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/f f a,r't /,^V er@a,y a7 to tle
at(wrt* of cono sord, fo',* ,r//t too nag, /oo{c

hj& dthat a wlnnld

orrrteen books?" nrv rvife :rsks in a
I t . r r .h rr ] t i .ocr ' . "Hrvcn'r  uc secu (- . r r l

r . - '  '_. '  ' "  '

Hiaasen, like, thlee times?"
Four t inrcs, I  think. " l ' rn, uh, not

\urc ho\\  I  cnded rrp rr  i th \o nl . rn)  bookr."
"So hou. many do vou alreadv have

signed?"
Ma1,be thirtrr "This'll be our last

Hiaascn reading for a rvhile-l plonrise."
She looks dorvn, shakes hel head, and

opens thc canvas bas I'r,e h:Lndecl her. "So
r ihat  d id rou girc rrrc to br i : rq rrp?"

"Let'.s see: l French copy of Tirlri-sr Seasol,
a British sallev of Hoor. r copy of his first
book as a ghostr,vriter-1ook, it's alread-r' sigred
by Neil Shulman-r fir:st of r\nrirc Tbn.guc. . .
and I'11 let vou sive him the nerv novel."

"'Wait-r\aril c Titn.q r e? L)on't you
alreadv havc an ar-rtographed copt' of tl'rat
oue? i cor,rld h:rve s\\'or:n-"

"Um...this' I l  be an extr:r." Another
extra, actuall1,.

"You're planning to se1l it, rieht? Right?
I  t t tc.r t t .  i t .  . r  g lc.r t  novel .  btrr  horr  nr . r r rv
signed copies do vou need?"

Shef rvell arvare, ofcourse, that the
issue of rieerl isn't all that reler,ant rvhen rt
colnes to book collecting and, especialll',
to book signings.

Regulal non-collectols-that is, plain
old rccdcr-have it easy: thev clecide, perhaps
rhl l  rcrr  crenirrg.  ro c]r tek out thc cvcrt .
.hou up t  fcrr  r r r inLrrc.  c.rr ] r . . r r rJ.rr  dorrrr
anl.r.vhere rvith a vierv of the podiurn. If the
author makes the book sound appealing
enough, they stick around riter thc Q &A to
nait in line, srab a copr,', have it siered. and
purch:rse it on the wa) oLlt of the stor:e. If
the book sounds rcall1, goocl and (as Hiaasen\
Skinny Dip did) scolecl a rar,-e revicr,rr in the
previous day's \Iel.,YorA Tlle-c, maybc. thev'Il
buy an extra for a bcst friend or par:ent.

But for collectors, thele's nothinq spur
of the nroruent .lbout attending a readins or
discussion event. Is there a rnore appealing
signing scheduled elservhele that evenins?
Hor.v manv backlist copies are oka,v to brinu?
Do tou remove dr.rst jackets and leave thenr
rt home? Do you leap to the front of the
line or courteousll' hrng back ti1l the errd?

It\ enough to mrke vou consider le-rv-
ing thr t  e\ t r . r  cop) oi . \ 'ar i i  r  Ti lqrr t  .Lt  honrt ' .
'Wcll, 

nravbe the erta extra cop\r.

at
Q/ , ;u plrn rhcad. l :  f lLr '  .rhc.rd r\  )or.r \ ' rn.
/  Bouksrolcs rrrrr . r l l r  po:r  cr  ent  cr lcrrdar.
rveeks or even months in advance and

Juthol  . '  r rcb r i tc.  o l tcrr  l i ' t  Ltp( o] l t i ] ]q t ( )Ur
dates.Yon mav need the extn time.Aftel all,
rll-rv bibliophiles rvith accumulrtion disor-
clers vou knor,rt r.ho vou lre-have books
stashed in dillbrcnt locrtions thrt u'rl1 reqr-rire
tlnre to ullcovef.

