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Daily Mall, Wednesday, October 13, 2010

After 68 days half a mile below

ground, trapped miners are

poised for remarkable rescue

THE first of the 33 Chilean miners
trapped half a mile underground
was expected to taste freedom
early today.

After 68 days of drama that has held
the world in suspense, the complex
and dangerous rescue operation was
due to get underway late last night.

Paramedics were set to travel the 2,040t
down the rescue shaft at San Jose mine, in
the moon-like surroundings of the Atacama
desert, at 10pm - 6pm local time

It was hoped the specially designed escape

would bring the first miner to the sur-
ace two hours later at just past midnight.

A provisional list of the order in which
the miners would be brought up had been
made, but authorities said this could
change, with the team of mining experts
and medics sent underground making the
final decisions

It was widely expected that 31-year-old
Florencio Avalos would be the first to

From Matheus Sanchez
at the San Jose mine, Chile
emerge from the rescue borehole and step
out of the already iconic Phoenix capsule,
which has been painted in the red, blue
and white of the Chilean flag.

Although there are miners whose health
is of more concern, rescuers wanted to
fine-tune the journey to the surface as
much as possible before their turn.

The decision means five men who are
technically experienced and in good phys-
ical shape are first in the queue, to deal
with what will probably be the slower and
more uncertain trips and to pravide the
rescuers with detailed feedback.

Father-of-two Mr Avalos, who is so shy
he took on the role of cameraman under-
ground so as not to appear in the videos
sent to the surface, could now find himself
thrust into the international limelight.

Among the first group is also expected
to be Mario Sepulveda, the charismatic
presenter of the videos
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The second group, and the
one which causes the most con
cern for rescuers, will consist of
11 men in a more delicate phys-
ical or emotional state.

The final group of 17 will be
those who are strong enough
to weather the physical tired-
ness and anxiety of the round-
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Lifeline: The Phoenix rescue pod and relatives of Florencio Avalos, who could be the first freed

the-clock operation, which the journey up set to take 15 Accidents could happen, we will be greeted by a family mem-
could take up to 48 hours, mmjules uyt up speed of just could have mistakes,' said berbefore being to atriage
l l r It is believed 54-year-old shift  under one-metre per second. mining minister Laurence area and on

foreman Luiz Urzua will be the But in the case of medical Golborne. Last night, however,

last to leave. emergencies, rescuers say the But Chilean president Sebas- sent up a message 4
The rescue capsule is just 21in  capsule could travel at treble tian Pinera was more positive. none would leave the mine's

wide. Metal casing has been this speed “This started like a tragedy and  edge before all were freed.

W used to reinforce the top of the Despite the expectation I hope it ends like a blessing,* The men have been mggd

shaft, to prevent crumbling above ground, there were he said. ‘My wife says the moun- since August 5, e

rocks from breaking away. reminders that the operation tain is going to give birth to 33  daysinarefuge 7ft beneath
Each return trip is expected still contains many dangers. new men and she is right.” the surface before moving up

to take around one-hour, with ‘Every process has its risks. Once at the surface the miners  to 2,040t for the rescue.
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BODY: shortly after the miners were found
to be alive and well, the Chilean authori
ties contacted scientists from Nasa to
advise on thelr physical and psychological
wellbeing

Li} wts, the miners have been
stuck in a confined, dark environment in
which normal exercise is difficult and in
which the rhythms of day and night
cease Lo exist
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have dug latrines, with natural springs
washing uwxg the waste ;

Three hundred metres along & m
another natural spring in which y are

showering daily.

To prevent motion sickness d
ascent, the miners have been
mixture of aspirin and a hig
drink to settle their stomach
Physically, after returnin

Theyre a tough breed, but th
mental scars will run deep

Of course, these are not random mem. fﬂ(f(’.gge{lgh?md recover q
bers ol the public. Though aged from 19  may be out of shape and &
to their 60s, they are all tough, hardy and, Blel‘cma sunlight of the
for the most part, extremely fit (one, Edi- ut even after two mon
son Pena, Is reported to be running six  their eyes should
miles a day through pitch-dark tunnels)

The health of two of the men - Jose Ojeda,
who has diabetes. and Jorge Galleguillos.

