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HCover Story

By Dani Moritz

Sometimes in our lowest moments, something 
miraculous happens — something that rejuvenates the 
sprit and sets us on our path to happiness and success. 
)RU�.DWKOHHQ�%U\DQ��WKDW·V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�ZKHQ�

she thought she had hit rock bottom around 2010. 
          Kathleen had just been laid off from her job in construction, 
ZKLFK�ZDVQ·W�HYHQ�UHPRWHO\�LQ�KHU�ÀHOG��DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
scrounge up just enough money to pay the bills and feed her 
horses. What she did have plenty of, however, was time. 
�����7KDW�WLPH�FRXOG·YH�HDVLO\�EHHQ�VSHQW�VXONLQJ�DQG�ZRUU\LQJ��
EXW�WKDW·V�MXVW�QRW�.DWKOHHQ·V�VW\OH��6KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VDYH�MXVW�
HQRXJK�PRQH\�WR�SXUFKDVH�DQ�LQH[SHQVLYH�'6/5�FDPHUD�
with the help of her mom, and essentially taught herself digital 

photography. She thought, perhaps, she could pursue a new 
trade. She had the artistic passion and the education, having 
DWWHQGHG�/RXLVLDQD�7HFK�IRU�VWXGLR�DUW��VFXOSWXUH��DQG�KDYLQJ�
taken photography classes previously. So, she gave it a shot.
     As it turns out, that shot was well worth taking. Upon 
purchasing the camera, a friend emailed her who happened 
to know a show manager looking for a photographer that very 
weekend. 



�����´,�WROG�KHU�P\�FDPHUD·V�QRW�HYHQ�KHUH�\HW�µ�.DWKOHHQ�
H[SODLQHG��´%XW��WKH�FDPHUD�VKRZHG�XS�WKH�QH[W�GD\��,�GHYHORSHG�
a website and that weekend I was taking pictures at a horse 
VKRZ��,·YH�GRQH�WKDW�HYHU�VLQFH�µ�
     The show was a success and the show manager asked 
Kathleen to photograph the remainder of the season. Elated with 
her newfound success, Kathleen agreed — later to discover not 
only that the show season included a regional championship, but 
DOVR�WKDW�WKH�'6/5�FDPHUD�VKH�ERXJKW�RQ�D�ZKLP�ZRXOG�EH�RQH�
of the greatest decisions she had ever made. 

An Early Start
     While Kathleen may be best known for her stunning 
SKRWRJUDSK\��KHU�DUWLVWLF�VWRU\�GRHVQ·W�EHJLQ�ZLWK�D�FDPHUD��$�
passion for art runs deep in her veins and she knew she loved 
DUW��DQG�KRUVHV���DW�DQ�HDUO\�DJH�
     Her earliest memories of combining her passions include 
sitting in church, doodling and drawing horses on the offering 
HQYHORSHV�LQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�SHZ��´,�FRXOGQ·W�FKHZ�JXP�LQ�FKXUFK��
EXW�,�GLG�JHW�WR�GUDZ�µ�VKH�ODXJKHG�PLVFKLHYRXVO\��
�����$V�IRU�KHU�ORYH�RI�KRUVHV��.DWKOHHQ�LVQ·W�HQWLUHO\�VXUH�ZKHUH�
it comes from. With nobody in her immediate family sharing 
her fascination with equines, she can only assume her passion 
comes from her cousins who had horses growing up. 

A Seamless 
Transition
     Beyond doodling 
the four-legged 
beauties under the 
radar in church, 
.DWKOHHQ�ÀUVW�
professionally 
combined her love 
of art with horses 
via sculpture. She 
did decorative 
woodcarving with her 
dad when she was 
young, which made 
for an easy transition 
into sculpture.
�����+HU�ÀUVW�SLHFH�ZDV�
of a Thoroughbred 
racehorse and, from 
there, her passion and 
talent for sculpture 
took off — much like 