The serious collectors keep t:rbs on horv
often :iuthols lace the public; thosc s.ho
emerge onlv rareh' are cleerned "hard to get."
(Almost bv definition. rnyone appe:rrine
before a Bunes & Noble crou,d doesn't
qualih.) It\ useful inform:rtion. It helps esti-
mate horv crorvded a given event \vill be,
:rnd hou' nr:in,v fellorv collectors mieht be
shon'itrg up rvith u.heeled luqsase car:ts.

f t r r '  . r  pr l r ic t r l . r r  lcrdirrg or '  . iqnirrq.  rorr
t:rke its rar:irv- into account.'W'hen night r,.ou
get another: ch:rnce to see this tuthor? On a
givcn Tuesdav night, is it worth spcndins ar-l
evening to get :r scribbled na1l]e on the title

P:19e of one or t\\ro books? On fbr-rr books?
( ln ,  iShr? And i t -  l t ru ' r 'c  , rc(  unlul , t r inq Juto-
graphed copies to lesell, sonre mental arith
nretlcr is required: the number of hours of

,vour life spent :rt readinqs vel:slls the altlount

,vou can sell the books for on eBil'.
Ifthe event rs unusual, its hard to resist

m:rximizing the opportuniw b,v loldrng up.
Do r.-ou have enoush of the authort books?
Of course not. No such thing as "enoush."

And the ionger you plan ahead. the morc
tine to fi1l gaps in voul collection. courtesy
of Abebooks, eBq',Anrazon, ancl rvharever
bookstores are rvtthin drirane range.

Multiple copies of the sanre book :rrc
trickt'', since thev're obviouslv not all just for'
rlour personal librarl'. Many authors are sav\\-
and cvnical about collccrols. and at the fir'st
sisn of a duplicate, thev'l1 nrake a cr:rck about
your plans to sell it online. Unless vor-r'rc
conrfortlble srniling atrd saving, "Yes, I rnrend
to m:rke l profit b,v reselling youl book," vor.r
necd to hme an excuse readl-. I usurllv go
ni th:" l r \  orr t  of  ntr  [ r ro l r rcs. : r r rd th i '  i61.1
is for a friend, but I'm not sule rvhich ll-iend

1.et. so just a plain signature, plelse ." Even if
the,v clon't belicve rne, I feel less erubarrassed.

L)upl i r ' : t tc :  , r ' idc.  thcle.  . r  r rnr  j rnrrr l r

number you c:r11 legitimatelv blir-rg to thc.
evellt withollt offici:rl sponsorship mnninq
l reacling club, perhaps. If vor.r u.on't be able
to 1r-rg evelvthlllg up to the table rvithout a
hand truck, that's too nranr,'.And vou h:n'e to
go b,v fecl, takine into :rccou11t likelv atten-
dance, the allthorls age rnd staniina, lnd vour
sense of u'hether the author u.ill be delieht-
ed or annoyed bv vor.u' stack, or stacks.

I don't knou' hol' rnanv books lou'cl
h.rvc ro.ct  i r r  l i ' r r r  of  thc lnprr ' -prol i f i ,  J , ' r , r '
Carol Oates bcfore shed r':rise an evebrorl'.
My u,ife and I once st:rcked tu,enty in flont
oi  i rcr ' .  : rnd : l te ru, , ,1 t l r rough thcrrr  n i thorrr
colrunerlt. On the other hand, you c:rn make
. ,  , . . ' , t  ; , , , , . ,  . ,  ^ , ,  , , , , t -  . . ,  , -1)JCCl. l \ t ( )1t( ,J IU

bibliophrlic readels. I'nr :r f:rn of lcnrinist crit-
ic Elaine Shorvalter', and at l bookstore event
a felr' veals ago, onlv one other attendee
rpprorched thc podiurn. She held onlv the
.rurhol i  t terr  bouk. . ,  I  gr ' . r ,  iorr . l r  lc t  l rcr  *o

first :Lni'l thcn unlolded thc thirteen books
I d brought. Shon'alter rvas anuzcd. She evi-
dentlv didn't knorv that she /r,rrl fans.

