
From narcotics to hXman-trafficking: Former Phoeni[ detectiYe still inYestigating in neZ YentXre 

B\ Megan LXpo 

PHOENIX ² It Zas AXgXst 1999 Zhen 12th-grader Rich Brodie trod caXtioXsl\ throXgh the doors 

of MoXntain Pointe High School in ​AhZatXkee. 

Scanning the hallZa\s, he appeared an[ioXs. On top of being a transfer stXdent from NeZ 

York, Brodie Zas held back a grade and almost 20 \ears old. He Zas ​ desperate to fit in Zith the 

soXthZest adolescent croZd bXt, soon enoXgh, became acclimated b\ ​indXlging in the social scene. 

AlthoXgh he neYer felt comfortable at an intimate hoXse part\, Brodie made an effort to 

driYe oXt to TXcson or Scottsdale and go to raYes on SatXrda\ nights Zith his neZfoXnd friends.  

As the months Zent b\, the oXtings Brodie made appearances at escalated into more 

troXblesome behaYior²  bX\ing cocaine and Ecstas\ in the school parking lot and dXring lXnch.  

ToZard the end of NoYember, Brodie Zas on the Yerge of e[pXlsion for missing classes 

Zhen one stXdent tXrned to him and said that he looked a lot older than he said he Zas.  

That¶s becaXse Brodie Zas. 

Brodie Zas actXall\ the alias then-29-\ear-old Rich Lebel, former detectiYe in the Phoeni[ 

police department¶s drXg enforcement bXreaX, said he Xsed Zhen he and tZo other officers got their 

fictitioXs school papers notari]ed and Zent XndercoYer at tZo Phoeni[ high schools to inYestigate 

possible drXg actiYit\ dXe to parental complaints.  

³The teachers didn't knoZ. The administration didn¶t knoZ. The principal didn't knoZ. The 

onl\ person that kneZ Zas the sXperintendent of [the Tempe Union High School District],´ Lebel 

said. 

The oXtcome of the three-month operation led to drXg-dealing charges for 12 stXdents and 

fiYe adXlts, according to Lebel. 



Lebel said he Zorked in laZ enforcement for 22 \ears ² 18 \ears of those spent primaril\ 

Zorking Zith the Phoeni[ police department's conspirac\ sqXad, inYestigating mone\ laXndering 

actiYit\, drXg-trafficking organi]ations and, occasionall\, mXrderers.  

In 2005 and 2006, like poachers hXnting pre\, a killing dXo knoZn as the ³Serial Shooters´ 

terrori]ed Phoeni[ residents, as the\ droYe aroXnd the cit\ and shot at XnsXspecting pedestrians, 

Lebel said, recalling an impactfXl inYestigation he Zas a part of.  

After Phoeni[ detectiYes in another Xnit Zere able to identif\ the killers as Dale HaXsner and 

SamXel Dieteman dXe to an informant¶s tip in sXmmer 2006 and get their address and phone 

nXmbers, the inYestigators asked Lebel for assistance in condXcting an emergenc\ Ziretap. 

While the detectiYes, inclXding Lebel, bXgged the apartment Zalls of the shooters¶ adjacent 

neighbor at their comple[ in Mesa, Lebel Zas simXltaneoXsl\ listening to the phone calls and 

Zriting the affidaYit needed Zithin 48 hoXrs to obtain a coXrt order for the Ziretapping, Lebel said. 

ThroXghoXt the ne[t si[ hoXrs that Lebel and the sqXad gathered eYidence, the\ heard the 

shooters pXll oXt a scrapbook filled Zith neZspaper clippings of their crimes and reminisce, and 

Zatched, at one point, Dieteman Zalk across the street to a pharmac\, take a bottle of hair d\e off 

the shelf, Zalk into the store¶s bathroom and d\e his hair. 