= Call 0800 1 388 399 Quote 04DMA
= Visit warnerleisurehotels.co.uk
= See your travel agent

7

minute or so, say ophths

otels



Daity Mail, Wednesday, September 1, 2010

Trapped
Chile miners
to get first
hot meal

From Matheus Sanchez

In Santiago

DRILLING has begun in the
operation to rescue 33 miners
trapped for more than three

weeks half a mile undergro

und.

The equipment has taken a
number of days to assemble, but
the giant drill finally broke ground
at 10pm on Monday as work
started on the narrow pilot hole.

The men, who became trapped
when an access tunnel to the San
Jose copper and gold mine col-
lapsed, were today set to get their
first hot meal since their ordeal
began on August 5.

The

machine will advance

drilling
at a rate of only 15 or 20 yards per
day to allow the controllers to
to different rock types to
it on a straight line.

Once it breaks through to the
miners’ shelter area the hole will
be widened to 28in in diameter,
through which the men will be
slowly brought up one by one in a

cage.

However, the miners will need to
work around the clock to move
tons of rock that will fall into their
mine shaft area and that could
otherwise plug the hole.

It is feared the rescue operation
could take up to four months, but
a secondary hole will be simulta-

Rice, chopped beef
and yoghurt

neously drilled in another part of
the mine and could poten
reach the men much sooner.
was due to start there tomorrow.
So far three 8in boreholes have
been used to send food and medi-
cation down to the men.
However, efforts to lower tem-
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A RESCUE borehole
expected to reach the 33 mm-
ers trapped half a mile under-
ground in Chile today, two
months after they were
entombed by a roof collapse.

The men are said to be in good
spirits as three separate drills
race to meet them.

Rescuers sald the leading bore-
hole, known as ‘Plan B’, could
reach the group in the earllf/
hours of today (UK time) if drill-
ing went without a hitch.

If all goes to plan, it means the
complex final stage - with the
men being winched up more than
600 yards through a 26-inch
diameter hole - could begin as
early as Monday night.

In preparation, the miners have
been going through an exercise
regime to keep themselves fit,

Rescue shaft to reach
trapped miners today

From Matheus Sanchez
in Coplapo, Chile

with one rcponedl{ running six
miles every day through the
mine’s tunnels.

The men’'s families, many of
whom have been living near
the mine in Camp Hope since the
accident, were holding a vigil
for the second night in a row in
anticipation of the good news.

Chilean mining minister Lau-
rence Golborne raised the fami-
lies’ expectations with a Twitter
message, which said ‘today could
be a great day’. Last night Plan B
was reportedly only around 40
yards away from reaching the
contact point underground.

However, the families may still
have to wait as long as ten more
days to see their loved ones, as

experts must decide whether
the shaft needs lining to protect
rescue capsules from the rock.

If they decide conditions are
stable and smooth enough on
their own, the rescue could
potentially begin straight away,
although it is expected at least
a portion of the hole will be cov-
ered with the metal casing.

Despite their anxiety, the
families have asked government
officials to go through the full
casing process to make sure the
rescue is as safe as possible.

Norma Lagues, mother of 19-
year-old trapped miner Jimmy
Sanchez, said: ‘We are very
excited about seeing them but
having waited two months, we
can wait a few more days. We
need to make sure everything
goes well.’
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Mutiny Of th miners

Gang of five

‘planned their

own escape’

From Matheus Sanchez

at the San Jose mine, northern Chile

A MUTINY broke out among the
33 men trapped for two months in
a Chilean mine as a group decided
to find their own way out, it was

claimed last night.

With the miners potentially hours
from rescue, revelations of an ongoing

rift have raised questions
over the reported unity in
their refuge nearly half a
mile underground.

A ‘pact of silence’ is said to
have been agreed among the
men to keep the uglier side of
their story out of the public
eye amid rumours of heated

ents over their plight.

The 33 have been trapped
2,073 feet down since August 5
after a collapse at the San Jose
gold and copper mine in north-
ern Chile’s Atacama desert.

