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Thinking of adding o second cat to your household:
You're now alona, “|he most recent nygtinnal censos roports
that 27 million U.S. cat-owning houscholds averaged 2.2
felines each. 'Ihat compares o 1.7 dogs in 31.2 million
houscholds, The frequency of multcat ewnership may
stem from a desire to ease the loneliness or boredorn Folks
think a solitary cat feels when they are off to warlk, Others
may ot have been able 1o resist thar necdy seeay that just
showad up ar the door.

But belore vou let a seconc—or third—cat into
your home, stop and think, Does your cat really erave the
enmpanionship of other cats? What if the cars don't gt
along? Are there any special medieal problems endemic to
a multicat household?

Do cats need other cats? According to Debra
Herewinz of Vererinary Behavior Consulting in Saint
Louis, Missouri, cats do not crave souial groups in the
same way dogs do. "D cats get lonely? Probably, but not
in the same way thar we associate with human beings or
even with dogs. Just becanse a cat scems LW want moare
attention or love from its human owner doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that 1t is lonely for another cat”

Essentally, Torowilz says, the decision whether to
add s new ear o poir hovsehold should be made ona
cuse-by-case basis. “Fach cat has 1ts own personality and
individual style,” says Iorowitz, “The best way to deter-
ming if yout cat would benefit from having a new catin

16 anvrdats

dding a new cat ? These steps can
foster the most stress-free introduction.

the household is to ohserve its
Lelyavion. If your cat starts to
hiss or raises ies il when it sees
nther cars outside, it probably
diesn 't want to have another
cat in irs territory. 10 vonr cat bats at the window with its
paw &5 though to touch the other animal, it is probably
receplive to other cats.”

While there are no guarantees of eat compatibility,
vererinarian Alexis Higdon, whose Boise, ldzho, practce
treats cats exclusively, agraes that obsierdng your pet’s
behavior offers the best clues on whether it would wel-
come o new cat in the home, “If possible,” TTigdon says,
Hery o visit the new cat betorehand, even several days ina
row, to see if its personality will mesh with the personality
of your own pel.”

While some animal experts suggest that cerin
reeds nyay be berrer suited e multsst households,
Higdon says that choosing a cat by breed doesn’t guaran
tee much of anvthing, “Bringing 4 néw ¢l into your
home, whether it is vour first or one of several animals, is
always a risk,” says [ligdon, “Saying that a certain breed
of cat is inore docile or more accepung of vther cats is
sort of like saying that all blondes have more fan, Just as
every human heing is differenc, soas every cat.™

Geader, however, does seem to play a tole in which
eats get on well together. Horowity says that studies of
groups of cats living together in the wild show thac femele
cars tend oo bond most closely with other females, espe-
cially if they are dircetly related.

“Ulnlike dugs, whin establish a hicrarchy based on
dominance, how catsset upp their nrganizaton structufe
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st clear-cus,” explains TTorowitz, “Behaviorises have
observed grandmothers, mothers; and daughrers that
il Losether oo form o sor of cluster of their own with-
n a larger social group. But how that applies 0.
domestic serting 1in't exactly clear. | gencrally sdvise my
clienes that it you have o female cat az home, you probably
shoule set another female. 1 vou have a male car, geta
miale kitcen, Bur look carefully at the personalitics ot each
of the cars, Male kivens tend to be more assertive than
females, so if vour own male cat is not very jotive, you
nay want to consider getting a female”

Age alsn plays a sionificant role in how well 3 now
Al fis ineo g honsehodd. Most vets reconniend thar the
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than four years old, “The older vour car gets, the smaller
the chanoes are of successully mtroduame o new cat ints
the household,” says TTorowitz, “Older cars tend 10 be
very setled and secure in cheir place in the T,
Bringing & new cat home could cause remendons stress
tor older cats, which could impact their haalil),”

-Whﬁfhappens when cats take ¥
_ the Eukanuba® Taste Challenge...¢

Make sure your
cat’s new buddy gels
checked by a veterinarian
before coming home. Thiz will
reduce the risk of the newcomer trans-
mitting llinesass or parasites to your cat.
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H eilth cunceens are ver anacher fictor 1o consider,
Malee sure that the new kitten ur cat has heen seen by u
veterinarian befure bringing it hame o reduce the sk of
teanstieting fllnesses or parasites to other antmals,

1 stronghy recommend that cars be sereened for
feline leukemia wnd FIV, especiaihy it you aren sure
where the new-cat came [romn,” swvs Higdon, “Kicens are
alsos especially prane 1 upoer respiratory infectinns, so
Fom iy want to separaze the new kitten from the other
vats in the honsehald far seven davs o make suve thar ji
isnrirenbating ar infection. 1f atany time during the
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other with Eukanubao Cat

Food. Step buck ond wotch

your cat go for Eukanubo.
We're so sure your cof will prafer
Eukonubo, we gl.lr.'"ur'lf#_rl:':' itl ¥ ha
doesn’t, we'll give you 1710% of
your mongy bockl Availoble of

your favorite Pot Sp 1-::|i':,r Store,

The Best You Can Do’ For Your Cat
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lives of your cats. one of them strts sneezing regularly
o prets disrrhes, immediarely isolate the {1l cat to reduce
the risk of exposure, end mke it 1o vour vererinarian w see
if it needs treatment.”

Regulbar flea contral, maintaining snnual imnmupnie-
Lifimis, ﬂllﬁpl}‘inﬁ or neutering each of vour cars at the
appropriate ime also help keep pets healthy. Neurering
will also climinate sexual behaviors that cin cause con-
Hicts among cats,

Still want to add that new cat? There are several
ateps you can take to help make the introduedon o
smoothle Marilen White, a chinies] behaviarier ar the
Uiniversite of Californis-Tiavis Veterinary Teaching
Hospital, suggests thar you create ¢ home for cats that is
“valuc-added.”

“Cars do well in homes that peovide them wira the
resoucces they value,” explains White. “Adl cats cover 3
source of food, water, o place o bury their waste, and a
space of their own. A home that is rich in those resources,
no matter how many cits reside there, will always be
appealing,”

With this in mind, White offets the following sug-
et s

# Adding 2 car? Add another livrer box, too, This
ristuces the :'u,-lg ol accidents and allows each eat ro use the
bk that it feels the most comfortable with.

# Never force your cats to cat the same things or
use the same type of Tivter, TRyou adope o néw cat from
shelter ar acquire it from someone else home, make sure
vou know what products the cat prefers. 1 you are going
to oy to switch the cat over to a new brand of food or
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litter, do it grachally, keeping in mind that it may never
adjust to what your nther cat likes.

# Creare muldple one-cat perches, by deanng 4
simall space on a bookshelf or purchasing multiple cat
trees. Cats need to have a space where they ean goso
they won't be bothered by the other animal(s) in the
household,

4 On the duy you bring the new car homie, keep the
animals separate. Provide both cats with ample food,

rater; liter space, and plenty of human atrentiom no mat-
rer what rowns: they are in. Alternate hringdng one cat inwg
the bedroom with you or have one sit on your lap while
relegatng the vither (o another part of the house, Ths
gives your new cat ame to adjust 1o its surroandings. It
also teaches your current cat thar it has to share certain
spaces with the other ammal.

# To per the cars nsed to each other’s adors, riib
e car witl o wwel, then rob the second car with the
same towel. Alternate ziving ¢ach the towel to sleep wath.

@ When you finally allow the cats into the same
room, do sogradually and for a few minutes at a time, Try
hringing rhem into the same room far feeding or playtime
sty that they siart 1o associare posiove events wilh the
appearance of the other cat,

# Iave patience. While some cats take 1o each
nther within a few minutes of meenng, it useally rakes 2
few weeks o a month for cam to feel comioreable with
cach other,

Two feline rcommatas sniff sach other In a friendly greet-
ing. Will your cat adjust as well to a newcomer? Bafore
adopting another cat, watch your feline’s reactions to
othar cats for clues.



Younger cats usually adjust to each other faster
than older ones.
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Evkanubao Cat

Foods are maode

with real meat, Cols

nuluu:”y love meot, And
Eukanuba hos chicken or

lamby ws the moin ingredient;
Thal's why as many as 3 out of 4
cats prefer Eukanuba over the
leading dry cot lood. Take the
Evkanuba Taste Chaollenge today

e s and see lor voursall.
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