You nisht think adr,.rcc about plopliety
i \  Lulrccc\ \ . l r ' \ .  but  r  otr  d l r .  r r  rorrq.  I  . . r r r '

novelistJefh-ev Eugenicles read several years
:rgo in a NervYork brr, ancl aftem'ard a clell-
er :rsked hinr to sign :r L:rv books-and then
erectcd a tower ofplast ic-shcathcd copies
of The I'-iro,in SlicilJr,-s on a tablc. Eugenides,
pen in hand, i 'ecoi1ed. "Not al l  those, rnan,"
he said, shaking his head.
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lbout books that

/l/ ar-rthors rvon't sign at

all? Mrr..bc vou've heard

the rurnors :rbout ar.tthors'

unrvillingness to :rutouraPh

ccrtain books: Rick Moodv

reportedlv u'ou't siqn hts clebut,

CrrrLln St dt e'. Mich:rel Cuuninsh.inr

rcfuses to sign his hard-to-tind first

novel, Goldert Srarcs. These two rlullors

arc entirelv untruc.The rr,lthors clon't brt

an eve s-hen handed copies ofthe books

and shlr.rg off comurents like "l hearci )'ou
rvon't sign this one br-rt thought I'd tr,v any-

11'1y " lvith half-snriles.
The onlv refr,rsal I'vc ever seell w2ls no

surprise. On his rveb site, novelist T. C. Bo-vle

explains that he\ rn,ilhng to "stancl there tbr

tr'-o hours if necessarv (and sometimes it rs

necessary), until evervone has been :lccolll-

nrodated," but he l'on't sigtr advance readers'

copies, "because those ale given rvav fi-ee and

tl'ren becotne objecn of ereecl lbl certain sellers

:rnd collectors." Indeed, at 2ul c\ient I collple

of vears ago I sarv Boyie refuse-surprisingl,v

genth,', consideritts-to sign one fank gallevs.

He's an exceptioll, though. Fcr'v authols

objcct to ARCs, even though thev're plirna

facic er-idence that the gu,v holcling the books

paicl not a dirlre to the guy holding the pen.

Jinr Lehler, presented rvith a strck ofbooks

topped rvith several ARCs, expressed some-

thing close to gratitude:"'Woll'. I'vc never

even seen these befbrel"At lvorst, :ltlthors are

b1as6:"You got this at the Strand, didn't I'or-r?"

Drle Peck asked rue.Wliter M:rtther'v Derby

professecl gcuuine concern. "I certainly hope."

he told nrc :rt an event this fa1i, holding n-v

grllev copv ofhis short stoq' collection,"that

1.ou didn't pay ntore than, like. three dollars

for this." (l had.)
Most collectors and dealels leave the dust

jackets-safeiy Brodarted, of course-on the

books; sorne renlove them, assuming they'll

be safel at hone. NoveList Christopher Moorc,

upon seeing nr,v plasfic-covered jackets, assumed

I rvas such a serious collector that I'd rvant

him to follorv strict guidelines as to prge and

color of felt pen. I assr.rred him that the choice

u.as his, and he left a bright red scrarvl on

each title prge.
It'.s good marrlers, of course, to take out

revielv slips and publiciry photos, since thev

signi!' that you didn't actuallH as God intend-

ed, purchase the copy fronr a bookstore. Other

ephcmera, sr-rch as reviervs, crn nrake gl'eat

I  FrNr Boo\s ct ,  CoLLf,( l  r Io\s

corversatic)tt starters-or can bt'ing on :r

small fit of pique.At one sigring'Aun Reattte

glimpsed a harsh Nrclrl'irr* Zrrrcs revierv I h:rd

tr-rcked inside an elrly novcl of hers ancl took

mock offense; pcrhaps the tuetlrory still stung.

p o vou', ' .  ;1i  ths . igr i l rrF. Shorrl . l  vtrtr  bLrv

G) th.  lcr .  buok r iL: l r r  rhcl t :  Ab.olurclr .  crcn

ifit costs a bit nrore, for al1 the usual reasons of

morality ancl the continuing survival of book-

stores.Apart from tuasstve tliedia events-

ilppearances by the likes of Bill CLinton-von

never knorv horv manv people rvi1l shorv up.