But as thousands descend on
the site ahead of their rescue -
set for Wednesday, but which
could come as early as tomor-
row — attention has turned to
talk of rifts amongthe men.

There had been reports of

fist fights, weeping and
extreme depression caused by
their bleak situation, particu-
larly in the gruelling 17 days
before they were found alive.

It is understood that five
men, who had been subcon-
tracted to work at the mine
and do not have close relations
with the others, had ‘broken
away’ from the main group.

According to Chile’s El1 Mer-
curio newspaper, they chose
to live in a separate part of
the mine even after the work-
ers had made contact with
the surface, refusing to follow
the chain of command.

It is claimed that they also
refused to appear in the dra-
matic first video footage of
the men. The mutiny is

-..-.'o-o-o-o-oan-nuo-o-.--.--on.no.-u'-.'-'ncnou

believed to have occurred as
recently as a few weeks ago at
a time when the miners were
being praised for their unity.
According to El Pais newspa-
per, as the men awaited deci-
sions from the surface over res-
cue plans, the group of five
decided to defy chosen leader
Luiz Urzua, 54, and somehow
make their own way out .
After frantic intervention
from government officials, the
men’s contracts were trans-
ferred to the company in
charge of the rescue and they
were ordered to fall in line.
The rescue team’s chief psy-
chologist, Alberto Iturra, said
that solved the problem,
although rescue sources told
local press the situation has
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not been ‘completely sorted’.
Health minister Jaime Manal-
ich said: “The miners are in high
spirits, there is solidarity and
camaraderie. They will tell us
when they come out that they
have faced difficulties but it's
been impressive how they have
managed to get around them
and keep this enviable spirit.’

On Saturday, there were
emotional scenes by the
mine’s edge when one of three
tunnels being drilled by rescue
teams finally broke through to
the men’s location.

Part of the bore hole needs to
be lined with steel to protect the
transport capsule from rock falls
before the men are taken to the
surface in a process expected to
take up to 48 hours.
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UK SC|ent|sts Iandmark discovery is cheap,

accurate — and offers hope to thousands

TEST THAI

PREDICTS

PROSTALE

CANCER

I'HE first reliable test

of whether men are at

a high risk of prostate

cancer has been devel-

yped by British
sclentists.

reakthrough raises the

I of millions being

ned for the disease in the

1y as women are for
cancer. An aceurate test

By Flona MacRae
Science Reporter

rom)rostate cancer is the ‘holy
' of research into the disease
- but has eluded scientists.

The test has so far proven to be
twice as precise as the current
let:hgfl gd l’ocu:m); “’,1;“ rather
than blood, me: Ci
and also has the advantage otn&:-r
pensing with needles.

The £5.50 kit could be in wide-

spread use in GPs' surgeries in as

u tle as four years,
Prostate lu the most common
cancer in British men, affecting
35 000 %ear and killing more

Proreasor David Neal, a prostate
cancer speclalist ea.tl'the Cam-
brldge Research Institute, said:
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Miracle of the miners

Matheus Sanchez
at the San Jose mine

PROBABLY the bravest of all the 33
trapped was the one'who asked
for both his wife and his mistress to
ﬁ'eet him on reaching the surface.
‘initially became known as

'ledxe gllned Irum lookin: e(f

'i-m:on zhekuﬁhoeto dugnose and
the men trapped with him.

But soon the 50-year-old miner became
even bet known for something rather less
noble. !{h wife and another woman were both
for him in Camp Hope,

whom he married 28 years
ago, reponcdly almost came to blows with

Husband emerges to face warring

women who had to be pulled apart

Susana Valenzuela, 50, when they faced off in
the mine's dining area. The pair had to be pulled
apart

According to Miss Salinas, Barrios had been
dividing his time between the two women for
the last couple of years. And It was Miss Valen-
zuela who broke the news to her that there had
been an accident at the mine.

As his wife began to get involved in his affairs
on Camp Hope, he instructed teams on the sur-
face to deal with his lover instead

And as the day of the rescue finally approached,

he asked for both of them to wait for him as he
eme! from the borehole.

