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Continued from Page 1F
inside of the bam were 2 Jookout for trespassers. The
plant’s waste ran into a draw, dammed to prevent the
material from running toward the road.

An escape tunnel ran from the barn ma%asm
“Trees removed to make the tunnel were put back,
Icosely, in place.

“WWe had no way of telling anything of this size was
going on. But cople had the sense that something
wasn't right,” Capek said.

There was

About the gun shots, about trucks coming and
going under the cover of darkness, some following the
railvoad tracks. 5

There were questions.

‘Why such a big new well for a vacant farm
supporting only 2 few cattie?

‘Why the shiny, expensive ventilator ontop ofa
weathered barn?

“What was the odd smell coming from the farm?

Kotas' father grew up abouta ‘mile and a half from
the farm.

“Everyone around knew there was some smell
floating around that was not a ‘normal farm smell
When there was a southwest wind, it blew right to (his
father’s) place,” Kottas said.

The operation couldn't waork without some local
help, but many didn't know what they were involved
in, he said. They just knew in the tough times of the
Great Depression, dust storms and grasshoppers that
the jobs paid well.

“People would be paid to take 2 truckload
somewhere, leave the truck at an address and go away.
They never knew who they delivered to or for. Itwasa
very well-kept secret,” Kottas said.

Kottas said he Ternembered talking to "an old-
timer” when he was a boy sitting in front of his
father’s downtown drug store.

The old man had made a delivery to the farm once.

“He pulled up with the wagon and walked around
a corner and was met b{{ a shotgun. He told them he
had a delivery. They told him to leave it and go.”

In late September 1934, the operation came o an
end. Probibition was repealed the year before, but the
plant was busted for operating without @ license.

Agents followed a sugar truck from Minnesota to
the farm. Eight federal and state officers staged the
6:30 p.m. raid. George Connelly and R.C. Morgan of
Milwaukee were captured as they tried to escape.
Connelly was shot. The two men dressed in overalls
and leather jackets were rushed to Lincoln, one to jail,
one to St. Elizabeth's Hospital.

A Milligan man also was arrested on a charge of

ossession of alcohol, but did not go to jail.

‘About 750 gallons of liquor was taken to Lincoln,
and a tank of 400 !gallons was dumped on the ground.

“Thousands of gallons of mash was running for
hours during the day Sunday," The Milligan Review
reported.

The Geneva sheiff and deputy guarded the still
over the weekend.

Visitors poured to the site.

ATobias woman played hoo from school to sce
the still, and remembers the big chunks of yeast piled
in a corner of the bamn.

‘Her husband remembers the visitors' cars lining
both sides of the gravel road Jeading to the farm.

The two Milwaukee men pleaded guilty as owners
and operators of the still anrl received jail sentences.

Many questions about the operation, suchas its
ties to Chicago, were lelt unanswered.

“people were willing 10 keep their mouths shut, do
{heir time and come out later ‘with a lot of money,”
Kottas said. “Nobody ratted on anybody higher up the”

People would be paid 10
leave the truck at an

_ the time. It was only many years later that stories

take a truckload somewhere,

address and go away.
A e T s a very well-kept

jancoin journat Mat
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. A man exits the secrel et for a photographet

by boards.

Ciez
The haymow of a
this large still.

ladder”
The topic closed for a time.
“It was one of those thirL:Fs that people just really
didn't talk about much un il many years later.
Everyone knew about it, but had allbeen talked outat

farge barn near Milligan concealed

Zmrted coming up, people saying ‘Do you remember
his?"™"

In the 1360s, pictures taken at the raid to
document the operation made their vay to Milo
ottas' drug store, which gathered film to be
developed in Lincoln.

The crisp black-and-whites of the barn, equipment
and tunnel, were copied maw: times over the years, a5
keepsakes of a little carner of history.

These many years removed, people think of itasan
il\lerestiniﬁlew of Milligan's history, Oliva said.

Many, like Rudy Capek, are jmpressed, not with the
illegal production, but the manship.
1t was quite a place, really, made intelligently and
big. This wenton all over the country, but this, his
was big."

The number of people with memories of the still
drops each year.

"A new five-mile spur of pavement replaced the
gravel road to the farm last year.

‘And the old barn spills no sectets.

The fancy ventilator was removed; the tunnel
scaled. .

The paint faded, and the haymow emptied.
t's filed with hay and cattle gates nov;, waiting to
shelter newbom calves from winter winds.

“It looks like 2 plain old bamn now,” Rudy Capek

said. .

Then he remembers, it 1ooked like a plain old bam
in 1934, t0o0.

“But it really is just a plain old barn now;” he said,
smiling.
Reach Rebecca Svec at (402) 363-7046 or svec@allteluet.
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