
 

Tempe Union High School DisWricW GoYerning Board members rejecW coach¶s resignaWion  

B\ Megan LXpo 

TEMPE, Ari]. ² The fiYe-member Tempe Union High School DisWricW ​ GoYerning ​Board 

YoWed XnanimoXsl\ Wo rejecW MoXnWain PoinWe High School coach JXsWin Hager¶s resignaWion, 

insWead seeking Whe process for his WerminaWion aW iWs SepW. 18 meeWing.  

According Wo Whe board, Hager, Zho ​serYed as Whe head coach for girls¶ baskeWball, 

assisWanW fooWball coach and ph\sical edXcaWion and healWh Weacher, resigned ​ from Whe disWricW on 

SepW. 13 ​ afWer a personnel inYesWigaWion conclXded he disclosed game plans, sWraWegies and oWher 

confidenWial informaWion Wo opposing coaches for Whe pasW Whree \ears.  

In Whe board¶s laWesW SepWember 2019 meeWing, Whe members approYed SXperinWendenW 

KeYin MendiYil and Whe disWricW¶s hXman resoXrces deparWmenW Wo proceed ZiWh a formal 

sWaWemenW of charges, Zhich is Whe ne[W sWep needed WoZard dismissing Hager. 

Calling Hager¶s acWions ³a beWra\al for oXr sWXdenWs,´ board member Sand\ LoZe said 

she coXld noW sXpporW his resignaWion dXe Wo Whe deYasWaWion he caXsed Whe ​MoXnWain PoinWe High 

School​ commXniW\.  

³​When \oX Whink aboXW Whe impacW on noW onl\ Whe bo\s WhaW Zere pla\ing, bXW Whe Zhole 

school and hoZ dishonesW and XneWhical Whis Zas, I mean, Whe\ passionaWel\ pla\ed Wheir hardesW, 

and noZ Whe\ come Wo find oXW WhaW perhaps Whe oWher Weam kneZ e[acWl\ ZhaW Whe\ Zere doing,´ 

LoZe said. ³IW Zas sXch a sWrong, XneWhical Whing WhaW [Hager] did, and I Whink WhaW¶s Zh\ Ze 

decided WhaW Ze ZoXld like Wo moYe forZard and look Wo WerminaWion.´ 

Board member Andres Barra]a, Zho aWWended Marcos de Ni]a High School, parW of Whe 

disWricW, said WhaW sWXdenWs Zere WroXbled ZiWh Whis breach of WradiWional YalXes WhaW are insWilled in 



 

Whe ​MoXnWain PoinWe High School​ cXlWXre bXW refXsed Wo commenW fXrWher on his YoWing, 

incorrecWl\ ciWing hoZ Ari]ona¶s open meeWing laZs forbade him Wo discXss his YieZs on Whis 

maWWer ZiWh Whe pXblic.  

For MoXnWain PoinWe moWher, Eli]abeWh Honne, hoZeYer, she immediaWel\ e[pressed 

conWenW ZiWh Whe board¶s YoWing in a phone inWerYieZ, calling iW ³Whe besW decision Whe\ coXld 

make.´ 

Honne¶s son, Mason, a 2018 MoXnWain PoinWe High School gradXaWe, pla\ed offensiYe 

line on Whe YarsiW\ fooWball Weam for mosW of his high school career, Honne said. He coXld noW 

recall an\ direcW inWeracWion ZiWh Hager, bXW remembered Hager Zishing his Weam good lXck prior 

Wo games² a remark nonsensical Wo Honne, as she belieYed Hager¶s indiscreWion cosW Whem a 

possible WiWle.  

AlWhoXgh Honne said her son ZoXld neYer haYe imagined his former coach Wo caXse sXch 

disWress, Where Zere Wimes he and his WeammaWes e[perienced an odd feeling afWer a feZ games. 

IW Zas a riWXal for Whe Honne famil\ Wo go oXW Wo dinner afWer Whe Frida\ nighW fooWball 

games ZiWh some of Mason Honne¶s WeammaWes and Wheir families, Honne said. SomeWimes, she 

ZoXld oYerhear Whe bo\s insisW Whe oWher Weam kneZ Wheir pla\s and formaWions.  

