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S P O R T S 
Wave falls' to unbeaten Nighthawks 
BY I.AliRA MCCUSKF.R ANlii h a l f / / ' — . 

• •</. 
i 
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B's I AI K \ M(CfSKi-M AND h a l f / . "• ' / 
JASONTUREK . . ".Wc hive 10 Unicoi 

The New Milford Times 

The New Milford boys bas-
ketball, team established obe 
of its goals of the season by 
collecting eight victories in 
just 10 games to tarn a spot 
in the state tournament/Last 

• - ....... our 
turnovers." said Luchsinger. 

- "When we didn't do that.-they 
capitalized." • 

The Wave had tough luck 
all night with "its shots-as it 
had good opportunities, but 
had many shots rim.out. StilL-
New Milford went, to a trap Friday, i. looked to put itself 3 „ , n L° a ' r a p 

up near the top of the South- « , nus ,e. rc-d Newtown nV—. —t. - 1 V m ' . r o u , ! ' - . as it. was. fprcing turnovers West Conference standings its 
.it traveled to Newtown High 
School in front cjf a packed 
house to rake on the unde-
feated Nightlfawks 

Newtown 
New Milford 

Bunnell 
New Milford 

7 0 
_43 

8 4 
74 

'Results.:.... I..-;. B2 
Schedule.'.... , ^ B 2 

In a furious battle under the hoop, the Waves Samantha Doueherty 
(4) and Emma Crowcroft (21) vie for ball control in last Friday's 
match-up with Newtown. 

Wave girls drop two 
BY LAiJRA.M(:CuskER 
' ' Sports Editor 

After starting off the sirti-
sqj) with folir straight. wjns. 
the New Milford girls'bas-
ketball team has fatten into a 
bit of a slump, having lost its 
last three.The Wave battled to 

• an overtime loss against Joel 
Barlow last weekgpirid" since 
then has drqpped fw'Ci more in 
the pas'week, 

It's starting to look lilte ~ 

The Green Wave sought 
tp sully - Newtown's perfect 
record with its first big test 
of the season.'but it was not 
meant to he "on this night as 
New "Milford was on theJos-

. .. . .. ' ing end. 70-43. ' 
In the second, all that . --Thevre nretiv * 

j S P j * Night l i ' iwks" shoot- s a i d ^ c w ' M i l t o n f co«c~h Jim 

S w h i mmk a lot 

Thi =*"«• prt.hably 50 pcfccnl.-ine Wave was outseored.by n,,. >-lv|,|iv,.. i.. , , , „ 
S S r ^ ' f - 3 ^ ' • 4 - 0 ) » S h o | S on the 

thc^me. tramng 25-22 at.the which confcectcU j.ri 15 shot!' 
i-L u •* . . • - . and,made only one from 
Hic.hotne team ML him.bv Wyoojl the a^Vfcs l iiTlte 

lumojcrs'tn d a m : „„ . 1|fc. ( i r s , 

of its own in the third quar-
ter.- Some of its shots were 
going down and putting a bit 
of momentum on its sjde. as 
Shane Edmond scored six in 
the quarter to cut the'deficit to 
14 at 41 -27. The Wavehhough. 
couldn' t keep it going offen-
sively ^nd the Nighlhawks 
went on a 13-6 r'Ja from the 
end of the third quarter to jfie 
beginning of the fourth to etid 
any threat New Milford had. 

i thought we got shots 
that <we ' wantod. We did 
what we wanted to do.", 
said Luchsinger.' "They 'just 
Wouldn't fall. It was just'one. 
.of-those nights." 
. Mike Maherwas a big part 

of Newtown's success offen-
sively. scoring a game-high 21) 
points-including four 3-point-
ers. while P.J.{Cochrane hit 
two three's to end up with' 14. 

Edmond. arul' Xuvier 
O'Rouke led th<AVfcive with 
10 points apiece/while Scott 
Rossell, had eight -points; and 
grabbejl 14 rebounds. 

Bulldogs hang on for win 
On Tuesday, the Wave faced 

another big test in Bunnell. 
The Bulldogs, who hold a 
huge height advantage oyer 
the Wave, capitalized on that 
disparity, took control down 
the stretch, and played to an' 
.84-74 win. 

The Wave got off to a 
strong start, holding a 25 

f w L ^ y h S | i , X a ! , T - g 6 e s UP a 8 i , n s t t h e defense of-
Bunnells hulking Terrell Coward in Tuesday's game Despite beiri' 
outsized.O Rourke scored 25 points against the Bulldogs 

those travels and turnovers.in jaJ, .... ...... uiij; IOOK iiKC A those-travels ; 

going 2.6.-Tl,al squad W W - . f a r v " ; S ' " u r > P » " « ^ . a n d forcod 
er.edtogo4-l down thestretch • ur) .u.. , in, L ' ? J" the WaveJntd turnovers that 
and grab an-SWC berth. . JM..W baskets a, the- other 

Newtown 
New Milford 

4 7 
3 8 

Bunnell 
New Milford 

3 9 
34 

; 

Results.. 
Schedule. 

