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The first impression I had when I finished Elizabeth L. Silver's 

novel, The Execution of Noa P. Singleton, was decent book-horrible ending. 

Then I dug a little deeper to see if perhaps Silver had accomplisl1ed 

wl1at sl1e set out to do with the 11ovel after all. I tl1ink she has. 

Elizabeth Silver is not just a11other lawyer wl10 writes abot1t the legal 

system. She is at heart a writer who just happens to have a law degree. 

The Execution of Noa P. Singleton originated with l1er researcl1 011 capital 

pu11ish1nent while in l1er third year of law school. Althougl1 11one of 

the cl1aracters or st1bject matter in the book derive from actual cases or 

persons, Silver credits her work on a clemency petition, which allowed 

he1· a glimpse into deatl1 row, for helpi11g l1er fi11d he1· story. 

Noa P. Singleton is a woman who has spent ten years on death row 

for a 1nurder she adn1its to committi11g. What is interesti11.g is she is 

a likeable character, whereas Marlene, the mother of the woman she 

murde1·ed, who appears to have had a change of heart abot1t the death 

penalty and is willing to petition tl1e court for Noa' s cleme11cy, is 11ot. 

Marlene isn't the only perso11. in Noa's life with less--than--desirable 

characteristics. As the story progresses, the mystery surrounding ''why'' 
Noa committed the crime is as prevalent as the lingering question of 

''Did she really do it?'' Only Noa can answer that question, and the 
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So wl1y should we care? Because Silver accomplishes what she set OL11· 

to do with tl1is novel by successft1lly mt1ddyi11g the wate1·s separati11g 

good a11d bad; right and wrong; guilty and 11ot guilty. She makes us 

qt1estio11 the jt1stifiability of tl1e death penalty. 

In a11 interview with UK National Bookseller, Foyles, Silver said, 

''It' s 11ot tl1at these cl1aracters are not empathetic 01· eve11 sympathetic, 

bt1t tl1at they do 11ot make those emotions easily accessible for readers. 

They have experienced a tragic shade of life, a11d fo1· tl1at, tl1ey are botl1 

e11deari11g a11d f1·ustrati11g at the san1e ti1ne. We all 1nake decisio11s 

based on raw etnotion, be it revenge, love, or insecurity. So1netimes 

those decisions are simply 1nisguided a11d s01netimes tl1ey appea1· to be 

t111sympathetic, but ultimately they reflect cl1aracters who are fallible 

a11d imperfect and 1nortal. I l1oped to blur tl1e li11es of what is right 

and wl1at is wrong, and challe11ge readers to step back and thi11k about 

capital punishment by virtue of tl1is u11clear divide.'' 

Tl1e story ope11.s with tl1e se11tence, ''In tl1is world, yot1 are either good 

01· evil.'' It ends with us asking, ''Is there no middle grou11d?'' and 

1·eevalt1ati11g ou1· views on the death pe11alty. 