Youd think thet NervYork, hone of the pub-

lishing industr-v as rve1l :rs Arnericr'.s most pop-

uious ci6', u,ould drarv lots of people to every

er''ent. but it doesn't. At starved-for-bo1-remia

cities like, sa1', Sacrallrento. I niidlist author nlay

dr:nv several hundred people. C)n the other

hancl, those cities plovide the setting of urost

publicity-tour horror stories. You knorv, t1'r e

kind in rvhich the author ends up reading to

ts,o honreless people ancl an off-duw cashier.

Th ,,ssoo ol rcz/ k,r't
tfu rcArwt utrpl( lt

cotftes h /oo/ */fuV'
Once vou €iauge the size of the crorvd.

the next decision is r.vhere to sit. Itls :r qlles-

tion ofbalanciug courtesv ancl convenience.

C)bviousl1', a seat up front-offering the chance

to junrp to the front of the line-means less

rvaiting after the Q & A before vou can head

for the exit. It means a better chance at get-

ting legible sign:rtures before rvrist rrd pen

wear out. But if you have more tirrn four or

so volumes, iti the equivalent of steering a

loaded shopprng crrt into the eight-items-or-

less aisle.Yor-r'11 get out frster, but vou'11 piss

ofF evervone behind vou.
If vou've brought a lot ri.'ith you, then,

1'ou do the proper thing-right?-and resign

vourself to lvaiting until the end.The good

ner,vs is that you can choose a seat rvith a great

vierv of the podiurn, no nlatter hou' itrcon-

venient it is to get to the signing table.

Assuming you alrive elr\ you listen to,

and perhaps participate in, bibliophilic chatter.

At NervYork events, the sanre dozen ol so

faces shor'v r.rp in the first rows of ntost nrajor

events, cf,lrvas bags lt their feet.The collectots

talk rbor-rt hou, the authori nen' book conr

pal'es to his previous ones; the dealers discr-rss

s'hich oithe :ruthor's books sell particuhrl)r

lvell, or poorlyr. (The fornrer is endearing, the

latter tackv-this is supposed to be a liter;rrv

event, not a stiige in a business transf,ctlon.)

Sonetines the event facilitator precedes

the leading or cJiscttssion with instrLlctlolls:

"'We'11 bring )rou L1p rorv bY rorv," or "He's

exhausted, so rve're asking th:rt peoplc have no

more than three books," or "Since thel'e are so

manv people, she rvon't be able to personrlll'

inscribe books." Liltrits r-nav or lllay not colne

u'ithout an exphnation. Neil Sinron: trvo.

l)oris Lessing: three.John Updike: one' Paul

Auster: three. SuzlntleVega: nvo. Marqaret

Anvood: rr'r,-o. In I 991 , KurtVonnegLlt arrived

rt a Berkclev bookstore bleary and ranibLing

rnd u,ild haired, and the stole quicklv an-

nounced a linrit of one signature pel persoll.

(Vonnegut crafted each autograph so slolvly

that tl-re line still took hours to clear'.) Of

course, rf there's a lrrnit-and one is to be

expected u'ith the highest-profile authors-

vou junrp into line 21s sool'l as yol-l can.

At the reading itseif you try to be a good

listener, don't you? Thc dealet's ur the fi'ont

ro\ \  n l . l \  . lur t rp $i th Jorr t lc . l t t  cyc ' .  $ l i t tng

for the autographing to co1nllle1lce, but ltou
don't have to be one of those guYS. Interest-

insh,', neither the dealers nor the collectors

ei.,er ask a cluestiott of the ruthor dr-rring the

event itself. Theil focr-rs is on the books :rs

collectible objects.'Who asks the questions?

Oh yeal.r-the rcadcrs.
Yor-r bring up rvhat you have, if 1'ou can,

and tace the store personnel, u'ho are of r'vide-

iy var,ving conlpetence alld cheerfulness. At

independent bookstores, they're rlmost aln'avs

openl,v excited and u'elcotlring of attenclees

of all kinds. At the Manhattan Barnes &

Noble stores, the people in charse rlin the

gamut f1'om briskl,v etlicient to friendly but

hrplc. .  ro opcrr l l  l ro.r i lc .

If the sta{f is on top of things, they'1i

have Post-It prds at the ready: Wor-rld 1'or'r like

your book inscribed? To r'vhom? Your choice,

of course. I ahvays prefer inscriptions to plairl

autoglapl-rs, but a lot of people disagree.And

no questioll that, presented rvith a stack of

books, authors altudl's prefer to keep it short

and simple.
And then t'ou're there rvith the author.

