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The Origins of Human Magic

From the collected journals of Sybeth Roane
(transcribed by Douglas Seacat) * Art by Chippy,
Brian Snoddy, Florian Stitz, and Matt Wilson

ead the disputed and controversial
pinions of famed occultist Sybeth
Roane as she delves into the history of
human magic in the Iron Kingdoms.
Conspiracies of silence have long
obscured these facts. Outsiders are
rarely made privy to the dark secrets
inextricably bound to the origins of
sorcery and wizardry. Some believe a
. lingering taint is attached to all human
% magic rooted in these origins.
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Occultism before the Gift

Does human magic really begin
with the Gift of Sorcery? In this

era it is tempting to mark a clean
dividing line between “when there
was sorcery” and “when there was
not” to create a neat and orderly
distinction. Those of us who have
studied the past know things were
not so simple.

Many otherwise reasonable scholars
prefer not to examine this subject at
all. Exploring this topic inevitably
invites censure and accusations of
being a closet Thamarite. Let us put
such superstitions aside.

Learned alchemists know research
into supernatural power and its
applications existed long before
the first verifiable sorcerer arose in
the Ordic city of Tarna in 137 BR.
Additionally, the Orgoth were not
the first people we saw wielding
inexplicable energies without
relying on prayer. Without question
texts on this matter are full of myths
and unverifiable claims. It does
seem that there was no natural
route to sorcery or its more learned
counterpart, the art of wizardry,
until after the Gift. Yet legend and
history describe several notable
individuals who rose to dominate
their neighbors not by strength
of arms or political scheming but
by manifesting inexplicable and
unnatural power.

it
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Yet does this mean Thamar’s Gift
was a lie or some sort of Thamarite
propaganda? By no means!

Let us examine the woman herself,
before her Dark Ascension. Even
those who fear to name the dark
goddess admit both the Twins
were remarkable scholars and
philosophers in their mortal days.
After his retirement as a soldier,
Morrow wrote one of the most
definitive accounts of ancient
Calacia, having personally spent
time unearthing forgotten relics
and deciphering inscribed tablets.
Similarly, Thamar plunged into
the mysteries of forgotten secrets
with unrivaled enthusiasm. Her
intellectual achievements have been
eclipsed by her rise to godhood,
but we should not forget she
was a paragon of the occult well
before shedding her mortal coil.
Her reprehensible moral choices
do not diminish her significant
achievements as a scholar.

Thamar’s travels across Immoren
in search of deeper truth are well
recorded in the Enkheiridion. She
spent time among myriad splinter
cults decried as heretics by the
Menite faith. Among those pleasure
cults, ancestor worshipers, and
feasters on the flesh of the dead,
she eventually found the clues she
sought. The Church of Morrow has
discouraged anyone but ordained
_‘prie‘si_ts frf)m s_tlldying the journals
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of Thamar, those black pages writ
in silver ink that comprise fully
half of their beloved Enkheiridion.
Thamar’s words are said to be too
seductive for weaker minds. Asa
scholar, I reject this.

Why does the Church of Morrow
fear the truth? I disdain superstition,
but I will allow that their stance
is understandable, if alarmist.
Detailed examination of Thamar’s
journal and Ekris’ corresponding
notes demonstrate clearly that
necromancy and infernalism are the
eldest arcane arts, long predating
the Gift. This is a truth the Church
would prefer to bury. They worry
that recognizing this fact would
bestow on these black practices
some sort of allure.

I find that unlikely. One need not be

devout to consider corpse-robbing

repellant or to recognize the dangers

inherent in other acts classified

under the purview of witchcraft.

