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AUDIENCE Patients and families affected by preventable surgical mistakes

Explain complex malpractice concepts clearly, establish trust, and encourage a

OBJECTIVE .
consultation
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CONTENT SAMPLE

Surgical Errors Lawyer

When a preventable mistake during surgery causes serious harm, patients and families may
have the right to pursue compensation and accountability.

Every operation carries risk, and an unfavorable result does not automatically mean malpractice
occurred. The central question is whether the medical team provided care that met the accepted
professional standard. A surgical-error claim requires careful review of the records, the procedure, and
the patient’s condition before and after surgery.

A legal investigation may include consultations with qualified medical experts, analysis of preoperative
and postoperative records, identification of every responsible party, and a detailed assessment of past
and future losses.

Examples of Potential Surgical Errors

PROCEDURE Operating on the wrong site, performing a procedure on the wrong
ERRORS patient, or causing avoidable organ damage.

ANESTHESIA Administering an incorrect dose, failing to monitor the patient, or
ERRORS overlooking a known medication allergy.

RETAINED Leaving instruments, sponges, or other surgical materials inside the
OBJECTS patient after the procedure.

INFECTION RISKS Failing to follow accepted sanitation, sterilization, or postoperative

infection-control practices.

DIAGNOSTIC Proceeding on the basis of a missed diagnosis, incorrect test result,
FAILURES incomplete chart, or unreported clinical information.

Whether an event supports a malpractice claim depends on the facts, the applicable standard of care, and qualified expert review.

PATRICE TURNER | SENIOR COPYWRITER & SEO CONTENT SPECIALIST



The Affidavit of Merit and the
Standard of Care

Ohio medical claims generally require one or more affidavits of merit addressing defendants
for whom expert testimony is necessary to establish liability.

The affidavit is designed to show that the complaint has a legitimate medical basis. A qualified expert
reviews the available records and states that the care fell below the applicable standard and caused
injury. Ohio Civil Rule 10(D)(2) governs this requirement and also provides a process for requesting
additional time in appropriate circumstances.

A well-prepared legal team coordinates the medical review, evaluates expert credentials, obtains the
necessary affidavit, and ensures that the filing complies with procedural requirements.

What the Legal Team Must Establish

Duty: A provider-patient relationship created a professional duty of care.
Breach: The provider’s conduct fell below the accepted medical standard.
Causation: The breach caused or substantially contributed to the patient’s injury.

Damages: The patient experienced measurable physical, financial, or emotional losses.

Medical malpractice cases combine detailed legal analysis

with complex clinical evidence. Clear communication helps
injured patients understand both.
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COMPENSATION & ACCOUNTABILITY

Damages Available After a Surgical
Error

The value of a claim depends on the severity of the injury, the treatment required, the effect
on the patient’s work and daily life, and applicable insurance and legal limits.

MEDICAL COSTS Expenses related to the original injury, corrective procedures,
rehabilitation, medication, and reasonably anticipated future care.

LOST INCOME Wages lost during treatment and recovery, as well as reduced future
earning capacity when injuries affect long-term employment.

PHYSICAL HARM Disability, disfigurement, chronic pain, and other lasting effects of the
surgical injury.

PERSONAL LOSSES Emotional distress, diminished quality of life, and other non-economic
consequences recognized by law.

When a Surgical Error Is Fatal

If a preventable surgical mistake results in death, eligible family members may be able to pursue a
wrongful death claim. Recoverable losses can include funeral and burial expenses, lost financial support,
lost services, and the loss of companionship, guidance, and consortium.

No financial recovery can replace a loved one. A claim can, however, help address the economic
disruption caused by an unexpected death and hold responsible parties accountable.
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CLIENT-FOCUSED ADVOCACY

Identifying Responsible Parties and
Building the Case

Patients recovering from a medical injury should not have to manage a complex
investigation, multiple insurers, and unfamiliar filing requirements alone.

Depending on the evidence, potential defendants may include surgeons, anesthesiologists, nurses, other
surgical staff, hospitals, laboratories, or entities responsible for charts, testing, medication information,
and operating-room procedures. More than one party or insurer may share responsibility.

Legal representation can provide a structured path forward while allowing the patient and family to
focus on treatment and recovery.

The legal team may:

¢ Collect medical records, surgical notes, imaging, laboratory results, and related evidence.
& Work with qualified experts to evaluate the standard of care and causation.

¢ Identify every potentially liable person, provider, facility, and insurer.

¢ Calculate current losses and document reasonably anticipated future needs.

¢ Handle written, verbal, and electronic communication with opposing parties.

¢ Negotiate for an appropriate settlement and prepare the case for court when necessary.

GET A CONFIDENTIAL CASE REVIEW

If a surgical mistake caused additional injury, corrective treatment, or the loss of someone you love, a
consultation can help you understand the available legal options and the evidence your claim may
require.

Anonymous portfolio sample adapted from client work. Firm name, URL, geographic identifiers, experience claims, and select phrasing
have been removed or changed. Legal information is presented for portfolio purposes and is not legal advice.
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