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WTien the editars of StandOut asked me ta connect with Alberta
entreprenaurs Bobbi Poidel ond Philip Haley I had no idea how
much they would foll into that cotegary. But it became quickly
ewident in the interview that Paidel ond Holey ore out to create
change, affect Lives and spreod positive vibes.

Sit-in on miy interview with Tribe of Lombs Founder, Paidel, ond its
Marketing Director, Holey, to see why this is o Conadian venture
uou warit to bacome port of.

A [Poidel): After working in the fashion industry in Toronte I
become pretty joded with the superficiol noture of the business. I
reqlly storted to question Dig brand ethics os well 0s the impact
1 was making in the world. 1 ended up in Indio for 7 months
ond had the spoce to create something more meaningful with
the skillset [ hod. The social need g so apparent in Indio and 1
become inspired to find 0 waoy to give back while olso creating o
successful business model for mysetf.

ERE DOES E NAME TRIBE OF
WHAT DOES IT SIGNIFY?
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A (Paidel): T love owr nome! I wonted the name to Encompass
our ethos of compossion but still be professional and accessible.
The lomb is representative of the children we support. A Lomib,
just Uike o child, on its own is vulneroble...but there is strength
in numbers - hence the Tribe. The Tribe is the commuRity we've
Dbuilt - and are growing - of cONSCious consumers Looking to make
a stand for o better world thraugh how they choose to spend
their money.

NI INDILA
WHY INDIA AND WHY
A [Pmidel): India wos the inspiration for the whole project itself
o5 1 wos Wving and volunteering in Northern Indio when Tribe
of Lombs was bom. The whole bosis of Tribe wos to develop
a circubar model that gives bock to those ot nisk children while
empowering artisans through employment opportunities. When
we first storted out, we were working with o woriety of at risk
youth. So the projects and portners were varied. It was only Lost
January when ‘we met our partners ot Rays Aosha Ki Ek Kiran
and were opened up to the issues HIV+ children foce in Indio. The
denial of basic human rights these children face was something
we couldn't turn our back to.




TRIBE OF LAME

AlPosdell Exoctly 3 years ago we lounched in o triol crowdfunding
compogn that ended up being very successful. The following
January we registerad our nome and s been rolling every since.

STORIES - WHAT D
ENTREPRENEUR

A [Poided): When 1 frst storted th nking about success, it really
meont something in terms of stotus and money. And this is the
culturol norm. Mowe that we're in the “business” of helping people
ond compassionote consumensm, [ know true success con't be
measured that woy. Success 1S taking risks, moving begond your
fear, Lifting others up and moking a stand for what 15 fair, just and
eouot in this world. 1 woke up every morning joyful and fulfilled
becouze [ Lve my Lfe, in oll aspects, with compassion 0s my
maritra.

A (Paidel): 1 knewy Tribe of LOMOS was 0 SUCCESS from that very
frst crowdfunding compoign when we delivered 80 winter
jnckets (among other tems) to children Living in the Himalayas.
To use my blessings, opportunities ond skills to empower children
ho can't help themselves, now that is truly omazing. Every time
re in Indio fulfilling on one of our projects, [ am totolly blown
owoy by the impoct that con be mode with Little effort.

PERSPE

A (Holey): 1 would sou be prepored to DECOME S0 MUCh Mare than
what You expect - you need to DECOME an OCCountant, tax expert,
web cesigner, sociol medio expert, marketer, customer se
solesman, and project manager. Accept help when it's offered
ond osk for help when you need it. It's hord to do this olone! Every
now ond ogoin, step owoy - obviously it tokes possion and drive
to run o successful business, but sometimes you need to toke o
step bock ond reflect. It's easy to get overloaded with the doy -
to - doy ond lose track of the bigger picture.

A [Poidel): Be scored ond keen going. Make mistokes ond keep
going. Get sbuck ond be amozed ot your creative problem solving
skills. Mever let your ego get in the waoy of an opportunity. Listen
0 where your heart wants to take you ond use the power of your
mind ta take you there. Be gentle on yourself ond celebrote every
lttle victory. Who you surround yoursetf with will shope whot
uou do, 50 put Yourself in the best company possible. IF it doesn't
serve you, love it and leave it.
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Inspired? Fired up? Moking o difference con be simole by
becoming part of the community of Compassionate consumensm.
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India hos opproximaotely 2.1 million people Uwing with HIV and
about 170,000 of those are children under the oge of 15. Once
HIV+, children foce immense discriminotion, sociol segregation
and i1s often times obondoned by their fomiles and the Stote and
education system.

Tribe of Lombs supparts projects with on-the-ground NGOs in India
by dedicating 100% of oll its profits off product soles towards
tuition, school supples, uniforms, transport, creating sofe ploces
for Llearning, providing access to focilities and resources required
o build bright futures ond owareness initiotives in Conaca, UK
and India.

And you can be part of that Tribe!

Products are avadable online at tribeaflombs.com or Outside the
Snope and The Clothing Bor in Colgory os well os The Mokers
Keep in Edmonton. — Weetie Putter
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