Tips from the top

Secret Morocco

By Ben Miller

The Armstrong & Miller actor and comedian, who has
ahouseinMorocco, reveals his favourite local finds

People-watch, Marrakech style, at
Terrasse desEpices.It'sastylish
rooftoprestaurantjustnearthecity’s
spice market, which does afantastic
fattoushsalad (terrassedesepices.com;
mains about £12). Inthe cooler months,
Iborrow a djellaba(long tunic) from staff,
sitontheroof andfeellike aproperlocal.

Really determined shoppers should
head to Marrakech's ‘industrial zone'.
That's where anyone who knows the
city goestobuy thethings everyone
else getsinthe souk.Iparticularly

like aperfumery called Les Sens de
Marrakech (lessensdemarrakech fr).
lalso gotoanamazing fleamarket called
Bab ELKhemis, heldinthe northwestern
corner of the medinaevery Thursday.
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If youlove gardens, the Anima Garden
is stunning. It'sby the Austrian artist
AndréHellerandis abouthalf anhour
fromMarrakech (@anima-garden.com;
£10).Itfeels very African.

Getoutonthe town withdinner at
Comptoir Darna.ltdoesdelicious
traditionaltagines and has afantastic
belly-dancing show (uk.comptoir
marrakech.com; mains about £16).

Thebesthammamis atBeldi Country
Club, 10 minutes’ drive from central
Marrakech. It'snotactually a country
club, butalovely rustic hotel (beldi
countryclub.com; doubles from £170,
B&B).Non-guests canpay to have
lunchandaswim (£32pp).

Viewpoint:from
top, thebeachat
family-friendly
Taghazout; the Beldi
Country Club just
outside Marrakech;
typicaldoorway
inEssaouira
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Watchthe sunsetfromthe Palmeraie
areaof Marrakech.It'stothe eastofthe
city andits views are fringed by palm
trees.Forarealtreat, dine atthe sultry
Jnane Tamsnahotel, thentake acamel
rideintothe desertforsunset (jnane
tamsna.com; setmenuabout£37;
camel-ride £28).

For alaid-back city
break,I'd choose
Essaouira.There'sa
fantastic souk thereand
it'sonthe Atlantic, sothe
beaches are beautiful.
Stay atVillaMarocinthe
medina, whichis very chic
andhas fantastic food
(villa-maroc.com;
doubles from £100, B&B).

Taghazoutis like North
Cornwallin Morocco.It's
justnorth of Agadirand
has the same shabby-chic style. There
are some good family hotelsrightonthe
beach, suchas Paradis Plage (paradis
plage.com; doubles from £90, B&B).

Wantthe feel of Marrakech beforeit
was famous? Go to Taroudant, alittle
overanhour’s drive from Agadir. People
willgreetyouas soonasyouarrive and
won'tleave your side until you visit their
uncle's carpet shop. We stayed atDar
alHossoun —its gardenjustabout
manages to upstage the peacocks (al
hossoun.com; doubles from £76,B&B).

Mint tea mightbe more famous, but
Isay try aMoroccan coffee. You can get
itinany of the cafes off DjemaaElFna
inMarrakech, where they grindit with
nutmeg, cloves and abit of cinnamon.

Ben starsinSticks and Stones, airing
onlITVthis December. His children’s
book The Boy Who Made the
WorldDisappearisoutnow. m
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