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When UCF football fandom meets cosplay, it creates a superhero
of sorts — The Knightalorian
By Guilherme Hiray Leal
Special to The Sentinel • Oct 21, 2021 at 3:06 am

The Knightalorian keeps walking around the Bounce House on game days, fans stopping him to ask for pictures while admiring his costume.

Although he is popular, they do not know who the man under the helmet is.

Kevin Herr, a 35-year-old former UCF mechanical engineering student, was making “Star Wars” costumes for conventions when he noticed

similarities between them and the UCF football uniforms, especially the space editions.

“Some details from what you see from the players’ uniforms work really well with ‘Star Wars,’” Herr said. “It was a really fun mix-and-match

of the things that I love.”

Herr started only with the helmet at home games during the 2020 season, a piece made with the help of his friend Taylor Travers.

When UCF posted a photo of him on social media, things changed.

“After that I think he was hooked,” Travers said. “He had lots of questions in the beginning, but with cosplay you learn something new with

every costume you build, so he’s come a long way in a year.”

Herr invested on his own 3D printer and began making the other parts of his costume. After almost $2,000 and months of work, the first

Knightalorian outfit was completed.

The process of making a costume starts with sketches inspired by “Star Wars” characters. Piece by piece, detail by detail, the costume starts

getting its look on paper. After the drawings, Herr turns on his 3D printer and the magic begins.

It can take up to four days to get done since there are many details and some pieces are very large.

After the printing process, Herr paints his pieces in his garage. Once they dry, Herr adds some special details to highlight his UCF connection.

For example, on one of his latest models he included the 321 area code at the front of his helmet. It resembles UCF’s Space Game uniform,

which pays homage to the Space Coast near campus.

Herr, who drives two hours from St. Petersburg to Orlando on game days, wears his costume for the entire football game, from tailgating to

the final whistle — even in 90-degree heat — to respect the titular character’s motivation in the Disney+ Emmy-winning show “The

Mandalorian.”

“There is a little bit of off-gassing from the different plastics, resins and glue,” he said. “There is a bit of a chemical smell going on through the

helmet all day.”
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Herr inserted two fans on his helmet so it would be more comfortable to him. He also inserted a Bluetooth microphone inside and connected it

to a speaker on the chest, giving him a robotic voice similar to the Mandalorian character.

Natalie Battaglia, Herr’s wife, usually helps him when developing a new costume but with Herr’s multiple costumes and different pieces

sometimes it is difficult to follow through.

“Honestly, I feel like he’s always working on new pieces,” Battaglia said. “At this point, I just let him do his thing and make sure he cleans up

afterwards.”

She said it is awesome to see the love he is receiving from the UCF community and how excited he is about being The Knightalorian.

“He doesn’t get overly excited about many things, but this is definitely one of them,” Battaglia said.

Herr said the smiles of children when they first see him as The Knightalorian are “priceless” and motivates him to make his hobby something

that people of all ages can enjoy.

“I love what I am doing, and I will continue for games to come,” Herr said. “This is the way, the UCF way.”
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