true: amminals had found a way
ofchangmg IMEl mumbers Using
devices called “flashers”, availa-
ble far as less as 110,000, those
experienced mmokile phone re-
par woukl erase a phone’s IMEI
number and replace it withanew
one. As time passed, even flash-
er devices went extinct Today
you an simply connect a phane
to a computer and use a flasher
saftware, easily available on the
internet. Asimple Google search
reveals scares of tutorials, both
text and video, on how to use the
flasher saftware, all of whxh
iranxally, comewith a disdam-
er saymg, “itmay beillegal todo
this in your country”

Even the chentele of mobile
phone thieves has changed
Whilecarberthey woukd sell the
phones to retadlers, who would
in turn sell them as second-hand
phones now, the racket has

33,667

No.of stolen hand sets disabled
through the Central Equipment
Kentity Register project

Inanirves Sgfon conduc fedin Augustiast year. the Trombay police recovered
131 stolen phones and found Y s acSons amaunting to 32 crore over two years
inthe bark account o one o e arrested xcased

fone interna tianal

Waychal’s team discovered this
while trymg to track down two
accused m the case, who are still
wanted These two men would
pxkup the mobile phanes fram
Farha andSahul ands muggle them
acrass the border mto countries
ke Banglad esh and Nepal where
they would be myected back mto
the apenmarket Once the phanes
are outofIndia’s jurisdiction, re-
covermg them becames next to
mmpassible, andthis s something

that mokbale phone thieves seemto
have realised

-Inding her voice

A new collection of poemstakes creative licenseswhile
adhering to biographical facts to enable India’s first
female physician Anandibai Joshi to tell her own story

SUCHETA CHAKRABORTY

ONEmaght find thissilly, buteach
time | started a poem m this cal-
Jection, | would ook up at the sky
and take Anandibai’s permassion,
askmg her “‘what would you hike
me to say?™ poet and writer Shi-
kha Malwiya tdls us n an emal
mterview about her new collec
tion of persona poans Anandiba
Jashee: A Life in Poems (Harper
Callins India, 399 The book on
India’s first female physican and
the first Indian waman to travelto
the Umited States in 1883 to study
mediane, tells Anandibar’s stary
through her own magmed voxe
setting it apart from previous wark
an her life whichhaso ftenviewed
herthrough the hmating narrative
af her husband as hersaviourand
guxle As Malawiya writes in her
preface 1o the boak, “Toy| telling
Anandibai’s stary through poems
m herown vaxe, myhopeisto not
anly restore Anandiba’s agency
and grve her stary backto her, but
toalso lughhght her mner strength,
determmation sharpmeellect and
desire tohelp otherwomen”
Maaviya also writes in her
preface about the raasm she ex-
penenced as achild growmgupin
Mimnesota mthe early ‘S0sand her
need © find herhisoryreflected m
hersurroundings it wasthissearch
fora foremother thatutimately led

her © Amandibai “The wrniting of
thisbookhasmade me realise that
we canheal ourownlackof histary
and roots by excavating hife stanies
and bringing themto the farefrant,”
shetells us

At the same time, as an In-
doAmencan with experiences of
Iving both m India and the US, 1t
was also a sense of shared histo-
ry and struggle that helped farge
Malwiyds persomal cannection
with her subpect “Itwas shocking
tome that lcoukd feel this connec
tian [with her] despite us belong-
mg todifferent centunes My heart
a with recognition in seemg
Anandiba’s tusslebetween tradi-
tional expectations and her own
beliefs, which were, m manyways,
radixal’ notes the poet Shefinds
echoes of her own experiencesin
Anandbat’s and mentionshow her
Ind ianidentity too wasremforoed,
whi les he was constantly autioned
abouth ecamng “wes et sed” She
describes how she embraced trach-
tian m herown hife but never, like
her ancestar, Jet go ofher dream.
“Wrniting poetry 15 and always will
be my rachcal act,” Malaviya msists

Through poems, titled A Inf
ferent Kind of Anthmetic. where
Anandiba even as a chikd 1s made
acutely aware of the dvide that
exists between the sexes (Befare

The Crime Branchs Unat VI,
too, uncovered this aspect when
they were probing a sumilar case
last year When one of their con-
stables receved a tip off about
a aass-border mobile phone
racket, an mvestigation was im-
tiated and the Umt V] wentonto
arrest 21 people aver a perid of
two manths