The common man is as protective

of his soul as he is of his livelihood.
Yet so too we must acknowledge

that the natural processes of death
and dying impart tremendous latent
energies. It is a fact that every human
corpse is a wellspring of untapped
unnatural power. This is magnified a
hundredfold within that ineffable and
invisible thing we call the soul. Ah,
the imperishable soul! A currency S0
treasured by the gods and infernals
that a single one is worth more to
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remarkable aberrations? The ‘
Church of Morrow might have this
believed, but any rational mind
should find it dubious. The answer
is not difficult to unearth, if one
examines the journals of Thamar
and Ekris in particular. Look back
to Morrdh—dark and foreboding
Morrdh, a name that still provokes
dread, particularly among the sad
and downtrodden Morridanes who
are the last remnants of that great
civilization. This kingdom was no
myth to frighten swampie children.
Morrdh was real, and so was the
power of its lords.

possessed a power similar to sorcery
sixteen centuries before the Gift.
How? Simple: by way of dark pacts
with infernals. It is on record that
he willingly sacrificed thousands
of innocents to these soul gluttons.
Gimilarly, Delesle codified early
necromantic rites, animating the dead
to send as a plague against the Menite
temples. Some believe the dread
Witchfire blade was an invention
of her fabrication and possibly a
tool employed during her own dark
ascension. Yet she was no priestess.

them than all the riches of Caen.

It is from these unpleasant but
undeniable truths that necromancy
and infernalism originate.

It is no coincidence that Thamar’s
first ascended scions were Ekris
and Delesle, patrons of infernalism
and necromancy, respectively. Ekris
was not only Thamar’s lover in life
but also a fellow occultist obsessed
with dark lore. He was the man
who would eventually pen the most
authoritative texts on negotiating
with infernals. Itis a disputed and
hotly contested fact, but I think

Where arose this lore, this power?
Were these two individuals simply

there can be no doubt that Ekris
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a deep well called Gidon’s Pit, likely the very same site
where millennia later the Temple Garrodh would be
constructed. There they emptied an ocean of innocent
blood into the howling depths to quell a hunger beyond
this world. Entire townships were razed in order to
sacrifice their citizens to the horrors {urking in the pit.
We now call those beings infernals, as if categorizing

them makes them more comprchensiblc.

In any other age: Ekris would have been a giant, an
emperor, of a god in his own right. Only Thamar's &%,
put such a man in her

majesty was powerful enough to
~ shadow. Ekris followed the path of Thamar’s dark \lﬁ
ascension for over a century, piecing together the clues of%
her path. She left him this challenge, letting him know ?\Q\,
he could join her only if he proved worthy. She kept NN
many secrets from him to see if he could uncarth them. §
For decades Ekris buried himself in esoteric tomes E%Zi Gidon’s Pit is no more, for which we can be thankful,g‘w
sion eluded him until == but it may have rcprcscntcd a breach in the walls &
(%%s between Caen and some infernal realm far beyond. ‘:Q
d “?% Whatever rested at its bottom did not drink only el

blood. With every massive sucking intake of breath

% from that fetid maw those entities inhaled the essence

5 of souls until they were glutted.
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and rites. Yet the secrets of ascen
he accepted a simpler truth. His route to ascension
would be the same as Thamar's: the key was the sacre
language called Telgesh, an invention of Thamar's.
This was no mere alphabet, no simple set of scrawled
symbols to stand for the mundane facts of man’s daily
life. Such is the purpose ?f our alphabets, our num-bcrs.  The monsters in Gidon's Pit repaid . who §\
No. Telgesh was something clse. It was the evolution £ - : ! 5
) " offered them sacrifices by 1mparting the knowledge
ent, letters branded in fire Qx\i\}.‘ . ; :
> of a handful of symbols and the instructions for their

of something primal and anci
into the bones and sinews of Cacn. § Y

X use. These were imparted to the fathers of Morrdh
%\‘ " as we might throw coins to a beggar. They were true _
symbols, arcane glyphs through which reality itself can
be bent. Armed with these glyphs a man can reach into Ly
the fabric of Caen as if it were clay. This is a power
akin to the gods’, although mortals lack the strength
of will and insight to do more than push and prod
clumsily, like a child in the mud.