,B2 
B2 

Loss^o .Nighthanks 
/ Last FrTcTaV night.-the Wave 
\suffiired its fourth los-iof the 

,- Reason, dropping a 47-3X-deci-
sion to Newtown. ' y 

The. • Nighthawks had a f_ii., u:. . „ • 
deeeptively benigj reetird i S f e X " . . .... 

*«*> Mors 

. .. ... lllv. ,ICO I(, naskt 
w™ ' JS'I'h-,;,m!nfUis; "R' c n a <" l h t "<«' Smith Wast »aV whistled for hint Itad three .steals inoltejirst 
N T h,L° "I1' and was the s^rk as 
Nighthawks consejiiienily Newtown went un ai-ll'ruti 

- S t , .V, "VC ^ I'T "S ° " c r N c w Mtltord opened 
H h lin -'"?h ? '"h tlte game by storing the first from,the- line in the -lourth three points. 
Overal. Newtown was I l -far- Nighthawks extended 
* fir I? V . lhc to-IM at the end of 

- . A f t e r tying it „ p ' a , 34^11, ^ 
•asXelleysank two foul shots Olitscored New .Milford 
with 2.7 seconds left in the |<;:i() 1.....1 y. ix «. , h , 
third", the Nights,hwk* held the. l«-ad, ,ft-l«. %. ,he 
Wave to just four points in the 
final quarter. 

Kellcy. who scored in every 
quarter, was the game high-
scorCr with 23 points. while-
Power h«d 17. Dougherty 
was the only. V âve player to 
hit. double figures, with 12 Tlie Shepaug swim- team 
points." • , continued to roll along with an 

'All in aft.a game that hope- c a\v- 1,03-74.-win over Gilbert 
fqlly his team can-learn from. J " , a Berkshire. League rpeet 

one, . lucidly night at home, 
et. -Shepaug won all but two 

finishing with of his team s - U didn't helr tha't the" 
Th ,nh* u 1 - ' Wa)'«*an ihro.fotj-'troubk'.in -
llie height and strength "of the,second-hall Ro/sell .Kid' 

the Bulldogs. hovCever. would-, •\eritrestfa were 1*4 I. reed 
inevitablv come info play, and * To Tide tire he.nch for a while." 
began making a differenccjatc with-both fouling-hut-in the 
m 'he second quarter. Coward ^'atfie'y final' , t» ( . minutes * 

17 advantage '^fler'thc firei l°SSfd l w o h
1

ut;kc ,v ' , n ,ht" R'^an.. ,,ls„ („uK^'"oiit. Rut , 
quarter. The shots '^re land-' , """"'V-and the Bulldogs ho got most'ol .hif^fensive 
ing for New Milford. as the m a d c a la,.c ™n h> just damage done in theUir'st half, 
home team jqjtnagjaL.to gei„ ." n^ l l l : 4 < ' !ll(

haH,IlmL . 1 ' Hc-s difficult to .stfip." 
Luchsinger said of. Coward. 
"If he gets the ball inside, he's 
going to score We. fried. 
best to stop the vision of th't 
guards to stop them Irom get- • 
ling him the baJt^' ' \ 

Easier sa"id than done -As if 
worry*!? about one. trig scor-
ing threat wasn't enough, the -
Bulldogs have either weapons.' 
like Ryan Butler, whc. when 
boxed out. was just as capable 

gen 
around the Bunnell "defense 
"ITiomas O'^ourke and Andy 
Ventresca led the way with 
seven . first-quarter points 
apiece, followed b.y Xavier 
O'Rourke with six;The Wave 
played aggressive defense 
in the opening minutes, and 
managed to keep Bunnell's 
Terrell Coward awav from the 
hoop. Coward is the*Bulldogs' 
big man inside, and as long as 
he was boxed out. a big part of 
the Bunnell offense was kept 
in check. In his place. Chris' 
Rosario stepped up. launching' 
shots from the out.side. anii 

shot of launching a^timete -
to-get his p(<mtv Butlei and 
Rosarifl combined for 
3-pdi.nfcrs. 

The w e "a big teajn, and 
• W.e xt..not.iJ.indT.Uiat tjiSde â " 
difference Not" o'hly Stt.tReir 
kids bw. they're athli-tic." said 
LUchftingCr We gave a good , 
eflorji.we g^t'good looks and 
got the-shots we wanted,.Wo 
•had a goyd tirst quarter, but'-
we,-have to p|;A ,,11 four " ' 

Hie win gavC" Bunnell 
'.records ol N-4.'4<!.'whilc'thc 
. Wave Idl to S-JT-S-.V ' 

".New 'Milford- was sched- ' 
uled.to play. a. non-le-aiuer "" 
against Derby ,.»n Thursday • 
after..press, rime, and"• hosts . 
Notre. Damc'JMtfield:on 
l i n k . H ' " • 

Shepaug swim beats Gilbert 
B V I o n s . I f i u s f t - i r « i T r . . n r - > 4 • I BY JOHN ToRsftLr.6 
(• oiltrthuimx Writer 

" V ' ' b" c- 1 -

TSSichthawks a r , P » S ' h a ' decided it. We've won Ocf.uca in the -ZlKl^ee. K 

comDetitive bowevtr ami h u I C"U'^ P"" ( i n f f i " B r " W " i n " i this one out. - ' Mike Caridi in Ihe Si-free. competitive, however, arid 
Wave coach Devon Parker 
knew they'd put up a good 
fight. U, 
. "They're a good team." he 

said after the loss.. "They've 
already played a lot of tough 
teams, which is why they only 
have four wins." 

