moment, or at least that is how it makes me
feel”

One of the most influential artists in the
genre, Ramén Luis Ayala, better known as
Daddy Yankee, was born in RioPiedras, Puerto
Rico. He was born in 1977 and grew up in the
neighborhood of Villa Ke nnedy Housing Proj-
ects. Daddy Yankee recalled to the New York
Times thathishome wasa part of “a collection
of three-story apartment buildings tucked
away from the main street of the city center”
As a teenager, he wanted to become a pro-
fessional baseball player, but after being shot
in the leg in the 1990s, his life changed for-
ever. He decided to leave his baseball dream
to pursue a care er in music. Little did he know
that fifteen years later, he would become one
of the first artists to introduce reggaeton
music on a global scale. Today, he is notonly
known as a pioneer of the genre but as the
King of Urban Latin music. From J Balvin to
Ozuna, Daddy Yankee has been said to be
among the artist's greatest inspirations. He

“I feltso represented
and proud to be Latina,”
Merdona explains about

the day Bad Bunny, an artist
inthe Urban Latin space,
won his first Grammy.
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haswon over 125 awards, including Billboard
Latin Music Awards, Latin Grammy Awards,
and American Music Awards. Unquestion
ably, the last decade changed Daddy Y:
kee’s life forever. However, more than §
he changed the genre of Urban Latin
and created a space for the style to t
worldwide.
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Latino artists have made their deb
world stage and been wildly succe
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impactful this genre is, and how,
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Urban Latin music is 50 uni
of its diversity of rhythms and t
late 1980s, the dembow rhyth
sists of a kick drum, snare dru
was crested in Jamaica. This rhyf]
foundation of Latin music toda
to categorize atfirst because it w
lished asa genre. However, asmo
artists emerged, the term Urban b
official term to describe this hybrid)
ing the broad umbrella of subcate
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ata. Alongside Daddy Yankee, othe
that ploneered the genre included
Yandel, Zion & Lennox, Calle 13, Don O
and Tito el Bambino. They are all conside
some of the first artists who originated
today is known as Urban Latin music.

The genre first began to gain popularity
and relevance back in the summer of 2014,
after Spanish singer Enrique Iglesias released
his viral single *Bailando.” The hit song gave
Iglesias three Latin Grammy awards, one
of them being Song of the Year. *Bailando™
remained on the top 15 songs on the Amer-
ican Billboard charts for 21 weeks straight. A
couple of months later, a Spanglish version
featuring Sean Paul, a Jamaican rapper, was
released. This sensation created a trend, and
various Latin artists started to record singles
featuring English speaking singers.

After “Bailando,” the next big hitthat shook
the music charts was “Despacito” in 2017
Performed by Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee,
the single exploded worldwide. Two-hun-
dred days after its release, the music video
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