Ekris’ journals describe a place deep in the ruined 3
subterranean halls of palaces forgotten by the citizens  \s A~
of Morrdh. There primers were buried containing

symbols bestowed on the lords of Morrdh by unnatural

\ patrons. The fathers of Morrdh paid a great price to

 acquire these symbols. They sought an everlasting

y and begged it of spirits who tempted them with
red at

| legac

\he promise of limitless power. These men gathe
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The Lords of Morrdh had access to only a scant few
of these symbols, yet by their use they established a
dynasty lasting hundreds of generations. Several old
sagas describe how rune-laden and empty-eyed warriors
of Morrdh walked to battle tirclessly, neither eating

nor breathing. Applied to fresh corpses, these runes
denied death and turned enemy into ally.

he sixth canto of the Narren Sojourn in the black
pages of the Enkheirion mentions the great inferno
Thamar ignited in the pits of Korshivas, a ruin whose
precise location has never been found. There she le
nothing but ash and silence. Some have mistaken this

tale as a message of Thamar's ultimate humanity. They

o

> think Thamar saw something so horrible in those
?—\)dcpths that even she felt compelled to obliterate it
utterly. It is used as an abject lesson regarding the
depths of depravity to which Morrdh had fallen,

But careful reading of Ekris’ notes shows another
possibility. I believe Thamar had found forgotten
glyphs in Korshivas and destroyed all record of them

so she alone would possess their power.

e

L The Lords of Morrdh were secretive and paranoid of

S=—iheir rivals. They did not willingly pass what they had
z_aﬁ learned to their heirs. Five centuries before Thamar's
visit, Korshivas was abandoned and all citizens of
Morrdh were prohibited from entering its grounds on
pain of death. The Lords of Morrdh had forgotten the
legacy of their ancestors, and it might have remained
buried if Thamar had not ventured there. This was the
sced from which Telgesh was born.

Ekris implies his mistress discovered more than
necromantic runes in Korshivas. There she found

the full name and summoning rites for an infernal
sometimes called Tcldoquorin, or “He Who Sounds
the Trumpet at the Gates of Woe,” referred to in
some texts simply as “the Sounder at the Gates.”
Ekris’ journal insists that Thamar never summoned
the Sounder, but Ekris dared what she would not. His
communication with this infernal was the keystone of
his negotiations for extended longevity and power. I
believe it was the Sounder who accepted the offering
of the first fathers of Morrdh and who would later
consume thousands more sent by Ekris in his private
bartering. In negotiation with such creatures, Ekris
surpassed his mistress, and by this work he unraveled
at last the process leading to his own ascension, making
him First Scion.

Thamar did not complete Telgesh in her mortal

days, which is why the alphabet appears incomplete.
Her work continued in Urcaen, where Scion Ekris
eventually joined her. Telgesh provided the seed for an
arcane system later perfected and eventually translated
into a form we mortals could comprehend, then passed
down to help foment the carly rebellion against the
Orgoth. This was Thamar's Gift. The arcane alphabet
employed so casually by wizards and warcasters today
is derived ultimately of the blood debt of Morrdh

and those sacrificed by Ekris. We who praise the First
Scion know this truth. '
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The True Founding of e Circle of the Oath

he deeply ingrained antipathy between wizards and
sorcerers 1 understandabie given the example of
several brutal inquisitions 1% recent memory: Tt could

be argued it Was 2 matter of survival for wizards t0

distance themselves from those who were being hunted

understand this, but 1 feel no Sympathy for the countless
wizards who Jorned groups {ike Vinter Raeithorne’s
Tnquisition and participated in the murder of countless
men and women who chould have been their peers:

An examination of the history of inquisitions is not My
purpose, a8 fascinating s ¢hat might be- But 1 think it
is imperative to understand the connection between

all humans who practice the arcane arts. 1t matters not
whether that talent Was bestowed at birth of arose from
cedious study-

One of the primary )ustiﬁcations rmade by the
established wizard orders tO distance themselves from
sorcery has historica\ coots. The first recorded mention
of sorcerers presaging the rise of a new generation o
such individuais Was noted in Tarna in 137 BR. After
this date there was an expiosion of children born with
sorcerous potentiai across westernt Tmmoren. This has
prornpted us to date the Gift of Thamar t© just pefore
this time period, with 150 BR as the arbitrary point of
inception- adly we have few records about the yours
and likely terrified children bortk s SOICErers during this
time. They ikely had no ;nkling of the source of their
ower or how to put it to use- any were Killed by their

The Fraternai Oxder makes 2 point of the fact that
the first advances of their art date from Sebastian
Kerwin’s efforts beginning in 96 BR, 4] years and two
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generations ater. Clearlys they argue, their own art has
only a tangentiai connection t© this “Gift of Sorcery”
imparted 25 “a plague by Thamar % humanity: They
{nsist their more and ytica\ process was an invention of
Sebastian Kerwin, perhaps after having witnessed the

raw, tainteds and untamed energices of sorcerers firsthand.