‘He is either very cheeky or very idiotic,’ said a
source within the rescue team. ‘He didn't seem
worried at all.*

In the end he was greeted by-his mistress, his
wife choosing to stay away. He emerged.at
8:32pm UK time to be met by tearful Miss
Valenzuela

He looked calm as he gingerly walked towards
his mistress, who gave him a longhug, cryingon
his shoulder and occasionally pulling back to

y. Offer enas 24
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look at him as il to make sure the
reunion was really happening

After he emerged, his wife, who has
three sons from an earlier relation
ship, said she is over Barrios and did

not feel “anything in

She said: ‘T watc! it on television
I'm verf pleased Lhey are all comun
out wel

‘I'm glad I didn't go to the mine, it
was the correct ducision It would
have been wrong if the two of us were
there - T have children and grandchil-
dren Thal kind of situation wouldn't
have been good for my family, andmy:
sons come first

*He is crazy and cocky Lo think L
wrouldd do such a thing I have a sense
of

She she could tell Barrios was
‘holding back® in the reunion, as his
girlfriend held him tightly and cried”

‘I know she is impulsive, while he

‘I won’t even
watchon TV’

behaved properly. He knew 1 was
going to be watching

She said she would not be visiting
him at the hospital “If he wants to see
me or talk to me he can come find me
Otherwise we will talk through our
lawvers

I have his belongings and all these
gifts people have sent him - he is wel-
[ Lo have Lhem

She said she is not bitter but had a
parting shot for her husband and the
other miners

“This is historic but soon it will be
over to the next thing. People move
or ir everyone will have
forgotten about this

THE miners emerged wearing identl-
cal T-shirts with the Chilean flag on
the front and the message ‘Thank
you, Lord’ in English and Spanish.

The back featured words from
Psalm 95: “In his hand are the depths
of the Earth, and the mountaln peaks
belong to him. To Him the glory and
honour.’

The T-shirts were made by the
brother of trapped miner Jose Hen

Daily Mall, Thursday, October 14, 2010

Torn: Yonni
Barrios,
above, and
wife Marta,
left. On the
right,
mistress
Susana
Valenzuela
greets him
with a hug
as he
reaches
the surface

They think they \\\.
aires overnught t K¢ “l
Only the skilful ones will make som«
thing from this.’

Mr Barrios {s thought not to be
alone in his complex domestic

rrangements.

According to reports, another Bar-
rios - Carlos - who was rescued yes
terday has a five-year-old son with a
woman he has not divorced and his
girifriend of seven months is
pregnant

Another miner is said to have four
women claiming his affections and
perhaps soon-to-be-increased income
- a wife he has not divorced, his cur
rent live-in girlfriend, a third woman
who claims to have had his son and
another who says she is having an
affair with him

11l be miilion

riguez, an evangelist who has been
the group’s spiritual leader.

He has been leading the men in
daily prayers, with many of the min-
ers telling their families they had
found a new faith In God since the
accident

One of those Is Mario Gomez, the
eldest of the group, who went down
on his knees for a prayer seconds
after leaving the capsule.

Dally Mall, Thursday, October 14, 2010

A daughter’s tears: Roxana Gomez awaits the rescue of her father Mario, 59 Jubilation: Miner No 17, Omar Reygardas, 56

THE unsung hero of the operation to save the
miners Is rescue expert Manuel Gonzalez - the
man sent to get them out. He volunteered to
risk his own life and travel down the 2,040t
shaft to co-ordinate the procedure from
underground

With a hug from the president of Chile, he Is
pictured clambering into the capsule yester-
day en route to becoming the first person the
miners would see from the surface since their
ordeal began. ‘Bring us back the miners,’ Pres-
ident Sebastian Pinera told him.

Gonzalez, a former professional footballer in
his 30s, Is a mine safety expert from Codelco,
Chile's state copper glant.

On his arrival inside the mine, a camera
showed him shaking hands and hugging some
of the miners before standing In the middie of
them to explain the plan of action. Gonzalez
was expected to be the last person to be
pulled out of the mine, having ensured the
33rd miner has gone before him.

ALTHOUGH most of the miners are keen to
abandon their career, they will have no prob-
lems making up for their annual wages of
about £12,000.