Most readers can simply smile and nod if they

rvish. They'll be on their u'ar'', inscribed book



in hand, in moments.The collector h:rs
rlrore tinre to fiI1, plus a rieecl to justif,'

the stack of books he l'ras set in front of
rl-re author. "l'm a ll( fan" seetus arvfully
qeneric, takes onlv a second or t\\'o to
sq', and invites little interaction on the
.rr-rthorls prrt.You need to prep2rl'e .{ontc-
r/rirg-perhaps a briel, sparkling testi-
ruronial to yollr favorite of his books, or

1^ ' . '  ,1, . , , , ,  , , . , , .  : l for . t .  to rr-rckruuur )vu,  \

.lorvn a p:]rticular hald-to-find cop.v-
rnd have a backup linc or tu.o ready in
c,rse he pauses to respond ar-rd then
retur:ns to sienrng.

t /
/ r /  c n.rrrcd untr l  tht ' rcr-1 cnd.r f  thc
UV line to present our foul'teen books
tor Car'l Hiaascn's signature, and assured
r l rc . torc lcp.  Po' t - l r  pad in l r . rnd.  rh.rL

lust plain autographs rvould be fir.re.
\y .  ̂ - .  .*  .  r  *L. ,  ̂ . . ,L^* . ,  i rh sr t r i lc :  l r rd
rpologies and a qr-rick reuriniscence of
the l:rst tirne u,e sarv him speak.

His perr rnoved too raprdl,v to allou,
mnch tinre for rvc're-l.rlg-fans banter'.A
decade ago, Hiaasen marveled at thc rar-
iry of prizecl items that collectols set in
iront of hinr. Nor,, a bcst-sclling novelist
u'ho tours for every nerv book, 1're harcl-
lv notices the rvords prrntc-d on the trtle
pages he's autographing.

He closed the cor.'er of the last one-
a hard-to-find U.K. llrst of A Death irt
Clina,lis last co-r'r'ritten thriller before
ernbalkinq on a solo carecr, reall,v a nice
copy-rnd pushed it torvrrd us."Thanks,"
he said. "Thnk 1,0u," rve chorused,
loaded seven books back into elch crn-
vas bag, and headecl for the dou.n esca-
lator. Mv lvife u'aited Llntil \ve wele
halfii'ay clor,vn betbre nuclging nre. "So

\'ou arL' going to sell th:rt extra copy
of ,\ralirc ?irngrie, right? Right?" o

;n;;;;;;;;;;;;,;,' ., ",';"" ' ""'"" "

1. Plrn Axrno
ln almost every major town
there's a bookstore that hosts
author events. Get the news-
letter or stop in regularly to
see who's coming.
2. Bnrnc rHE BAcK Lrsr
Recent first editions of all but
the most popular writers can
be found used, cheap. Pick up
a few books ahead of time
and take them to the reading,
3. Buv rns NEW BooK
Authors make less than $5
from each new book sale.
It 's a small price to pay for a
couple of autographs-and
you'l l help keep the book-

store in business and more
autnors comrng to town.
4. Swenr THE SMAIL TALK
No, don't be nervous, but
think of a few things to say
ahead of t ime. lf you catch
tho er r fhnr '< in ioro<t vnr r ' l l

J 
"r ! r ' !Jrr  

lvv ' '

noi:  hal tAr rp(nnn(p
' ' "T-  -_ '

5.Srsrueo oR lNscRrBED?
lf you are going to sell a
book-and don't mention
that to the writer, who may
feel you're taking advan-

-  
.+"- i^L+ . i^^-+, ,"^ i .

Ld9g-o )uor9i lL >r9i lorure r)

probably better. However, if
the book means something
to you, a personalized copy
will mean that much more.



November/December 2004 .  54.75
www.f  i  nebooksmaoazi  ne.com

:'**'' , --'l

:  ' - -  : ,

. ,

. ,

fi.-I 'C
O
t ,)r

-#
I

-€p ,1

Pl ar
Wm