This is utter rubbish, part ofa systematrc campaign of
lies and deception.’[he birth of sorcerers Was likely 2
side effect of the true divine intervention © Thamar.
Even when sorcerers Were appearing A1l over Immoren
they were celatively few among the total number of
births. Sorcerous abilities were an aberration, like
albinism OF leen hearing: This was simply the outward
sign of an {nvisible chang® that happened to every
human born after 150 BR.

The TFraternal Order of Wizardry has taken pains

to acquire Of destroy every copy of an obscure paper

by Sebastian Kerwin titled Arcand Progenesis.'ﬂlis

was written in 97 BR and predates his more widely
circulated Dissertations o Thaumaturgicai Formulation
pubiished one year latet: 1n this rare document Kerwin
theorized that some agencys possibiy divine, had
unlocked 2 fundamentai change i humanity which
gave ris¢ O sorcery and “which allowed mankind t0

access hitherto untapped potential." He went OB to say:

«By this power man can now manifest will as tan ible
g
energys evokin force, prom fin transrnutation, and
g % P

ceality” He believed strongly 10 the systernatic analysis,
categorization, teaching and improvement of these
processes,but none of his works suggests he studied
sorcerers tO arrive at these ideas-

Arcana Progenesis has the following intriguing
introduction, penned perhaps as a letter tO its
original intended recipient: «] have recently made
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the acquaintance of several helpful colleagues,whose Both the Fraternal Order and the Order of
names 1 mUst withhold for their own safety. 1 was T{lumination decry these claims 28 slandet, which 1 take
reluctant tO {ndulge them, 25 1 had heard ramors of as confirmation of truths these groups fear to eXpOSe:
their d'xsreputable religious beliefs. After putting Y Unfortunately, proving these statements 15 difficult.
preconcepﬁons behind me 1 have found them © be not Most joumals penned by Kerwin's own hand are nOW
only reasonable but also profound\y insightful- 1 believe under lock and key deep within the archives of the
their aims are the same a5 ours. They seelk to destroy the Fraternal Order Stronghold.Those who would give rise
Orgoth.Together we can lay the groundwork so future to Khador's Greylords Covenant stole similar works
enerations Can bring this t© fruition. It will require and have kept ¢hem hidden and protecte Why take
crouble and toil, but we academics ghould not forget such measures if the books did not paint 2 portrait of
our respons'xbﬂlties. Our minds are 2 asset we can Sebastian Kerwin that these wizard orders do not wish
employ against Our oppressors.We cannot turn away to be made public?

Even more telling is 2 comparison of the accolades
heaped upor Sebastian Kerwin to the utter Jisregard

shown for the work of other equally prom’ment

have nO ower if written by an undiscl lined mind but e
P Y P mdwxdua\s.Take as the foremost example Nivara, nOW

which s ring tO blazin {ife in conjunction with certain 7

. e B s eind Scion Nivard- Sheisa woman whose existence the

specific mental contortions: His phrasmg in these texts = .

: . G : : wizard orders have never acknow\edged despite the

gives the impression he was surprised O discover these o
role s

3 : e played in the development of wizardry-
runes, a5 i€ they v va‘dEd to him bY 23 e Nivara ascended in 25 AR after spending her life

training dozens of prominent wizards and encouraging

= remarkable funes which

source rather than being his own inventions-

These lines have beent dismissed 25 immaterlal, but this them to us€ their powers against the Orgoth-
and other evidence from the period strongly suggests
that Thamarite septs were involved it the founding ©
the Circle of the Oath in Ceryl in 67 AR. Accounts
maintained by the Shroud confirm this, although such
sources are ignored by the Morrowan establishment.

