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Association’s John Paul 
Stevens Guiding Hand of 
Counsel Award to Moreno 
and McCracken last fall for 
their leadership on the mat-
ter. “They’ve been instru-
mental in raising awareness 
of these issues among law-
makers and the public.”

Since 2007, Moreno and 
McCracken have provided 
litigation resources and con-
sultation to lawyers chal-
lenging lethal injection’s 
constitutionality in 29 juris-
dictions. During that time, 
seven states have abolished 
capital punishment.

“As long as states carry 
out executions,” Moreno 
says, “we’ll fight for our cli-
ents’ right to be executed in 
a constitutional manner and 
to make states more 
accountable and more  
transparent.”

Amid jarring stories of 
botched executions, 

McCracken and 
Moreno challenge 

state practices 

under the Administrative 
Procedures Act and the 
importing of lethal-injection 
drugs in violation of the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act. Clinic director and fac-
ulty member Elisabeth 
Semel says, “Their tenacious 
work has exposed states’ 
willingness to obtain execu-
tion drugs secretly and ille-
gally and to experiment with 
untested chemicals in 
executions.”

Since the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 2006 ruling that 
lethal-injection techniques 
can be litigated, many 
death-row inmates have 
sued—alleging violation of 
the Eighth Amendment’s 
ban on cruel and unusual 
punishment. In response, 
several states have put 
lethal injection on hold.

While battles remain, 
McCracken is optimistic. 
“Look at the extensive 
media coverage of these 
problems,” she says. “Public 
perception is well informed 

and ahead of the 
courts.”  

—Andrew Cohen

LEADING  
THE FIGHT 
AGAINST  
LETHAL  
INJECTION

LIFE SAVERS: Death Penalty Clinic 
attorneys Jen Moreno ’06 (left) 

and Megan McCracken with Dale 
Baich, who presented their 

American Bar Association award.

Celebrating 50 Years 
Of Ocean Law Guidance
Ocean law issues keep rising to the surface amid concerns 
about changing coastlines, unresolved maritime boundaries, 
biodiversity protection, and commercial uses. In response, 
the Law of the Sea Institute is doing what it’s done for a half 
century—providing leading research and promoting interna-
tional cooperation. 

In October, scholars from Asia, Australia, Europe, and the 
United States gathered to wade through ocean law issues—
and celebrate the institute’s 50th birthday. Housed at 
Berkeley Law since 2002, the institute has flourished under 
longtime director and professor emeritus Harry Scheiber, and 
former professor David Caron ’83 (co-director from 2002 to 
2012). Professor Holly Doremus ’91 and Jordan Diamond ’08, 
executive director of the school’s Center for Law, Energy & the 
Environment, will co-lead the institute starting July 1.

“Ocean law is generally understudied at U.S. law schools 
despite the urgent global issues involved,” says Scheiber, who 
co-organized the anniversary conference with the Korea 
Institute of Ocean Science and Technology. “It matters 
because of climate change, fisheries as vital food sources, 
political strategies, security issues—the list goes on.” 

Scheiber is proud of the emphasis Berkeley Law places on 
the subject, and of the institute’s strong international reputa-
tion. “This is the perfect place to address the varied topics 
ocean law presents,” he says. “It’s an interdisciplinary univer-
sity community that values collaboration, and we’re fortunate 
in our relationships with colleagues in environmental studies, 
international relations, and the sciences.” —Ben Peterson
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