her beloved Thoroughbreds at the starting gate. She took jobs to 
support her passion and became recognized as a gifted artist in 
HTXLQH�VFXOSWXUH��<RX�FDQ�ÀQG�KHU�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�%DFN�LQ�WKH�6DGGOH�
catalog and as a featured artist on their website. 
     Through sculpture, she discovered her eye for photography. 
´6FXOSWXUH�LV�LQLWLDOO\�ZK\�,�VWDUWHG�WDNLQJ�KRUVH�SLFWXUHV�µ�VKH�
H[SODLQHG��´,�ZDQWHG�P\�RZQ�UHIHUHQFH�PDWHULDO��,W�WDXJKW�PH�WKH�
WLPLQJ�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�LQ�FDWFKLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SKDVHV�RI�WKLQJV�µ

�����6KH�GLGQ·W�DFWXDOO\�WDNH�D�SKRWRJUDSK\�FODVV��KRZHYHU��XQWLO�D�
VWXG\�DEURDG�SURJUDP�EURXJKW�KHU�WR�5RPH��ZKHUH�VKH�WRRN�KHU�
ÀUVW���PP�SKRWRJUDSK\�FODVVHV��+HU�QHZ�WHFKQLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�
FRXSOHG�ZLWK�KHU�EUHZLQJ�IDVFLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�SKRWRJUDSK\��QRW�WR�
PHQWLRQ�WKH�LQVSLULQJ�VFHQHU\�RI�5RPH��VROLGLÀHG�KHU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�
GLJLWDO�SKRWRJUDSK\��%XW�VKH�ZRXOGQ·W�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�SLFN�XS�D�
camera for some time. 

Looking to the Future 
�����6LQFH�WKDW�ÀUVW�VKRZ��KRZHYHU��.DWKOHHQ�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�EXV\�
enjoying life as a photographer, capturing images of competitive 
SDLUV�DW�QHDUO\����VKRZV�HDFK�\HDU��
�����%XW�\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�.DWKOHHQ�FRQWULEXWLQJ�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�
ringside action shots. She also enjoys portrait photography for 
VHQLRU�SLFWXUHV��VDOH�KRUVHV��VWDOOLRQV��DQG�WKH�OLVW�JRHV�RQ��6KH·V�
also immensely talented at bringing the natural beauty of the 
:HVW�WR�OLIH�LQ�KHU�ODQGVFDSH�SKRWRV��6KH�FODLPHG�WKH�3HRSOH·V�
&KRLFH�$ZDUG�IRU�SKRWRJUDSK\�DW�WKH������5RFN\�0RXQWDLQ�
+RUVH�([SR��D�PXFK�GHVHUYHG�FUHGLW�WR�KHU�QDPH�
     Over time, Kathleen has developed what she calls a “purist 
VW\OH�µ�6KH�DLPV�WR�VKRRW�KHU�SKRWRV�FRUUHFWO\�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK��VR�
that little editing is required. She does, however, also enjoy the 
creative editing process that goes into her new collage-style 
SKRWRJUDSKV��SLFWXUHG�;���
�����.DWKOHHQ�LV�D�YHU\�YHUVDWLOH�DQG�JR�ZLWK�WKH�ÁRZ�FKDUDFWHU��
Whether editing a masterpiece, shooting ready-to-go photos 
at horse shows or doodling in the back of the pew, Kathleen is 
happy as long as horses and art are involved.  

Featured on the Cover: Colorado’s Madeline Backus
0DGHOLQH�%DFNXV�RI�/DUNVSXU��&RORUDGR��LV�VRPHZKDW�RI�D�ORFDO�
VXSHUVWDU��*UDQGGDXJKWHU�RI�/DXUD�%DFNXV�DQG�GDXJKWHU�RI�
/HVOLH�7HUU\��IRXQGHUV�RI�&RORUDGR·V�3HQGUDJRQ�6WXG�(TXHVWULDQ�
Center, the 18-year-old eventer is well on her way to the top. 

