
Cockatoo Behavior 
Cockatoos! The first choice of ones who loves to keep birds as a pet. The 
Cockatoo is the unique tribe from the parrot community with approximately 21 
different species. What makes cockatoos unusually attractive is the crest feather 
on their head. You will always see Cockatoo proudly up-heading with its crest 
crown. Again, typical uptick behavior of our dear Cockatoo.   
 
Above all, what makes cockatoos join the pet service is their extrovert nature. 
Yes, Cockatoo loves to hang out with human buddies. It loves to engage itself with 
surroundings. Plus, they are too expressive (may have more guts than you!). 
Besides this, there is something coincidently common in Cockatoo and human… 
the life span! 
 
Cockatoo has a life span of approximately 60 to 70 years, and some are lucky to 
make a century. Out of 21 species, there are few species more in demand due to 
their unique traits. Before showing you the complete script on cockatoo behavior, 
let's introduce some amusing Cockatoo species. 

Cockatoo Spices With Interesting Behavior Traits  
 

 Goliath Cockatoo 
If you love and believe the power of colors, then black and its dark tones surely 
top on the list. Black is a symbol of strength, courage, and attraction. Therefore, if 
you search for a pet with confident behavior, Goliath Cockatoo is a perfect fit.  
It's all smoky dark grey with a beautiful contrast of red cheeks, which magically 
changes with its excitement level. For being handsomely dark, it is also famous 
with the name of Black Palm Cockatoo.  
 

 Major Mitchell's Cockatoo 
Like the soothing salmon pink color, Major Mitchell's Cockatoo has soothing pet 
behavior also. But, one thing to be very clear! Never reveal this Cockatoo with 
whom you are dating. They are exceptionally touchy about their owners and can 
really be the reason for your breakup. So if you can be smart enough to dodge or 
endure such possessive Cockatoo parrot behavior, only then go for it.  
 

 Umbrella Cockatoo 



Umbrella cockatoo has amazingly peaceful looks. But this not mundane its bubbly 
nature to trick. Umbrella Cockatoo has its name and fame in the trick industry. 
This white colored Cockatoo is a quick learner and loves to trick its friends in 
surroundings. The light yellow patches under its wing and tail add more beauty in 
the Umbrella Cockatoo personality.    
 

Lifespan of Cockatoo 
In the general lifespan of Cockatoo is around 60 to 70. But many factors can affect 
the life expectancy of Cockatoo. And specie is the most influential factor among 
all. Depending on which specie Cockatoo is born, its life span can easily be 
predicted.  
 
However, factors like feeding and looking after also contributes to the lifespan of 
Cockatoo. Therefore, always consult the vet before trying any new food on your 
Cockatoo. Besides this, be aware that chocolates, peanuts, beverages, alcohols, 
and fruit seeds will work as poison for them. 
 
Surprisingly, there is a weak record of Cockatoo's age in natural habitat. But, 
some researchers believe Cockatoos in woods have a shorter life span. It is due to 
the carnivore predators and environmental spates. 
 

Cockatoo Behavior As A Pet  
Friendliness and affection is the preferable element in your pet Cockatoo parrot 
behavior. Primarily, Cockatoo is a true lover and expects the same from its owner. 
You will be surprised to know that Cockatoo can lose its mind within no time if the 
owner fails to give it time. On ground reality, Cockatoo is a demanding pet parrot, 
and being with its owner is the only way to stop it driving crazy. 
  
Therefore, it is necessary to train Cockatoo to engage themselves with toys from 
the very first day. It will help to save your life… Thank me later! 
 
Don't be surprised to find out your Cockatoo has a high-quality loudspeaker 
instead of the syrinx. Yeah! Cockatoos have a high pitch voice enough to wake 
dead out of the coffin—however, its natural pet cockatoo behavior. Therefore, do 
not stop it loving for being itself. If you want your calm behavior in your Cockatoo 



parrot, then you need to be careful with time. If you leave it alone for a long time, 
it will surely adapt to the zero-tolerance policy and start protesting.  
However, at some points, all you can do is cover your ears with earplugs. Simply 
because it’s in the innate nature of Cockatoo. Usually, you will observe it 
screaming in the dawn and when it is time for the sun to say goodbye. Besides, 
this Cockatoo is proficient in learning as much vocabulary as much you want it to 
learn.  
 
