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EBCLC Builds 
Greenhouse for Green 

Entrepreneurs

 L eading forecasters and politicos say 
green jobs are essential to a cleaner, 
healthier economy. Yet the majority of 
jobs created by these environmental 

initiatives may just mean a paycheck, rather than 
a real sense of ownership for workers.  

Sushil Jacob ’11, working closely with the East 
Bay  Community Law Center (EBCLC), is deter-
mined to unlock the potential of environmental 
job opportunities in disenfranchised communi-

move the event to Zellerbach Hall, Frampton 
and Piper remained poised throughout the 
judges’ pointed, challenging questions. 

Frampton prevailed by a “thin, thin slice,” 
according to Sotomayor, who said moot court is 
“nerve-wracking and scary, and preparation is 
what helps you get through it.”

Before the final verdict, Boalt Director of 
Professional Skills David Oppenheimer an-
nounced the new Crowell & Moring Best Brief 
Award. Presented annually to two students who 

ties. Rewarded with a Skadden Fellowship for his 
efforts, Jacob will launch the Green Collar 
Communities Clinic (GC3) project this fall.

“It’s exciting to see how low-income earners or 
unemployed workers can benefit from coopera-
tive ownership models,” says EBCLC Executive 
Director Tirien Steinbach ’99. “This project 
involves cutting-edge financing and encourages 
workers to truly be invested in their own 
communities.”

author the McBaine Competition’s top briefs, it 
was created by a $125,000 endowment built on 
donations from Boalt alumni at the firm.

Crowell & Moring partner Gregory Call ’85 
presented this year’s award to Micah Sucherman 
’11 and Colin Hector ’11. “Boalt is home to some 
of the brightest law students in the country,” Call 
said. “This competition gives students an incred-
ible learning opportunity as they prepare to serve 
our community and lead the profession.”
— Andrew Cohen
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GROWING GREEN: Sushil 
Jacob ’11 and EBCLC plan 
to offer low-income entre-

preneurs help with starting 
green-collar ventures.  

GC3 at  
a Glance
GC3 will support  
ventures involved in:
n	Rooftop solar-panel 

installation
n	Home weatherization
n	Sustainable, organic 

landscaping
n	Non-toxic cleaning 

services

Potential GC3  
services:
n	Choosing a new busi-

ness entity 
n	Drafting articles of 

incorporation and 
business plans

n	Securing financing 
n	Industry-specific 

green-technology 
consulting

n	Monthly green-collar 
business training and 
workshops

Transcript.Spring11.InBrief.3-10.V16.indd   2 5/23/11   7:51 AM



S P R I N G  2 0 1 1  |  T r a n s c ri  p t  |  5

Jacob first approached EBCLC after finding 
inspiration in a class on community develop-
ment. After he and classmate Jalle Dafa met 
with experts connected to 
UC Berkeley’s Haas School 
of Business, local sustain-
ability leaders, investors, 
and people closely tied to 
the growth of cooperatives, 
the students had enough 
information to put together 
the GC3 proposal.

“We met with a wide range 
of stakeholders,” Jacob says. 
“Their input helped us determine how to move 
forward and make the most of multiple levels of 
services. We developed this idea from an academic 
exercise into a clear vision with actionable steps.”

GC3 gathers UC Berkeley faculty and gradu-
ate students from law, business, and other disci-
plines to offer the free legal and business consult-

ing services that low-income 
entrepreneurs need to get 
started with green-collar 
ventures. Home weatheriza-
tion, solar panel installation, 
and sustainable landscaping 
are just a few examples of  
the work GC3 expects to 
support.

“This is an ambitious 
plan,” Steinbach says. “Sushil 

is the reason I have so much confidence in it. 
He’s an extremely hard-working, visionary law-
yer who believes in this project.” 
—Ben Peterson
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RAISING THE BAR: Boalt 
alums Louise Ing ’78, Bill 
Hebert ’89, and Paul Chan 
’84 are presidents of the 
state bar associations in 
Hawaii, California, and 
Colorado, respectively.

 Boalt graduates are not taking over the 
legal world one state at a time—but it 
could seem that way now that Bill 
Hebert ’89, Paul Chan ’84, and Louise 

Ing ’78 have been elected presidents of their 
respective state bar associations in California, 
Colorado, and Hawaii. 

Hebert, a partner at Calvo Fisher & Jacob 
LLP’s San Francisco office, is the third Boalt 
graduate in four years to lead the California Bar. 
He follows Buchalter Nemer partner Holly Fujie 
’78 (2008–09) and U.S. Ambassador to Australia 
Jeff Bleich ’89 (2007–08). A business litigator, 
Hebert is also a U.S. District Court panel media-
tor and was a contributing author to the 2010 
treatise California Antitrust and Unfair Compe-
tition Law.

Chan, general counsel for the University of 
Denver, is the Colorado Bar Association’s first 
Asian Pacific American leader in its 113 years. 
Before joining the University of Denver in 1997, 
he worked at the Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office. Chan is also a past president of the 
Denver Bar Association, National Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association, and Colorado Asian 

Pacific American Bar Association.
Ing, a director at Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing, 

helps businesses, nonprofits, and individuals 
resolve disputes and prevent future conflicts. Her 
practice covers contracts, commercial transac-
tions, leases, employment, real estate, creditors’ 
rights, and bankruptcy law. A past and present 
board member of several Hawaii nonprofits and 
companies, she has appeared in Best Lawyers in 
America in its Commercial and Bet-the-
Company Litigation sections.

“State bar associations enhance public protec-
tion by setting the rules governing attorney con-
duct and educating the public about what we  
do,” Hebert says. “They also promote pro bono, 
push for access to justice, and raise and distribute 
funds to support legal services to the poor.”
—Andrew Cohen

Alumni 
State Their 
Positions

The clinic offers free 
services to help low-
income entrepreneurs 
get started with  
green-collar ventures.
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