Not only is the young eventer a friendly and spirited personality, 
EXW�VKH·V�DOVR�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�SUHWW\�LPSUHVVLYH�WUDFN�UHFRUG�³�
LQFOXGLQJ�D�QLQWK�SODFH�ÀQLVK�DW�<RXQJ�5LGHUV�LQ�������VHFXULQJ�
$UHD�,;·V�3UHOLPLQDU\�+RUVH�RI�WKH�<HDU�WLWOH�ZLWK�KHU�7UDNHKQHU�
mare PS Arianna and winning the Junior Training division on self-
WUDLQHG�36�.LQJ�RI�+HDUWV��RZQHG�E\�/DXUD��LQ�WKH������$(&V��
Sidelines had the chance to catch up with the busy rider and this 
is what we found out: 

:KDW·V�LW�OLNH�ZRUNLQJ�VR�FORVHO\�ZLWK�\RXU�PRWKHU�DQG�
JUDQGPRWKHU"�
,W·V�EHHQ�ZRQGHUIXO��7KH\·UH�VXSHU�VXSSRUWLYH��VR�LW·V�DOZD\V�
wonderful to have them there to back me up and to help me. 
6RPHWLPHV�LW�FDQ�GHÀQLWHO\�JHW�DQQR\LQJ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�P\�PRP�
EHFDXVH�VKH·V�P\�PRP��EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LW·V�JUHDW�EHFDXVH�
VKH·V�UHDOO\�FORVH�WR�PH�DQG�VKH�XQGHUVWDQGV�ZKDW�,·P�IHHOLQJ�

:KDW·V�LW�EHHQ�OLNH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�36�$ULDQQD"
:H·YH�KDG�KHU�VLQFH�VKH�ZDV�D�\HDUOLQJ��DQG�,�VWDUWHG�ULGLQJ�
KHU�DERXW�VHYHQ�\HDUV�DJR��,·YH�NQRZQ�KHU�VLQFH�VKH�ZDV�MXVW�
D�EDE\��:H·YH�NLQG�RI�JURZQ�XS�WRJHWKHU��7KHUH�KDYH�GHÀQLWHO\�
EHHQ�FKDOOHQJHV��WKRXJK��,·YH�GRQH�DOO�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�RQ�KHU�ZLWK�WKH�
KHOS�RI�P\�PRP��VR�LW·V�GLIÀFXOW�VRPHWLPHV�DQG�IUXVWUDWLQJ�EXW�,�
WKLQN�LW·V�OLNH�WKDW�ZLWK�DQ\�KRUVH��6WLOO��LW·V�UHDOO\�QLFH�WR�KDYH�WKDW�
bond with a horse.

�+RZ�KDV�3RQ\�&OXE�LQÁXHQFHG�\RX"�
 I love Pony Club. It gives you all the knowledge you need. It 

gives you horsemanship and sportsmanship and leadership and 
,�WKLQN�LW·V�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��

:H�XQGHUVWDQG�\RX·UH�RQ�WKH�\RXWK�ERDUG�IRU�'UDSHU�(TXLQH�
7KHUDS\�DQG�DUH�DQ�DPEDVVDGRU�IRU�0DM\N�(TXLSH��+RZ�
GRHV�WKDW�IHHO"
,W·V�DPD]LQJ��7KH\·UH�ERWK�DEVROXWHO\�DQG�ZRQGHUIXOO\�VXSSRUWLYH��
,W·V�DPD]LQJ�WR�KDYH�VR�PXFK�VXSSRUW��,W·V�KHOSHG�PH�NHHS�JRLQJ�
in the sport. 

:KDW�DUH�\RXU�SODQV�IRU�DIWHU�KLJK�VFKRRO"
,·P�QRW�DWWHQGLQJ�FROOHJH�ULJKW�DZD\��,·P�SODQQLQJ�RQ�JRLQJ�
and training somewhere. I was really fortunate to be able to 
WUDLQ�ZLWK�0LVV\�DQG�-HVVLFD�5DQVHKRXVHQ�ODVW�VXPPHU�DQG�,�
GHÀQLWHO\�ZDQW�WR�WUDLQ�DJDLQ�ZLWK�WKHP��,W�ZDV�UHDOO\��UHDOO\�IXQ��


