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Return of  
    a pop princess

ELLA Yelich-O’Connor, 
better known as Lorde, 
took the world by storm 
when she first broke into 

the music scene back in 2013. 
The Kiwi singer, then 16, 

captivated audiences with the 
release of her debut single, Royals. 
Since then, she has cemented 
herself as one of the industry’s 
most beloved indie pop darlings.  

And now, she returns after a 
four-year hiatus with a brand-new 
sound off her latest album, Solar 
Power. 

“I think I have become someone 
who sees the world a little bit more 
clearly, as my upbringing was 
different.  

“I lived in New Zealand in a nice 
suburban place and I did not know 
much about the world. I have now 
seen so much and have a greater 
understanding. The world is a lot 
broader now” said the singer in a 
recent Southeast Asia press 
conference via Zoom.  

Solar Power is the pop star’s 
third album of her discography and 
her first since her sophomore 
record Melodrama, that was 
released in 2017. 

While Melodrama was about 
tales of heartbreak and teenage 
jollification, the latest album pays 
tribute to her mellower events.  

 
How would you describe the 
album’s sound? 
I really wanted to combine a 
tiny bit of the 60s and 
70s Californian folk 
tunes with the 
music of my 
youth in the 
early 2000s, 
which was 
radio pop. 

B o t h  
s o u n d s  
c a p t u r e  
how it feels 
like to be on 
the outside, 
so I took 
elements from 
both of them and 
put them through 
my specific lens. I 
wanted it to feel light and 
free as though I’d want to float 
away. 

 
What inspired you to make this 
album?  
I was walking in the park by my 
house with my dog. I would wake 
up every morning and walk my dog 
and through that little routine, I 
saw the seasons changing for the 
first time. I saw the morning light 
and I really started to feel the 
magic of nature and the outside 
world, even just from going to a 
park.  

Then I went on a trip to 
Antarctica and right around that 
trip, the name Solar Power popped 
into my head. It was amazing 
because I had not written anything 
for it yet but that is sort of where it 
started.  

 
What is the story behind the 
latest single, Mood Ring?  
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It is my 
attempt at 
unpacking 
w e l l n e s s  
and all the 
little kinds 
of systems 

that we are 
used to ... to 

feel well and 
connected in 

our modern 
world. I was thinking 

about the things that my 
girlfriends and I do, whether it is 
keeping a crystal around or 
reading our horoscopes. And I was 
just sort of trying to put it all 
together.  

 
Does the album represent any 
part of you in real life?  
I made the album kind of as a 
response to my pop star life up to 
that point. I had this really busy 
and crazy life as I was touring a lot. 
And then I came off tour and 
became very sort of quiet and 
domestic. I found that to be so 
transformative, for me personally 
and also my artistic career as well.  

I think I realised that I am 
always going to be someone who 
needs to retreat from being a pop 
star, to be able to make something 
and undergo a transformation that 
makes me want to write something 
new.  

So, I think this album really 

showed me who I am, and it was a 
truly big chapter of my life. I feel 
like the period between your late 
adolescence and your mid-20s is 
such a big time and with so many 
changes, so I definitely felt that. 

 
Is it difficult to return after a long 
hiatus?  
Definitely! I would say that it is 
hard. It is just so different because 
I spent years of my life not being a 
famous pop star. And now, I have 
to put my interview hat on and my 
photoshoot hat and all sorts of 
things, but it is cool. I have a 
tendency to long for whatever part 
of my life is missing. 

So, for years when I was laying 
on my couch reading books, I was 
thinking about being back out 
there again. And when I was tired, I 
was thinking of landing on the 
couch again. As soon as I am back 
home and off a cycle, it is what I 
want to get on and it is a big 
change, but I like it. 

 
Which singer would you like to 
collaborate with?  
I do not do collaborations very 
often. But I did mention Harry 
Styles in an interview recently. I 
really like his last album and he is 
such a great pop singer. He is also 
so charming. So, I think we could 
maybe do something together. We 
will see, who knows?

Elton John to release album 
recorded under lockdown
ELTON John said on 
Wednesday that he is to 
release an album of songs 
recorded during lockdown, 
when he made music with 
stars including Stevie 
Wonder while observing 
social distancing. 

The 74-year-old British 
singer said in a video on 
Instagram that The 
Lockdown Sessions album 
grew out of a series of one-off 
collaborations with 

musicians including Gorillaz, 
Miley Cyrus and Wonder. 

“Never in a million years 
did I think this was going to 
be a year where I put an 
album out,” said the star, who 
spent lockdown in Los 
Angeles and England. 

The album will be 
released in October,  
said John, who is currently on 
a long-running farewell  
tour set to run till 2023. –  
AFP Elton John.

Joni Mitchell to be 
honoured by music 
world
SINGER-SONGWRITER Joni 
Mitchell will be honored by 
the music world ahead of the 
annual Grammy Awards in 
Los Angeles as the MusiCares 
person of the year. 

MusiCares, the charitable 
arm of the Recording 
Academy, said on 
Wednesday that artists would 
pay tribute to Mitchell at an 
event on Jan. 29. 

Mitchell, 77, who has kept 
a low profile since suffering a 
brain aneurysm in 2015, said 
in a statement that she was 
honored to be chosen. 

“I look forward to being 
part of this gala,“ she said. 

Organizers did not say 
which artists would perform 
for Mitchell at the event, 
which acts as a fundraiser to 
help musicians struggling 
with health and other issues. 

“She is being honored not 
only for her iconic music and 
lyrics, but for her trailblazing 
spirit and the inspiration 
she’s brought to so many 
artists,“ Laura Segura, 
executive director of 
MusiCares, said in a 
statement. 

The Canadian-born “A 
Case of You” musician is 
regarded as one of the most 
influential singer-
songwriters of the 1970s, 
inspiring artists ranging from 
Prince to Brandi Carlile. 

Other musicians or 
musical groups recently 
honored by MusiCares 
include Aerosmith, 
Fleetwood Mac and Dolly 
Parton. 

The Grammy Awards are 
scheduled to take place in 
Los Angeles on Jan. 31. – 

Joni Mitchell.


