


T hey began lining up an 
hour and a half early, com­

ing directly from Rush Umbaugh~ 
appearance at Filco Discount 
Center to Chico States Laxson 
Auditorium, waiting in lawn 
chairs for the talk-show host~ Fri-
day evening appearance. 

In case anyone was unclear 
about the audience's political 
slant, promoters distributed "Rich 
Republican" buttons to the first 
people in line. 

'There~ a silent majority in this 
country. and I think he represents 
our point of view," said Paradise~ 
Jerry Askey, one of the first in 
line. "He expresses our opin­
ions-that people are proud of 
the United States of America, of 
the free-enterprise system, of reli­
gion. He tells the real truth." 

skey secured a front-row seat and 
rose with the rest for a two-minute 
standing ovation-with whoops from 

the younger, tanktop-clad conlingency-for 
the colorful Rush Limbaugh, whose stand-up 
Jesse Helms routine has made him a standard­
bearer of the far right. 

Host of a wildly popular syndicated radio 
show, which runs six mornings a week on 
KPAY, Limbaugh sold out the 1,300-seat audi­
torium with ease, even at $15 a ticket. Six­
dollar mugs and $16 T-shirts depicting the 
corpulent personality in slimmer times were 
snapped up by the dozen. 

Pacing back and forth on the large, bare 
stage, frequently mopping his expansive brow, 
Limbaugh took on a familiar array of top­
ics--Jesse Jackson, Roseanne Barr, homosex­
uals, Brian Willson, modern art, Desmond 
Tutu. Hiroshima, Mitch Snyder, the ozone 
layer, and world hunger-to shouts of delight 
from the audience, who laughed or applauded 
nearly every sentence, joke or no, anticipating 
every word. 

.. Now what was there in that sentence to 
applaud?" he asked at one point, clearly 
bewildered. 

.. YOIl said it," someone called out. 

reporters with cassette recorders were threat­
ened with removal from the theater by Chico 
State officials. A reporter from the Chico 
Enterprise-Record was nearly arrested by uni­
versity police when he refused to give up his 
recorder. 

"Kick 'em out," several people yelled. 
The reporters eventually gave up and returned 
to their seats sans recording equipment. 

I n keeping with his billing as a "political 
satirist," Limbaugh distilled most issues 
into a liberal vs. conservative battle of 

philosophies. 
"No liberal's dumb enough to want to live 

under the rules they tell us to live by," he 
said. "They're full of hypocrisy, and it's easy 
to catch them on it ... 

Limbaugh had some choice terms for 
activists and environmentalists: "misfits; 
kooks; weirdos; useful idiots; long-haired, 
lice-infested maggots; empty shreds of dis­
carded debris. " 

America's activists, he said, aren't even 
loyal to particular causes. "They JUS! go from 
march to march," he said. "They're all the 
same people. They all have the same agenda: 
trying to chip away at the free-enterprise sys­
tem and institute a more socialist system. 
They are attacking the institutions that make 
our country great. .. 

Getting into the swing of things, helpful 
audience members enthusiastically pointed 
out the sole Earth First!er in the group. 

Limbaugh managed to stay stimulating 
even when the performance took on a more 
serious tone, exploring his vision of Ameri­
ca's future. "This culture war is going on 
because the mainstream-people like us-are 
finally fighting back. 

"This country is basically conservative," 
he continued. "People are finally getting fed 
up with seeing their children's futures add up 
to nothing." He went on to predict an Eastern 
European-style revolution in the United 
States. 

On a somewhat lighter note, Limbaugh 
spent a disproportionate amount of time on 
the subject of animal rights. "Animals don't 
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