helps relieve discomfort from tummy swelling caused by mesothelioma and other 

cancers. 

2. Myth: Palliative care and hospice are the same type of care. 

●​ Fact: Although they are both comfort-focused, palliative care is different from hospice 

care. Palliative care can be helpful at every phase of a mesothelioma diagnosis. Hospice 
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care is a late-stage option for when curative treatments are no longer being used. 

Palliative care may also be a part of hospice care. 

3. Myth: Palliative care is only for people nearing the end of their lives. 

●​ Fact: Palliative care can benefit patients with any stage of mesothelioma. In fact, some 

research has looked at patients who received early palliative care. They had longer 

survival despite receiving less aggressive end-of-life care. 

4. Myth: Palliative care makes death happen sooner. 

●​ Fact: Death does not happen more quickly with palliative care. Some research even 

points to improved survival from palliative care. If death is approaching, palliative care 

may help improve comfort until then. 

5. Myth: Palliative care means the patient’s doctor has given up and there is no hope. 

●​ Fact: Doctors use palliative care in many different types of cases. Sometimes palliative 

care works alongside therapeutic methods. Other times, palliation may give a patient the 

best life possible, even if only for a short time. But in all cases, doctors hope palliative 

care will help patients in important, non-curative ways. 

[Myths continue in published article] 
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