The crest is the unique and eye-catching physical feature of Cockatoo. But it’s not 
only for the ornamental purpose. The Cockatoo parrot is wise to use this crown 
crest in its variant behavior patterns. If they find predators willing to make 
Cockatoo its meal in the open, Cockatoo will erect all its feathers and crest. In this 
way, it gives predators the false impression of being big and strong. 
 Moreover, if you find your pet Cockatoo parrot with an erect crest, know this 
attitude as happy behavior. They want to play with you.   
 
Even being a flying bird, the Cockatoo parrot exhibits very healthy 
behavior_ forage. Basically, forage is a natural phenomenon of birds walking on 
the ground specifically for hunting worms. It is their ancestral habit; even captivity 
cannot erase it from their blood. However, make sure to control its forage habit. 
Otherwise, catching them will make you out of breath. Moreover, it's also unsafe 
for Cockatoo's life, as they are habitual to bite everything and may bite something 
hazardous as wire.   

Different Types of Behavior In Pet Cockatoo  
Must say the cockatoo parrot proves itself to be the most organized and tuned 
pet with its different behavior in different situations. Below is the list of significant 
pet cockatoo behavior so you can easily handle your sincere pet friend.   
 

Cockatoo Behavior Problem  
Keeping Cockatoo as a pet is not a piece of cake. You should be ready to deal with 

all the hard times your Cockatoo parrot behavior can give you. 

 Biting 
Unfortunately, biting is one of the bad behavior your Cockatoo can quickly get 
habitual of. Though Cockatoo is a loving parrot but can soon lose its sweet 
temperament, turning into a devil.  



 
If they are angry at you, this the extreme why they adapt to show. If Cockatoo is 
staring at you with tightening its feather, it's time to distract Cockatoo or vanish 
from the site. It's a more apparent warning that you are soon going to become a 
victim of Cockatoo's tough bill bite.  
 

 Over- Exciting  
Emotional Cockatoo loves to get happy! But remember, its happiness is 
temporary. And this temporariness is not as same as of us… part of life kind thing! 
But something worst! It turns into the over-exciting behavior of Cockatoo. 
And the over-exciting with no time turns into aggression and frustration. 
Eventually, it troubling you to control and get rid of the tragedy your dear 
Cockatoo's anger will bring. Besides, your dearest cockatoo will surely make you 
deaf by screaming out loud in its spine, numbing voice.  
 

 Possessiveness 
Loyalty is the best trait of your pet Cockatoo behavior. But, Cockatoo makes sure 
that this loyalty is two-sided. It not only demands your time and attention; if 
wrongly dealt can make it problematically possessiveness.  
 
Cockatoo gets sexually mature after 5 to 7 years. Too much cuddling can result in 
sexual stimulation. And if they get habitual of sexual gratification by your physical 
touch, they will be after your life asking for it. Strange but true.    
 

 Abuse Female cockatoo 
Male cockatoos are pretty romantic with their females. But if Cockatoo's females 
fail to reach out to their set standards, it can drive them crazy.  
 
Consequently, Cockatoo starts hitting its mate violently with the bill. Therefore, 
ensure to tie up Cockatoo beak if it's female fail to do so and want to escape.     
 

 Feather Plucking  
It is not hot weather that induces feather plucking in Cockatoo parrot behavior, 
but the ignorance of yours indulges your pet cockatoo in such disastrous 
behavior. Hence never let your pet cockatoo feel out of your comfort zone. 
Otherwise, Cockatoo will be plucking its beautiful feather with the mantra he 



loves me; he loves me not… no bias! Your Cockatoo can alter the mantra according 
to your gender.  
 

Cockatoo Behavior Training  
Here are some training blueprints for shaping an acceptable behavior pattern in 
your pet Cockatoo parrot. Practicing them will have a promising result on the 
Cockatoo behavior.  
 

 Don't impose 
Never impose your instructions on Cockatoo. It will be only good enough to scare 
your pet from you and shattering its playful, fun-loving nature.  
 
Instead, adapt a rewarding attitude—Reward Cockatoo, such as its favorite fruit 
or nut on doing what you want for first. In the second attempt, they will be doing 
it willing without resisting.  
 

 Say No To Your Scream   
Screaming is natural for your pet cockatoo behavior. But, not yours. Screaming on 
them for any unpleasant gesture or on its screaming is good for nothing. In 
Cockatoo's world, screaming aloud is normal and even sometimes fun.  
Therefore, if you shout cheaply, they will perceive it as a funny response rather 
than aggression. Ultimately, it will encourage Cockatoo to rehearse the same 
behavior you were shouting for. Hence avoid this if you are not planning to lose 
your audibility.  
 