All 33 have been offered stable new jobs by
various businessmen and organisations, with
Bolivian president Evo Morales even saying he
would guarantee a good living for his country-
man Carios Mamani.

And television stations jostling for the exclu-
sive first interview are said to be offering up to
£250,000 for stories, while most of the miners
are expected to be involved In movie and book
deals.

Weeks before the drama concluded, a Chil-
ean film company claimed to be already pro-
ducing a feature based on ‘Los 33'. Now Holly-
wood filmmakers are sald to be working
furiously to put together a blockbuster
Inspired by their story.

The miners are also looking for a book deal
based on their gruelling experience.
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| wet k as s« Irs Wait a

¢ he sald, Lurustiug a
l the president's hand
| The moustached Sepulveda, aged
40, then nuwd eyebrowb IJ/ makmu a
ULty joke *h
' sionate marilal reunion Whl n hl‘
home. Then, turning to the min g
minister, Laure: Golborne, who is
of English deseent, he sald cheeklly
*Hey Big Chiel hat's up”'
Finally, he u.?r-u ¢r o the cheering
crowd and them in o 80« style
chant of Vlv,v Chile' before being
suaded Lo lie on a stretcher and be
examined by a triage medical Lteam
the protocol for all the miners. After
basic tests, they were each flown by
helicopter Lo the nearest hospital in the

Ly of Copiapo, 35 minules away, where
hey have agreed Lo stay for at least two
re of their conditior
Beftore ng the ambulance
however verted Sepulveda
found time 1u|,'1w the first interview
wlowing us a glimpse behind hi
ocular exterior, he spoke movingly of
Lhe personal demons he faced whil

he was trapped
I was u.m God and I was with t}
Dol b said, harely an hour afte
2lng sa ul They fought for me but

God*won. He took me by my best
hand - the hand of God - and 1 held
on Lo him, I never thought for one
minute that God wouldn't get me out
of there

Sepulveda also implored the wateh
ing world not to treat the 33 like
celebrities - but his plea will inevita
hly fall on deaf ears. Even before the
winch's wheel stops turning, H
wood studios are sald Lo be Nghting
over flm rights to the miner

and Oscar-nominated Spanish
actor Javier Bardem is said to have
been lined up to play S8epulveda
The men's families have also been
bombarded with offers to appear on
chat shows and write books
They are said to have pledged Lo

nicate with the others. There is even
talk of fist-fights. But yesterday was
all about the rescue, and no one
who has been watching it unfold
can doubt that it has been a bril-
liantly conceived and executed
operation from start to finish

glimpsed the Phoenix peeping
through the bottom of the rescue
shaft, then, seconds later, a grainy
figure came into view.

This was the unsung hero of the
plece, Manuel Gonzalez, a rescue
specialist with Chile’s state copper

pool the proceeds of these various After a two-hour delay whilst the mining company who first wheels designed to smooth the cap-
ventures; but whether this agree- Phoenix underwent final checks, it descended a mine with his father at sule’s path inside its shaft, he was
ment holds in the coming weeks began at 1.34am, London time, e six years old, and has promised not = gone. Up, up ... into the unfathom
remains to be seen terday, when the 21.5-inch widc return to the surface until every gpje d;ukx'n-.\s

In any case, this hardly squares capsule was lowered Lo a depth of man has been saved To avoid the risk of blood clots he
with a strong rumour doing the 65t Lo ensure it would run smoothly If any among 33 still refused t had been dosed with aspirin and
rounds in the days before the res on its reinforced wire pulley believe that help wot come, L V:U,‘. knee {--rwlh compression
cue began - that as the tension and As with every twist of the act rrival of Mr G alez ended all J " -

fear of their predicament was ratch
eted up, a bitter rift developed in
the group

Whilst officials have been at pains
to depict the miners as a model of
camaraderie and almost military
discipline, unified under the com
mand of their shift leader, Luls
Urzua, It is sald that five of the men
broke away and refused to commu

this brought cheers from the many doubts. Bare-chested and sweat

hundreds watching the action on a ing each man embraced him - then
glant screen in Camp Hope a few moments later Florencio