Honne, aW Whe Wime, said she shrXgged Whose concerns off Wo Whe compeWiWiYeness of  

Ari]ona high school fooWball, especiall\ aW ​MoXnWain PoinWe High School, bXW noZ she knoZs 

differenWl\. 

³IW broke m\ hearW jXsW Wo knoZ WhaW Whe bo\s coXld haYe been cheaWed oXW of eYer\Whing,´ 

Honne said. ³I ZanW Wo knoZ ZhaW his moWiYe Zas.´ 



 

OWher parenWs, sXch as Maricopa residenW Tena DXgan, are noW jXsW focXsed on Zh\ Hager 

senW classified deWails Yia anon\moXs email accoXnW ​ZalWerpa\Won12@\ahoo.com ​, bXW Zh\ iW 

Wook Whree \ears for Hager Wo be caXghW and Zh\ Whose Zho sWa\ed qXieW are noW held accoXnWable ​. 

³I Whink Whe mosW imporWanW Whing Wo me WhoXgh is WhaW Whe school adminisWraWors and 

coaches from Whe schools WhaW goW Whose emails need Wo haYe sXper, sXper harsh pXnishmenW, or iW 

Zill conWinXe doZn Whe same paWh iW¶s been going all along,´ DXgan said in a phone inWerYieZ, 

adding Whose coaches¶ Weams shoXld be sWripped of Wheir Zins and championships.  

The 10 coaches lisWed on Whe receiYing end of Hager¶s emails eiWher declined Wo commenW 

or coXld noW be reached for commenW.  

DXgan said she inWenWionall\ did noW send her foXr sporWs-pla\ing children Wo ​MoXnWain 

PoinWe High School dXe Wo Whe inWense pressXre and obsession of iWs aggressiYe fooWball Weam, 

insWead Whe\ ZenW Wo Maricopa High School. 

VolXnWeering WhroXghoXW Whe schools in her area for 16 \ears ZiWh her hXsband, as Zell as 

boWh serYing as boosWer clXb presidenWs for sporWs, ​DXgan said she ZiWnessed school 

adminisWraWions and Whe Ari]ona InWerscholasWic AssociaWion, an organi]aWion WhaW regXlaWes 

Ari]ona high school aWhleWics, oYerlook conWroYersies, sXrroXnding fooWball poZerhoXse high 

schools, sXch as MoXnWain PoinWe High School and nearb\ HamilWon High School in Chandler, 

for Whe sake of repXWaWion and finances.  

Referencing Whe laZsXiW Zhere alleged YicWims of a 2017 ha]ing case aW HamilWon High 

School blamed sWaff members for failing Wo reporW or Wake preYenWaWiYe acWion, DXgan said she 

hopes Whis is noW anoWher incidenW Zere school emplo\ees can geW aZa\ ZiWh silence.  



 

³High school sporWs Wo me Zere more aboXW characWer inWegriW\, responsibiliW\. ThaW's 

ZhaW I had hoped. M\ oldesW son, Whe one WhaW pla\ed college ball, is geWWing married in 

NoYember; he's 24. Do \oX knoZ he inYiWed his high school fooWball coach Wo his Zedding?´ 

DXgan said. ³ThaW Wells me he had an effecW on his life far more Whan Whe fooWball field.´  

TUHSD Board Member Michelle Helm ​ called Hager¶s acWions, as a coach, an ³abXse of 

sWXdenWs.´ 

³If \oX Whink of Whe nXmber of sWXdenWs Zho ma\ haYe losW scholarships, Whose Zho ma\ 

haYe been Weased or bXllied becaXse a kick or pla\ didn'W occXr correcWl\, Whose Zho ZenW home, 

despondenW or depressed, Whose Whings Ze'll neYer knoZ,´ Helm said dXring Whe board meeWing. 

³We knoZ aboXW ph\sical abXse, bXW Ze don'W alZa\s see Whe emoWional abXse.´ 

The ne[W ​TUHSD GoYerning ​Board meeWing Zill be held aW 500 W. GXadalXpe Rd. in 

Tempe on OcW. 2 aW 3 p.m..  

 

 

 

 

 

ConWacW LiVW:  

Sand\ LoZe: sloZe@WempeXnion.org 

Andres Barra]a: abarra]a@WempeXnion.org 

Eli]abeWh Honne: 602-570-6354 

Tena DXgan: 602-809-5044 
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