Field goals- were nearly 
even between the two teams.-
15 for the Nighthawks. 13 for 
the Wave. It was the small 
things mounting up - travels, 
turnovers, shooting just over 
50 percent from the line - that 
did the Wave in. 

"The, travels were killing 
us. In a game like this, every 
travel, every turnover, is mag-
nified." said Parker. "A travel 
can be huge in basketball. In a 

• blowout it doesn't matter, but 
it's big in" a game like fhis." 

The Wave led after just 

this one out. 
Outlasted hy Bulldogs 

On Tuesday, the Wave trav-
eled to Stratford to lake on 
Bunnell, and left with a 39-34 

The way the first quar-
ter played out turned out to 
have an effect on the final 
score. Bunnell outscored the 
Wave. 16-8. and even though., 
that was the Bulldogs' big-
gest offensive quarter, they 
held on for the win. The home 
team scored a total of just 
13 points in the second half, 
but since the Wave couldn't 
manage to get much going 
offensively either, that early 
-Bunnell lead played a crucial 
part in the-win. 

Johnson's eight points was 
enough to make her the Wave 
high-scorer. Though New 
Milford didn't get the points 

Travis Morse' in the butterfly. 
Patrick O'Brien in the KK)-
free.-Mike Piersall in the.5.(X)-' . -
free.-and Megan Piersall in * 
the backstroke. x . 

The Shepaug 200-medley •' SHepaUg 
relay team of'Morse. Troy /* - |L 1 
Horrigan. Zach Gillespie and ullDert . 
Caridi. and. the 200-lree relay- : 

team of O.'Bricn, Carjdi. Troy . 
Horrigan and Sarjth KeliK &f | edu l e ... .'". I P 
were also victoripjji" . \ 

Shepaug -swims . at 
NorthweMerh-Saturday night 

103 
74 

'Have a story 
idea 

of game 
results? 

SiytdthecnanJj'tiyeam. 
-scheduli-str'fostervitr'pho- ' 
tos 10 I .a ura .McCusker. 
Sports Tditor. The NeW 
Milfocd ; times .it-- hou>a 
tonitSportsedit oKact Ce n t 
ralcom or.e,ill -"XN 1.354. 

NM iBilforii aintrs 
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 

, ..in.1 jus. Millord didn't eet the noinis 
one quarter the first out- J n c e d e d f o r f„c 
scoring Newtown. 12-7-The w a s hot from the outside 
Nigh hawks strategy early on w i t h f o u r p l a y c r s pjc |c-

j , 10 , h c 3-pointers. Johnson hit twice 
H I ,- • , s o m c ' f r o m b c y ° n d , h e a rc- wth 

!v g , h ey d , d 'line and again, single buckets from Novickv. 
Newtown uncorked more Kaitlyn Flvnn. and Maria 
than a half dozen shots /rom Ortiz. Bunnell's tirynn Miller 
3-po.nt range in the first eight was the game high-scorer 
minutes, and made none of with 17 points. 
them. Meanwhile, the Wave's The, Wave, now with a 
Samanatha Dougherty carried 6-5 overall record, plays at 
her team in the opening quar- Lauralton Hal) tonighj, and 
ter, netting eighr points in the at Notre Dame-F airfield on 
first. Tuesdav 

Highlights 
Steinmetz has been a force 

to be reckoned with in the 
BL this season. She's averas-
ing '16 pomts-per-game, tak-
irg down an average of 15 

. rebounds per game, and six 
blocks per game Her highest 

. offensive output this year was 
a 29-point performance in a 
win over Thomaston. 

Coach's Comments 
. Steve Schibi says, "Sam 

has been everything to this 
team She's our floor leader, 
and also our vocal leader 
She's a very ^motional kid 
who takes the game seriously, 
no one wants t o ' w i n mcze 
than she does ' 

SJUUUmUSTDNMEn MICHAEL BEUAGAMBA 

Highlights 
! ; . Bellagainba is on the .brink 
of. "setting new records at New 
Milford. He h«js 141 wins, 10 
short , of the- 'school- record, 
and 78 career pins, just five 
away frSrq a new -record 
He placed first at the New 
Milfor'd Toj/nament iast week, 
the third time tie's done so 
Academically.- he's in the top 
5 percent of his class ' 

Coach's Comments 

swrt Swrt 

Paryl Daniels says,."I can't 
say enough about Michael, his 
work ethic, and his desire to d o 
well He always does his best -
I don't think he cares about 
winning as much aj; feeling 
he gave everything he could. 
He's had what may be the 
best overall wrestling career in 
New Miltord history, and we've 

Coaches may submit B*,r ctoct fbr Athlete of the Wok by call,113 S ĉfls Edito Eauta Mc&isto at 155 