It would be a further two hours Avalos was on his way

before the big breakthrough came, The TV cameras panned to his
however. And it was so heart-stop- mother, Maria Silva, who pro

pingly exciting that, for a few sec nounced herself happy - but ‘anx-
onds, even the most effusive Chil ious’. She needn't have worried, for
ean observers fell silent. Gazing up her son seemed to have been made
at the screen at 3.55pm, they first for this extraordinary moment

caution
Yet it was only when

We did not see his final minutes in
the hellish hole, but we can pre
sume he shook his comrades’ hands
and told them without fuss that
he'd see them all in a few hours

Then, with a groan from the taut
ened rope and a grinding of the

socks. Nothing had been left to
chance and every imaging
had been taken

the battered
and scratched capsule nosed above
the earth, 15 minutes later, and a

BEL MOONEY: PAGE 14

shyly smiling young man stepped
out - his breath forming clouds in
the frosty night air - that the reality
of it all dawned

A group of men could be trapped
for 60 days beneath almost half a
mile of solid rock - but still they could
be saved. Just like the first moon-
landing, it seemed to prove that no
task, no matter how hopeless it
appears, is beyond humankind

And as usual, the Chilean presi-
dent - or rather his Pirst Lady -
found exactly the right words to sum
up the miracle. ‘My wile says the
mountain is going to give birth to 33
new men,’ he said. ‘She is right.’

Additional reporting:
MATHEUS SANCHEZ in Chi
Comment - Page 14
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Did you remember to

turn the lights out?

What the last rescuer out of Chilean mine was asked

Freedom: The miners, wearing sunglasses to protect their eyes from the light, at hospital with President Pinera. Right: Luis Urzua was the last miner t be rescued

IT was a light-hearted
moment to round off a
deadly serious operation.
As rescuer Manuel Gonzalez
emergéd from the capsule, with
all 33 miners safely above ground,
joking colleagues asked if he had
turned off thelight - he hadn’t.
But it was the only thing over-
looked in the perfectly.executed
rescue mission that was completed
at almost 2am yesterday, sparking
horie scenes across Chile
d as the rest of the country cel-
e brated their survival, the men
themselves seemed in remarkable

From Matheus Sanchez
In Copiapo, Chile

shape as they appeared together in
public for the first time, along with
President Sebastian Pinera.

As they lined up for a photo at the
Copiapo hospital with Mr Pinera,
he challenged them to a football
match against a government team
~ joking t the losers will be sent
back to the mine.

Last night officials said the health

oi the men was so good they could

begin returning home.
Doctors admitted they were
stunned by the men’s conditions

and were mostly dealing with den-
tal problems and minor psychologi-
cal issues. The only exceptions
were a case of acute pneumonia, an
eye injury, and one severe case of
dental problems.

The men were still wearing sun-
glasses as they get used to the light
after 70 days underground

The photograph was taken hours
after group leader Luis Urzua
became the last miner to be res-
cued. As people across Chile cele-
brated, he led the reseue team in

 singing the national anthem before

Mr Pinera announced operation
San Lorenzo a success. The proc-

ess had begun in the early hours of
Wednesday, with Florencio Avalos
the first up in the Phoenix
capsule.

Former footballer Franklin Lobos
raised a smile as he showed off some
skills with a signed football handed
to him seconds after leaving the
capsule at 11.30pm UK time.

Soon after, the rescue team’s chief
Andre Sougarret broke down in
tedrs as Richard Vullia)rrc&tél. 2.33 hﬁgt

ut 0 pmie an Be
R The 30th miner out, Raul Bustos,
}:pen completed his second miracu-
ous escape in months, having sur-
vived the earthquake and tsunami

that struck southern Chile earlier
this year. Mr Pinera covered the res-
cue hole for good at 4.30am - half
past midnight in Chile - yesterday.
THE BBC will be forced to reduce
coverage of major events including
the G20 summit and the Oscars
because it has spent so much on its
coverage of the Chilean rescue.
World news editor Jon Wlluams
sent a memo to executives sa
will have spent more ths

sent 26 peo l'e ; .
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