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This Orrawa-based charity connects children, adulrs and seniors
living with disabilities w0 2 buddy in the communicy.

Here, be made many friends and heard how difficule it is to access

the workforce when you have a disability. He decided 1o combine

his passion far advocacy and coffee, but knew that to really make

an impact be had w create a community.

“It’s mor just about giving people money, even chaugh we da pay

a starting salaey of $16 an hour. [Us also about having a sense of

belonging, being on the team, which is something we can take
for granted. Going to work is sometimes a drag, bur for some
people, it's their only interaccion for the week ”

The social enterpeise ethos of the company isn't restricted to

hiring, Wells also cares abour the source of his coffee beans

and that farmers are treared fairly. At the site that produces the
Stephen Hawkbean: Black Hole Roast beans, it’s essentlal chat

warker's righes are respecred.

“All the farmers and all the workers get paid a pension on top of

fair wages, which is awesome.”

The Artery Community Roasters’ mast popular coffee is the
Colombian Red Cat,
and milk chocolate. This col

is grown by the Ortega family
and represents three gencrations of coffee-makers living in the

village of San Agustin, Colombia.

Grower Esnaider Orvega, grandson of Oriega patriarch Dan
Paulo Emilio Ortega, often appears on the brand's social media
pages and Wells considers him a friend. "We just want to build
relationships with the Farmers. The people who are growing out

coffec are commenting on our pa The farmer I work

with calls me amigo, thar's what direct trade actually means.”

Wells' favourite coffee is his half-caf blend called Curh Your

Calfeineism, sc

med in honour of comedian Larry David. This
coffec continues the socially conscious theme as it inchudes beans
from an Indigenous land-defending group of Xinca farmers from

the Cafe Colis Resistencla movement In Guaremala

Wells uses 2 Huid bed roaster from Idaho company Coffee
Crafers. Tt runs on hoe air rather than gas t reast up o 60

pounds of coffee beans an hour.

“What | really like abau this machine is thas somebacdy wha was
in 2 wheekhair would be able to control the sewings. I's more
accessible than some of the bigger, older machines where you
need to walk up on  ladder to dump the beans in. It suits our
needs and it really docs produce a super clean coffee.”

Transparency is an overatching theme of Wells' business model,
in relation w wages, the source of the coffee and the company’s
commitment to minimizing damage to the environment.
Deliveries are carbon-neuesal, thanks to his bike courier and the

packaging is biodegradable. With u partarship with The Box
.
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waste into compost,

Wells has cerrainly shown it's possibie to starta soclally conscious

basiness in the middle of 3 pandemic. But even though he

is keeping his day job as a sevior speechwriter for the federal
government, he belicves profitability doesn’ have o suffer for

businesses to be ethical

*l want w0 show other businesses that hiring people with

disabilities and g
products is still something you can do and be profitable.” @

ing Fair wages and properly sourcing v

The Astery Community Roasters
Unit 45, 5450 Canotek Rd., Glaucester, Ont.
thearengommunityroasters.com | 613.600.7523

@thearicrycommunit
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Wl Nells, abowes, perfectad rossting coffee at home before
apening The Artery Community Roasters, a social enterprise
that roasts specialty coffees and hires peoplie with dsabilities.

with a ally consc

idea of a perfect cup.
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