 Laddering 
Luckily, Cockatoo knows laddering is a grey part of its owner attitude. Laddering is 
the process of shifting a bird from one hand into another or gesture closer to it. 
So if Cockatoo displays any unwanted behavior, ladder it, and they will make sure 
not to upset its loving master again.  
 

 Pat On Head 
Be careful while showing your affection to your crest-owning friend. It is better to 
stick with the pet on the head instead of cuddling it. Because it will curtail the 
risks of falling into the sexually problematic behavior on maturity.  
 



 Toy Treat 
Cockatoo has an excitement level equal to a hyperactive toddler. Therefore, it's 
best to make them play with rubber toys of vibrant colors. This makes Cockatoo 
habitual of engaging in other activities rather than chit-chatting with humans. 
 

 Caging  
Always remember the cage of Cockatoo is its home. And homes are the second 
name of comfort and belongingness. Hence, make sure the Cockatoo cage should 
not become a torture cell for it. It would be best if you are extra careful with its 
space and width enough so that Cockatoo can spread its wing comfortably.  
 

Cockatoo Behavior In Wild 
Growing up in the natural habitat displays raw, innate Cockatoo Behavior. Here 
are the highlights of Cockatoo's behavior in the wild.  
 

 Cockatoo Flock Behavior  
It's not only humans that cockatoos love to hang. They are also happy to make 
friends in their own community. In fact, Cockatoo likes to live and flight with more 
immense flocks.  
 
Additionally, they admire each other by exchanging the gentle touch with each 
other. This caring, Cockatoo parrot behavior builds trust within its community.  
 

 Cockatoo Eating Behavior  
Cockatoo has healthy eating behavior. Most of the time, Cockatoo food is mostly 
plant-based. It includes fruits, nuts, and innocent buds (sad part). But, Cockatoo 
also feasts itself with worms and insects present on the ground and residing 
within their tree apartments.  
 

 Cockatoo Breeding Behavior  
Growing in the wild doesn't make Cockatoo wild when it comes to breeding. Male 
Cockatoos love to showcase its masculine beauty to attract females. For this, they 
will erect their feather, crest, and spread its wings and tails to reveal the beautiful 
color inside it.  
 



Moreover, Cockatoo has the character to follow single relation behavior with its 
spouse. Cockatoo loves, admires and, cares about its companion. An ideal spouse 
every one dreams for!    
 
Cockatoo incubates its eggs for almost 30 days. On hatching, they bring food for 
them as well. And nurture them till they become stable enough to fly high!  
 
Usually, Cockatoos breed one in a year month varies according on their habitat. 
The breeding season ranges from December to March. They usually are adequate 
to produce one stock of eggs but losing their eggs can compel them to reproduce 
again.  
 

 Cockatoo Nesting Behavior 
Cockatoos radically are not fond of building their homes with their own claws. 
Preferably, Cockatoo feels eager to find a hole inside the tree and then expand 
and renovate in its own way. However, Cockatoo takes care to select home above 
the ground minimum to 16 and maximum up to 100 feet.  
The cockatoo parrot has astonishing nesting behavior. Cockatoos are quite 
conscious about their upcoming babies. They bit farewell to their loving peers and 
migrate to find a suitable nest for their babies.  
 

 Cockatoo Sickness Behavior 
No matter if Cockatoo is wild or captive, sickness symptoms are the same. 
Cockatoo is an active pet, and you can undoubtedly figure out any dullness in its 
behavior. But, maybe a fatigue day has made you dull enough to notice your 
dearest pet Cockatoo's poor behavior.  
 
Therefore, you need to learn some behavioral indicators by heart. So even with 
the fused brain, you can recognize the trauma your feathery Cockatoo is going 
through. Your pet Cockatoo has very sedentary behavior when suffering from 
sickness. It will glue itself to one place, puffing out its feathers and closing its eyes 
entirely or half. If your Cockatoo is showcasing the same behavior, its time to 
jump off your sofa and arrange vet!  
 
Being outrageously social is what everyone loves about Cockatoo. But at times, 
over flooding of Cockatoo emotions can result in disastrous behavior problems. 
Here is how your Cockatoo will display a negative attitude. 



 

Conclusion  
The cockatoo parrot is a fantastic bird with a unique set of behavior. However, 
there are lots of things to keep under consideration while committing to this 
charming bird. It is better to train pet cockatoo well and with responsibility so you 
can enjoy its companionship without facing any behavior issues.  
 


