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Isle of Man 5-day Coach
Holiday £309
Now you can have a wonderful 5-day coach holiday to
the Isle of Man in late summer for a great-value £309 
4 nights at the first-rate Rutland Hotel in Douglas with
lovely days out included - all for an amazing £309
But, you must be quick to book, this is a late-availability
offer - hence the low price...here’s the full details...
Day 1: Coach to Heysham, afternoon Ferry to Douglas then 5 minute
transfer to our hotel on Douglas Promenade
Day 2: Steam railway - Douglas to Port Erin plus steam Museum and
free time
Day 3: Ramsey and Peel plus cream tea at renowned ‘Greens’
Day 4:  Free day to enjoy the attractions of Douglas.
Day 5: A last hearty ‘Warners’ breakfast before we travel home.
Departs: Tuesday 1st October Price includes: 4 nights D/B/B. Single room supplement £30.
Coach departs: Macclesfield - Poynton - Hazel Grove - Stockport - Manchester - Salford - then to Heysham.

CALL TO BOOK OR BOOK ONLINE  GB.TOURS  0151 652 2222   www.gbtours.com

Rutland Hotel ★★★★★★★★★★★★

On Douglas Promenade. Fine
standard, good food, regular
evening entertainment.
Comfortable, stylish guest
rooms with full amenities

Call us today on 01706 558147 | Email: info@pureblindsuk.co.uk

Offers now 
on for 2019 

call us today to book in for 
Free no Obligation measure 

and Quote.

• Vertical Blinds from £20

• Roller Blinds from £30

• Wood Venetians from £40

• Faux Woods from £30

• Vision Blinds from £45

• Black Out range from £40

• Massive 50% off Romans

• Massive 50% off Perfect Fit’s

•  Massive 50% off Motorised 
Vision and Rollers

•  Shutter blinds now available 
with 30% off

• Free survey and fitting

Unit 10b, Harp Business Centre, 
Queensway, Castlton, OL11 2QQ www.pureblindsuk.co.uk

PURE BLINDS UK
Manufacture & Retailer of Quality Blinds

News

 A postmAn who stole parcels to fund 
his cocaine and gambling debts has 
walked free after claiming stealing was 
‘commonplace’ in the Royal mail. 

Lee Flanagan, 34, took up to eight 
packages containing clothing and per-
fume after running up debts of £7,000. 
He was caught after a concerned mem-
ber of the public filmed him opening 
one of the parcels and handed the 
footage to Royal mail chiefs. 

police recovered an Apple ipod 

nano from the home Flanagan shares 
with his parents in Gorton, but he 
admitted selling the other items worth 
£518 for £400 on the black market. It 
emerged he had previous convictions 
for stealing from his employers. 

At manchester magistrates’ Court 
Flanagan, who has since lost his job, 
admitted theft and opening parcels but 
claimed postal thefts were so regular, 
discussions were held how to do it dur-
ing training for the job. 

He now works as a delivery driver for 
parcel delivery firm DpD. 

the court heard the thefts occurred 
over a four-week period in January 

when Flanagan was working at the 
manchester south East delivery office 
in Ardwick. 

prosecutor Hayley Bennett said: 
“Five tracked delivery assignments 
between January 2 and 23 were con-
firmed as having been received but, 
when checked, the Gps of where they 
were delivered didn’t match the Gps of 
where they were supposed to be. 

“the person responsible for the 
delivery of these parcels was the 
defendant. the second incident came 
on January 17, 2019, when the defend-
ant returned a parcel to the depot 
which was ripped open. He said it had 
been damaged in transit. 

“However, a member of the public 
then came forward with footage of the 
defendant opening the parcel and then 
closing it up when he realised he was 
being filmed.

“on January 30 a parcel of an ipod 
nano failed to deliver. Upon a search of 
the defendant’s house the purple ipod 
nano was found in a bedside cabinet. 
In interview the defendant then admit-
ted more thefts than he was caught for. 
He said he sold the other items for 
around £400. 

“the defendant told police he had 
problems with drugs and gambling 
debts . . . in the region of £7,000. 

“the amount stolen comes to just 
under £500. Royal mail have so far paid 
out £115 in refunds. It’s going to cost 
the Royal mail over £7,000 in legal 
costs.’’ 

In mitigation, defence lawyer Chris 
mcGrath said: “He is under no illusion 
as to how serious this offence is and is 
well aware Royal mail employees hold 
a huge amount of trust from the public.

“the catalyst for this was £7,000 
pounds worth of gambling and drug 
debts. 

“He accepts this is an extremely seri-
ous offence. He has shown a substan-
tial amount of remorse.” 

A probation officer told the court: 
“mr Flanagan says stealing is almost 
commonplace in the Royal mail and it 
is something which is even discussed 
in training – but he understands the 
seriousness of it now.” 

Flanagan was sentenced to nine 
months in jail, suspended for 18 
months and was ordered to complete 
180 hours unpaid work. He will also 
pay £1,295 in costs and surcharges. 

Postie stole parcels 
to pay £7,000 drug 
and gambling debts
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By CaMEroN SiNClair
newsdesk@men-news.co.uk
@MENnewsdesk

CorreCtions and Complaints

If we have published anything that is factually 
inaccurate, please contact the editor on 0161 211 
2920 at newsdesk@men-news.co.uk or at 
Mitchell Henry House, Hollinwood Avenue, 
Oldham OL9 8EF and, once verified, we will 

correct it as 
soon as 
possible.
The 
Manchester 

Evening News is published by MEN Media, a 
subsidiary company of Reach PLC, which is a 
member of IPSO, the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation.  We adhere to the 
Editors’ Code Of Practice as enforced by IPSO, 
which is contactable for advice at IPSO, Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG. 
Website: http://www.ipso.co.uk/ Telephone: 
0300 123 2220 Email: advice@ipso.co.uk

If you have a complaint concerning a potential 
breach of the Code of Practice, we will deal with 
your complaint directly, or IPSO can refer your 
complaint to us. 

Please go to: https://www.reachplc.com/

how-to-complain  where you can view our 
Complaints Policy and Procedure. 

A “How To Complain” pack is also available by 
writing to the Legal and Compliance 
Department, Reach PLC, One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5AP.

DARREN THWAITES
Editor-in-chief, M.E.N Media: 0161 832 7200

if it’s made from paper or card, recycle it.  
The recycled paper content of UK newspapers 
in 2016 was 62.8%

advertising enquiries
Tel 0161 829 3300 Fax 0161 829 3310 email:  
ads@menmediasales.co.uk
Recruitment Advertising
Tel: 0161 829 3322
recruitmentnorthwest@reachplc.com

Home delivery
M.E.N. Media offers a home delivery  
service. Why not  give us a call on 0333 202 
8000 and see if we can deliver straight to your 
door?  
(This service is subject to availability).

Lee Flanagan 
stole parcels 
while working 
as a postman