“The accused had a tie-up with
agents based at the Nepal and
Banghdeshbarders Theseagents
have a2 massive racket, primarily
helpmgcrimainals wantedinindia
to shpmtoNepal ar Bangladeshto

o€
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ek

" Aeard Gopd Jashe lapanese
docior Kei Okarm and Sriandocior
Saatisbmbooly cachinnatve
dress Phibddphia Perrsdana,
1856 Al $ree graduatedrom
the'Worman's Medical College of
Perrsyharia anvdwere the st
wornen Fom their espective
courtriestograduste Fan awestem
uriversity. h he book Mabwye
writes that despite echoirg esoticem.
the phdtogragh exudes a power ™ Fat
seemed o Lrnhe nofonofermpire
onits head" andhints & “an dlyhip
and ssterhood Fat went beyond e
chuchand stale” PC/AETTYIMAGES

team makesa logof the

blocked devices. Further,
i someone inserts a

new SIM card into the
device to try and use It,
the SIM card com pany
concerned immediately
getsanalert, alongwith
the location of the device
This is forwarded to the
policeinreal time, which
Increases the chances of the
recovering the device and

arresting the accused

hie low until matters cool down.
These same ag ents would pxkup
cansignments of stalen phanes
and deliver them across the bar-
der” says a Crime Branch officer
whowaspartof the mvestigation

The smugg ling process, toa, is
quick Inone instance, the pahce
started traang a phane that was
reparted stalen m Mumbra The
same day, i1t travelled to Tilak
Nagar and then to Vashi, where
it was switchad off Whenit was
switched an the next marmng, it
was m Bangladesh

While phanes m pristine ar de-

| could count properly an my fin-
gers/Bx dan teen char, | kearned
dnision/the haveh halvedmtotwo
sections (the mardana and 2enana)
and Lass An Inwoation’ where she
resolvesto becomeadoctar (. and
throug h your Jass | find purpase/
my san with no name birthing a
dream fnd Ivalunteer mysdf tomy
countrywamen/as | take the aathof
Hippoaates..) Malaviya explares
Anandibal’s mner thoughts and
fedings asit takesreaders through
the morewellknown episodes of
herhife

Maavyds formal structuring
af her verse too lends as much
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Continued from page24 Onadaily basis, the CEIR cent canditian fetch a good price

m the black market, even dam-
aged phanes are m high demand
for ane simple reason: thewr IME
numbers. f a phane i1s wo dam-
aged to be resakd, its IMEI num-
ber 15 noted down and entered
mto a database, after which it is
stripped far parts The database
15 used every time the gangs need
anew IMElmumberto assignto a
stolen phane afterits angmalane
1s Tlashed out

“The goodnews" an officer says,
“is that if every phane, damaged
ar not, 1sreported stalen through
CEIR the will eventually
run out of ﬁﬂnﬁnwnbm to \:Pe’
What we aredomgs hitting them
whereit hurts. if theycan't sell the
phones, what is the paint of steal-
mg them?”

The anly questian that the po-
lice havent been able to find an
answer to, yet, 1s whyphanes are
called kauwwas “Evenwe wer cu-
rious about the angms Whilein-
teTrogating some recently arrested
accused, we learnt thatpalicemen,
carlier called ‘mamu’ are now
known as ‘hathi’ ar elephant
Nabody seems to know why™
smales Waychal

gutanmengle 8mid-cdycan

‘ It was shocking that |
could feel this connection
despite us belonging to
different centuries. My heart
ached in recognition seeing
Anandibai's tussle between
traditional expectations and
her own beliefs,which were, in
many ways, radical

Shilcha M alvia

meamng asdoherusage of wards
“TWhen|youare telling a ife stary
different forms of poetrycan lend
mare weight to all the twists and
turns she admats. “Anandiba
Ived m an age where anguage
was quite formal, measured, and
eclegant Forms such a5 sannets,
pantoums, ghazas and couplets
lendtothat while providing, mthis
case, a certam elegiac rhythm I'm
a veryvisual writer and m poems
such as ‘Namkaran; where Anan-
dibai 15 named after the Yamuna
river, it felt natural for the wards
to take an the shape of a river”
sheexplans Agam, a poem called
Cansu nwhich underscores
the brutahi ty Anandibai faced at the
hands of her husband “is shaped
hike a sickle” “l wanted the vio-
lence of the poemto becanveyed
not just thro wards, but also
to foreshadow howcansumption,
whxh 1 another ward far tu-
berculasis, would eventually cut
herdown.” says Malaviya “Through
the writing of this boak, | came
to respect the function of farm
much mare and realised that with-
m farmitself, there 1s much roam
to experiment”

smamal mec-cryoom




