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DESIGN & DECORATING

L IKE A BOTANICAL King Midas,
Alexander Hoyle turns lifeless
pavement into cottage gardens
worthy of bucolic Britain. You
can barely tell that the fairy-tale

patch in front of the garden designer’s own
London apartment—a profusion that in-
cludes foxglove and iris—isn’t a patch at all
but a group of plantings set atop a mostly
flagstone surface (right). The transformative
ingredient: containers. Mr. Hoyle fills flower
pots with several species, he said, then sets
the containers cheek by jowl “to embody the
English country garden…romantic, abundant
and very floriferous.”

Mr. Hoyle and other garden designers
challenge the notion that vibrant, pollinator-
friendly flower gardens require a country es-
tate. City balconies, sidewalks and rooftops
can be home to decidedly un-urban styles of
garden via container gardening, a method
that offers some unanticipated advantages.

Jessica Smith, a floral designer and gar-
dener in Bath, England, created her door-
step cutting-garden with containers during
the 2020 lockdown. She had originally
grown the seedlings on windowsills in a bid
to supply her own wedding flowers (the
ceremony was scuttled by the pandemic).

“Growing in containers meant that I could
place my plants very closely together for an
abundant and wild look with no gaps,” she
said. This would be trickier in a traditional
flower border, she added. “Plants need space
for their roots and can’t compete well for wa-
ter and nutrients. But in containers, each plant
can be watered and fed individually and
placed for maximum impact without [compro-
mising] their needs.”Ms. Smith was able to
nurture water-needy climbing roses alongside
drought-tolerant cosmos, for example. Con-
tainers also let you position plants requiring
different soil types—acidic versus alkaline,
loamy versus sandy—beside each other. “It
was a liberating way of planting,” she said.

Container gardeners use planters to play
with height in ways not possible when
you’re planting in the ground. For example,
you can elevate smaller, lower-growing
flowers such as calendula, also known as
pot marigold, and place them anywhere in a
display, said Ms. Smith. You can fashion im-
probable plant-scapes using different-sized
pots; containers raised on bricks concealed
by pots in front; and teepees made of willow
or bamboo for climbers such as sweet peas.

Fellow U.K. plantsman Arthur Parkinson
grows a seasonal rotation of tulips, oriental
poppies, sweet peas, cosmos, English roses,
grasses and dahlias atop pavement outside

BY COURTNEY BARNES

Lackaplot inwhich toplantadreamyprofusionof flowers?For
aparadise thatneedsno land,dig intocontainergardening.

GrowYourOwnEden,
NoYardRequired

WRIGGLY MIRROR frames
boost your décor the same
way they add likability to the
myriad Instagram selfies
taken in front of them: by add-
ing impact. “Wavy mirrors are
a smart way to make a state-
ment because they combine
the interesting visual charac-
teristics of a piece of art with
the practical and functional
elements of a mirror,” said
New York City interior de-
signer Emma Beryl.

The wavy-frame craze can
confidently be traced to the
popularity that the Ultra-
fragola, a 1970s design, expe-
rienced a couple of years ago.
In the fall of 2019, actress
Lena Dunham appeared on the
cover of shelter magazine
Domino reflected in one. Its
lighted frame, emitting a pow-
dery pink glow, flatteringly
outlined her like abstract
waves of hair. Then reports
surfaced that model and style
bellwether Bella Hadid had
purchased the Ettore Sottsass
Jr. piece, and the layer of style
it lent selfies made it a be-
loved prop for social media
stars. Still produced by Italian
company Poltronova, the
piece retails for $11,500.

Interior designers have re-
cently started steering clients

away from that overexposed
status symbol toward a new
array of shapely reflectors
that achieve a similar effect.

Available in candy-colored
hues, Gustaf Westman’s full-
length Curvy Mirror (below)
adds fun to a room, or an
outfit, like something from
“Pee-wee’s Playhouse.” The
artisan first designed the mir-
ror, with its lacquered frame,
as a one-off for Swedish fash-
ion stylist Hanna Mw. When
she shared her bespoke piece
on Instagram in January
2020, “orders started rolling
in,” said Mr. Westman.

The Exton mirror by
Vaughan Designs (above left)
is framed in a loopy ribbon of
brass, and similarly sold out
within a few weeks of its
launch last fall. “People are
gravitating toward movement
in design right now,” said
company co-founder Lucy
Vaughan.

Berkeley, Calif., designer
Lynn Kloythanomsup em-
ploys curvy mirrors to soften
harsh lines of architecture
and furniture, as does
Scottsdale, Ariz., designer
Britany Simon, who uses the
trick to achieve “a balanced
interior that mixes both
masculine and feminine [in]
an unexpected way.”

—Allison Duncan
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FLAGSTONE JUNGLE In front of his London apartment, garden designer Alexander Hoyle
cloaks a mostly paved spot with flower-producing plants, adding texture with greenery.

his Nottinghamshire house. In his new
book, “The Flower Yard: Growing Flamboy-
ant Flowers in Containers” (Kyle Books),
Mr. Parkinson suggests beginning by cut-
ting up plant catalogs and creating garden
mood boards. This will help you focus on
the varieties you like most, and how vari-
ous flowers and foliage will look grouped
together. He always compares catalog im-
ages with other pictures on Instagram to be
sure the catalog depiction is true.

Most any plant, including hydrangeas and
rhododendrons, can grow in a pot, but if
flowers for vases is your goal, focus on cos-
mos, dahlias and other “cut-and-come-again”
flowers that proliferate after cutting. Ms.
Smith harvested her sweet peas in the morn-
ing and returned in the evening to find a
flurry of new blossoms ready for picking. “I
never felt afraid to cut flowers as I knew it
did them good and would ensure continual
flowers all summer long.” Roses, too, are pot-
table and benefit from frequent cutting.

While Ms. Smith was able to drum up a
small arrangement a day, Mr. Parkinson
cautions against fantasies of massive bun-
dles of blooms like those seen cradled in
the arms of certain celebrated Instagram-
mers. “I’m not growing to fill huge vases,”
he said. “I love just having single stems and
putting them into lovely vintage bud vases
and even recycled jars. I jolly them to-
gether, and this creates the impression of a
flower meadow…different heights of twist-
ing, arching stems.”

One challenge with growing container
flowers is that they typically need to be fed
and watered often because they aren’t insu-
lated in the ground. And maintaining a pot-
ted garden throughout the year requires in-
genuity. During the off season, Mr.
Parkinson lifts his dahlia tubers, storing
them in shoeboxes indoors in a cool, dry
space. Roses can remain in place but need
frost protection. He typically treats tulips—
less likely to repeat-flower successfully—as
annuals, selecting new bulbs to plant each
fall, a delightful chore.

Another advantage of a container gar-
den? Its portability. Ms. Smith and her fi-
ancé recently packed up her potted plants
and drove them to a new house in Bath.
The garden is already blooming.

Container gardeners use pots
to play with height in ways not
possible working in the ground.

In 2019, design fans flooded
Instagramwith their new
obsession: a wavy-framed
Italian mirror from the ’70s.
The mania for the Ultrafragola

triggered a vogue for
undulating mirror frames

that is only intensifying today.

Glass of 2021

! Exton Mirror, $1,950,
vaughandesigns.com; inset,
Ultrafragola Mirror, $11,500,
Urban Architecture Inc., 718-
349-3837

! Curvy Mirror, $2,900,
gustafwestman.com
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Hanna Mirror, $129,
burkedecor.com "
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