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THE PAvAzING. [ADVENTURES
OF JAC/(/E Qs

By David ]ackson

Torchy is aboard a tramp freighter,
bound for South America. Fred
Fromer, the freighter’s burly first
mate, has made advances toward her.
Now, as Torchy stands on the deck
catching a few moments of sun,
Fromer comes up behind her. He
grabs Torchy’s shoulders roughly—

“You're beautiful!”

“Please— don’t! Please, Mr.
Fromer!”

“Come here gorgeous. I can make
this trip real nice for you—if you co-
operate!”

Suddenly Fromer steps forward and
pins the girl against the side of the
cabin. He pulls her toward him, and

| his lips seek hers—
blaCk female “C’mere, I said!”
: “N-no— get away from me!”

Car[UOnlSt, 'Torchy free.s one hand, and strikes

with all her might—
CR-RACK!
ln 1937! * The blow resounds sharply. The

continued oa paga 16

Fhatagraphs by Mike Tappin
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writer, John Messmann, to supply her
with a story each week. “Messmann’s
idea of a surefire hit was some kind of
mushy soap opera,” Ormes recalls. “I
had to convince him that Torchy was
no moonstruck crybaby, and that she
wouldn’t perish between heartbreaks.
I'have never liked dreamy little women
who can’t hold their own. 1 argued
with Messmann to make Torchy into
the kind of woman I wanted. At first
he made a few changes, then he said,
‘Here, you do it The dialogue, frames,
and balloons became my responsi-
bility.”

In 1955 John Sengstacke (the owner
of the Defender) bought the Pittsburgh
Courier, and stripped away its comic
section, among other things. Jackie
took clips of “Torchy” and the
humorous “Patty Jo 'n’ Ginger” over
to the Tribune. “They sat down and
just howled,” she remembers. “We
had a ball. Then I found out that the
Tribune had a stable of seven people to
turn out each cartoon. That’s ridicu-
lous. No one person did any of it. 1
said, oh dear, I can’t handle that. 1
think there’s no use asking for some-
thing you can’t handle.”

In the early 1970s the 77ibune ran a
comic feature starring a black woman,
Friday Foster, by Lawrence and Longa-
ron. Oddly enough, Friday—a go-go-
booted girl photographer— gets into
many of the same situations as Torchy,
but she reacts very differently. When
Friday is attacked by a giant snake in
the jungle, for example, she drops her
camera and screams. “Okay,” she says,
“maybe I'm acting liké a baby! Who
cares?! I just don’t happen to dig your
kind of embrace Mister Python!”
Friday runs until she trips over a root,
smacks her head against a tree, and
falls unconscious.

In the 1960s Ormes concentrated
on her paintings, working on oils,
murals, and portraits until her hands
stiffened up. and she became unable
to hold a brush,

She’s lived alone since the death of
her husband in 1978. Now she keeps
her old comic strips and clips in the
bottom drawer of a dresser. She doesn’t
look at them often. In fact it’s hard for
her to open the drawer. She tries to do
it as I stand beside her, then giggles
and stands back. “I'mso broken up, I
can’t do anything anymore. I'm arthrit-
ic. Rheumatoid. My hands are no
good.” .

I open the drawer, and look at
Ormes’s hands. They’re closed. The
fingers are small and twisted together.

“I had surgery,” Ormes turns her
hands around. “Those are new knuck-
* les implanted there. But all it did was
open my hand up a little bit. I still
can’t move the fingers. I’'m scared to
death over hot things. I can’t pick up
heavy stuff. And I can’t draw.”

She smiles again, and starts to leaf
through the bright pile of cartoons,

each of which was numbered years
ago. More than half the numbers are
missing.

“I haven’t saved a lot because it just
looked like— oh it looked like it would
never stop. That’s how you think
when you’re busy. You think it’ll never
stop.”

Ormes spreads a set of cartoons out
on the dresser. “Here, look at these.”
They’re- squares of color. In each
square the action’s stopped. The
figures stand with clouds of words
around them—as if they’re speaking
in a very cold place. Their eyes burn.
Their faces are animated, in the old
sense of that word: they’re filled with
life— anima— breath and soul. On one
page Torchy walks with a man into a
lattice-framed garden, and they kiss;
on another page she fights to keep her
balance in" a storm; on a third she
laughs with a child—a nephew of the
“prejudiced and bigoted Colonel
Fuller.”

The messages here, drawn in clear
bold lines, can be gotten across even
by a person with both fists closed:

The inner clock— the heart— weighs
time and knows it. The clock on the
wall just spins in circles.

We always struggle between reality
and wish.

Disaster purges us of what doesn’t
matter.

Love fights against' prejudice.
Knowing the facts defeats it.

I ask Ormes what she thinks about
growing old. She laughs, and looks
across her airy animated room. “Oh 1
still go out and enjoy myself and look
around,” she says. “I like people—
from all walks of life. People are folks
and I get along with them. I'm an
optimist, I always like to see the
cheerier side of everything and every-
body.”

L

Torchy has found love with Earl
Lester, the brilliant young jazz pianist.
Earl’s had an operation on his injured
hands, but with Torchy beside him
he’s learned to play all over again.
After a hard practice session, Torchy
and Earl walk together in the garden
by Earl’s little house on Willow
Street,

They pause beside a rose trellis.
Torchy raises her arms about Earl’s
neck. He looks at her, and his lips find
hers, sweet and warm. She replies
with unashamed desire.

Inside the house, Earl’s friend and
teacher, King Ivory, watches them.
King Ivory’s face is serious, his heart
heavy. “Yes, she’s happy—really
happy,” the old musician thinks. “I
just don’t know how to tell her. I
guess I can’t yet. If you love Earl,
Torchy, youw’ll give him up!”

What do King Ivory’s words mean?
What could they mean? Follow
Torchy’s heartbeats next week and
every week in your Courier Comics!
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