
Any way you look at it, 
dance music is having 
a moment. Rappers and 
trance titans double-
team the charts; electro 
upstarts fill Madison 
Square Garden to 
capacity and tour with 
Madonna; Rolling Stone 
put Deadmau5 on its 
cover. Electronic music 
is the new stadium rock 
’n’ roll, and the DJ is 
front and center.

But while big-synth 
sounds are selling out 
venues in the U.S., some 
of the most exciting 
artists are emerging 
from the U.K., long an 
incubator for new talent. 
And chief among this 
latest wave is Maya Jane 
Coles.

A British DJ-producer 
who’s conquering the 
underground scene, 
Coles is the antithesis of 
a superstar DJ. “The live 
scene—or party scene 

in particular—is full of 
egos,” she says, softly. 
Her relaxed attitude 
and defiant eclecticism 
are as evident here in 
her manager’s East 
London flat as when 
she’s playing to 20,000 
people. “House music 
blew up for me first, 
but it’s only a small 
part of what I do. I 
never wanted a genre 
to define me and my 
music,” she says, smiling 
shyly behind her razor-
sharp, sunshine-orange 
fringe. “So many young 
people are getting into 
underground dance. The 
mainstream seems more 
accepting of artists and 
young producers.”

Not one to be penned 
in by subgenres, she 
creates blends of sub-
bass and 2-step beats 

as Nocturnal Sunshine, 
ranging tech-house 
grooves as MJC, and 
heavy soundsystem-
dub as She Is Danger 
(across a plethora of 
labels, including Real 
Tone, 2020Vision, and 
Hypercolour). Coles 
promises further 
surprises as she 
prepares her eagerly 
awaited (and as yet 
untitled) debut album. 
A BBC Radio 1 Essential 
Mix, selective podcast 
mixes, a DJ Kicks album, 
and various other 
accolades have made 
Coles’ talents as a DJ 
clear, but the best is still 
to come. 

“If anyone’s expecting 
a straight four-to-the-
floor house album, then 
forget it,” Coles says of 
her forthcoming record. 
“It’s going to be very 
song-based and I’m 
doing vocals myself.” 
She has also recruited 
guests, including 
Tricky and Miss Kittin. 
“It’s a real journey of 
di!erent sounds and 
genres. I wouldn’t have 
considered myself a 
songwriter a few years 
ago, but the album 
focuses more on that. 

 “I’m not in a hurry, 
though,” she continues. 
“You get one chance to 
release a first album, so 
you want to make sure 
it’s absolutely perfect.”
JOSEPH GAMP
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blast making all of these margaritas 
for the other cast members, and I was 
12! Not that I was drinking them, of 
course. Actually, instead of having a 
shot competition, they had a cookie-
eating competition just so I could be 
a part of it.

What appealed to you about the role 
of Kolt in Nobody Walks?
Despite being a poet, she is a fairly 
shy, quiet girl, and that meant a lot 
of her thoughts had to be expressed 
physically, which was a challenge I 
found really compelling. I think that 
teenage girl characters are often 
overwritten, explaining all of their 
feelings to friends or screaming 
them at their parents, but Kolt wasn’t 
like that. She felt like a girl who 
internalized a lot of her emotions 
instead of expressing them. 
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Part of Nobody Walks is about the 
way three women at di!erent ages 
and stages in their lives handle male 
attention. When did you first notice 
boys paying attention to you and 
what was your reaction to it? 
I was at a coed dance my camp held 
when I was 11 or 12. This one boy 
came up and asked me to dance with 
him, and before I knew it, we had 
been dancing and talking the whole 
night. When it was time to leave, he 
gave me a hug and kissed me on the 
cheek. I didn’t even know his last 
name, but I felt like I was in love. 

How do you feel about starting 
college at Brown? What are you 
planning to study? 
I leave for campus in a couple of 
weeks.… I don’t know what to expect 
at all, but I’m sure after the first few 

I first met the actress India Ennenga 
at an Italian bakery in the West 
Village where my mother used to 
take me when I was younger. India, 
17, and I both grew up in New York 
and went to the same high school, so 
meeting her at the bakery felt oddly 
appropriate. She reminded me of 
my own junior-year-tough-girl self, 
wearing a short leather pleated skirt 
and a Sgt. Pepper’s military-style 
jacket. But her outfit stood in stark 
contrast to her polite demeanor, and 
when we began to chat, I was rapt by 
the depth of her intelligence and her 
composure, full of an uncanny mix of 
heart and wisdom that she brings to 
each of her characters. I was thrilled 
to collaborate with her on Nobody 
Walks, and I hope that’s not the last 
time. 

We shot Nobody Walks during your 
junior year. What was it like making 
a movie while in high school?
I had to juggle a number of tests with 
shooting schedules in two di!erent 
cities [Treme in New Orleans and 
Nobody Walks in L.A.]. I remember I 
had this 30-page paper on the e!ect 
of syphilis on Gothic literature due 
for my history class, and I was sitting 
on a plane heading to L.A. with this 
huge legal pad and a stack of books 
with titles like Skin Shows: Gothic 
Horror, Sexual Anarchy, and Victorian 
Demons; the stewardess asked me if 
I was working on a thesis or was part 
of the big horror film being shot in 
Hollywood that summer. 

It seems like most actors your age 
come from the Disney Channel and 
don’t get to play such interesting 
roles.
In my experience, being a teenage 
actor in New York often means 
learning how to interact and have 
fun with people 10 or even 20 years 
older than you. I remember at the 
wrap party for my first film, I had a 

days, I won’t be able to imagine 
why I had ever been worried about 
it in the first place. I’m planning 
on studying literature and possibly 
ancient religions/mythologies. And 
photography. And creative writing. 
And theater…so, I guess I should 
really just say I’m undecided and 
indecisive. 

What are the parts you’d like to get 
to play next?
I would really like to play a tough- 
girl kind of role. Either a villain or  
a badass. I think that would be such  
a fun challenge. 
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So what do you do 
when your band goes 
on hiatus? If you 
live in New York, 
you go busk in the 
subways; if you live 
in Los Angeles, you 
go tan on the beach; 
but if you live in 
Nashville—like Jared 
Followill of Kings 
of Leon and Nick 
Brown of Mona—you go 
to a buddy’s house, 
drink some booze, 
and record songs 
in the basement. 
“It was definitely 
spontaneous,” says 
Followill of the 
collaboration, which 
they dubbed Smoke 
& Jackal. “We were 
supposed to go to a 
bar, but instead we 
walked downstairs and 
started to pick up 
instruments.” Their 
first single, “No 
Tell,” is atmospheric 
and sexy and carries 
an evocative vibe 
laced with smooth 
grooves—a new angle 
for both rockers. 
“It’s trying to be a 
lot more melodic,” 
continues Followill, 
“more broken down 
and simple. We use 
pads, keyboards, and 
other things that 
were a little too 
far out there for my 
other band.” Smoke 
& Jackal’s debut 
EP, aptly titled 
EP1 (RCA), will be 
released October 16.
DAN FRAZIER