Sek.)astlan s e ﬁ}e“ e br%lhantl and leading Wizards in 32 AR, which termporarily freed Tordor
yoice, but he did not arrive at these ideas 11 2 vacuum- - 7 ; x

from 1its occupation- Arcane texts from this perio
Thamarites {nsist that the fundamental precepts of show clearly that Nivara invented many of the common
Kerwin's theories were derived from direction prov'xded evocation Fituals still in use by battle wizards today- She
by Thamarites gifted by divine visions passed to them rook the idea of wizards as weapons against the Orgoth
by Scion Flais. This 18 clearly described in the banned literally and did much to demonstrate the offensive
cext The Ekris Prophecies-: Kerwin has been elevated powet they could wield in war. Nivaras association
almost to the level of an ascendant in the folklore of the with Thamar is one reason scholars have igr\ored her
modern wizard orders, and they have buried all evidence historical role, but 1 think in doing $© they are denying
that he openly conspired with Thamarite priests, learned an essential clement i the evolution of their art.

the rites of both necromancy and infernalism,
advocated any and all measures necessary t0 lay the
foundation 10f the Rebellion t© come. T
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Introducing Sybeth Roane

S ybeth Roane is an infamous figure
among the occult community of
western Immoren, her name known

in Ceryl, Caspia, Leryn, and even
Korsk. She was once discreet about her
Thamarite beliefs but in recent years
has become bolder in flaunting her
religion. She has made her fame as an
occult scholar whose acumen on arcane
matters is indisputable. Her peers are
uncomfortable offering her praises due to

her scandalous religious beliefs.

She has managed to evade persecution by
turning the law against itself, exploiting
the fact that there are no explicit laws
against the worship of Morrow’s dark
sister. The theory has always been that
these individuals will eventually invite
their own destruction. Technically one
cannot be arrested in Cygnar, Ord, Llael,
or even Khador solely for worshiping
Thamar. Illicit deeds done in that

goddess’ name are another matter.

Sybeth Roane has been scrupulous never
to implicate herself in any actual crimes,
although she has skirted close to the line
on numerous occasions, particularly for

endorsing prohibited or banned books.

She advocates that knowledge must be
made available to all and that learning
and education should not be infringed by

arbitrary restrictions.

This becomes a stickier topic when
applied to arcane lore, which includes
several practices that are, in fact,

illegal. This includes necromancy

and infernalism. Sybeth claims only

a theoretical grasp of these forbidden
practices and maintains she does not
indulge in them personally. Despite this
she is closely watched by the Order of
Illumination. These zealous Morrowan
witch-hunters are adept at finding
justifications to destroy notorious
Thamarites. As yet, Sybeth Roane has
survived their scrutiny. She has the
friendship and support of people in
surprisingly high places, as her presence
is enjoyed by university intelligentsia and
noble dilettantes in most major Ordic
and Cygnaran cities. She is a frequent
visitor to Ceryl and Five Fingers, where
she has many contacts among occult and

Thamarite communities.

Sybeth has proven to be a formidable
wizard in her own right, quite capable

of using magic to defend herself. The
Church of Morrow deems her subversive
and dangerous but has been unwilling

to devote resources to dealing with her,
perhaps fearing what such a pursuit
might do to their reputation. Instead their
own scholars and theologians wage a
more civilized war of words with Sybeth,
engaging in printed counterarguments

among the scholarly circles of major cities.

Whatever her ultimate agenda, Sybeth

represents the more seductive face of

Thamarite worship, subtly working to

convert arcanists to her faith by applying

reason and logical persuasion. She is

quick to ignore or gloss over the many

violent acts, including ritual murders, ¢
performed by some people in Thamar’s

name. She argues that such elements

.“f-\' '

are simply unenlightened examples
of her faith. She prefers to focus on

Thamar’s message of mental freedom

L T

and empowerment. She enjoys criticizing »
those who would persecute members of

her faith for inadequate cause and takes
particular delight in unearthing hypocrisy

in both the Church of Morrow and the

mainstream orders of wizardry.
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