Lebel called him ³a complete Zing nXt.´ 

 ³BXt Zhat Zas reall\ disgXsting Zas HaXsner had a daXghter. She had a reall\ bad sickness, 

[and she¶s in the apartment Zith them.] HaXsner Zanted to pXt his daXghter to bed, and he said, 

µTell Samm\ night, night.¶ And she said, µNight, night Samm\.¶ And he said, µTell Samm\ not to 

kill an\bod\ tonight.¶ And she goes, µDon¶t go killing an\bod\ tonight,¶´ Lebel said. ³It totall\ 

made the hair on the back of \oXr neck stand Xp. These gX\s are trXl\ sick, ps\chotic killers.´ 



Dieteman ended Xp being sentenced to life imprisonment ZithoXt parole, Zhile HaXsner Zas 

sentenced to death bXt committed sXicide in prison, according to Lebel. 

 Retired from the Phoeni[ police department since 2017, Lebel cXrrentl\ is the e[ecXtiYe 

director of the transaction record anal\sis center (TRAC), a centrali]ed database that proYides 

e[perts access to ZorldZide mone\ transfers to detect mone\ laXndering actiYit\, according to the 

Ari]ona Financial Crimes Task Force oYerYieZ. 

Lebel and his team of anal\sts at TRAC said the\ Xse their knoZledge of financial crime to 

lead detectiYes to hXman-traffickers, as the\ belieYe most crimes are mone\-driYen.  

In terms of Lebel¶s driYe and perceptiYe abilit\ to find criminals b\ folloZing the mone\, 

TRAC special inYestigations anal\st Omar LXcero, Zho Zas a former lingXist that assisted Lebel 

Zhen he Zorked in narcotics, said that Lebel has a ³nose for it.´  

 ³There¶s a big learning thirst for mone\ laXndering actiYit\. I feel like he qXickl\ adapted 

and became Zell-Yersed in mone\ laXndering Zithin the first tZo \ears,´ LXcero said. ³I belieYe he 

is considered one of the top mone\ transmitter inYestigators in the coXntr\.´ 

Echoing his admiration for Lebel, TRAC intelligence anal\st and former Ari]ona Attorne\ 

General AXditor II JaZan Little said that Lebel Zas a ³go-getter and a self-starting, motiYated 

indiYidXal in da\-to-da\ Zork.´ 

EdXcating laZ enforcement globall\ on finding traffickers throXgh tracking mone\ actiYit\, 

Lebel said he traYeled to Nigeria last \ear and spoke at a panel. 

³Nigeria has one of the biggest se[ trafficking problems in the Zorld,´ Lebel said. ³I did a 

presentation for them and said µIf \oX gX\s coXld become more effectiYe at learning hoZ to do 

mone\ laXndering inYestigations and folloZ the mone\, it's jXst another Za\ that Zill help \oX gX\s 

dismantle these groXps.¶´ 



For the tZo decades that Lebel Zas Zith the Phoeni[ police department, he reflected that 

hXman trafficking alZa\s e[isted, bXt there¶s an aZareness noZ. 

The high profile cases and international conferences are a long Za\ from his first tZo \ears 

in laZ enforcement, as a police officer in his home state of ConnecticXt ² a job he called ³boring.´ 

AlthoXgh, in his TRAC office inklings of hometoZn pride poke throXgh Zith a Boston Red 

So[ sticker on his minifridge and UniYersit\ of ConnecticXt memorabilia sitting on his desk shelf. 

His XndercoYer inYestigations, also, had a toXch of home Zith ³Brodie´ being his mother¶s 

maiden name. 

Lebel said he Zas inspired to be in laZ enforcement dXring his real high school e[perience, 

and he still has that same bo\hood spark Zith his role at TRAC.  

³What makes me passionate noZ aboXt this is there's still so mXch to learn. I'm doing 

something different than I did back then,´ Lebel said. ³With technolog\ eYolYing and jXst the Za\ 

mone\ [moYing] aroXnd the Zorld changing, Zhether it be cr\ptocXrrenc\, there's so mXch to learn. 

I don't feel like I'm sitting here in a field Zhere I knoZ eYer\thing. That's kind of Zhat keeps it 

e[citing.´ 

 

 

 

 

CRnWacW LiVW: 

Rich Lebel: 602-625-1679; rich.lebel@sZbtrac.com 

Omar LXcero: 480-540-8566 

JaZan Little: 602-390-9437 
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