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A  R E L I G I O U S  E X P E R I E N C E

Aafter my boyfriend pulled a diamond ring out of his 
pocket a few months ago, we gave ourselves some time before we 
jumped into the planning. There was the where, the when, the 
who, and the how—a decision-making bonanza that would con-
sume us, in a good way, for months. We happily indulged in the 
frivolity of cake browsing and gown shopping…and then a friend 
asked if we were going to get married in a church.

It was a profound question that punctuated all the fun. The 
thought had never crossed my mind. We had visions of an out-
door ceremony with the Rocky Mountains 
as the backdrop—no chapel necessary.

The truth is, I don’t even remember the 
last time I set foot in a church other than to 
attend someone else’s wedding. My parents 
would tell you we’re “nondenominational” 
Christians, but religion—Sunday services, 
saying grace before dinner—wasn’t part of 
my upbringing, and it wasn’t a big part of 
my fi ancé’s either. It’s never been a factor in 
my decision-making process, so naturally, it 
hadn’t infl uenced my thinking on marriage. 

But as I was about to reply to my friend 
with something to the e� ect of “Uh, have we met?” it dawned on 
me that it would never occur to a lot of people to not get married 
in a church. Traditionally, wedding ceremonies are structured 
around religion. In fact, upward of 80 percent of Americans tie 
the knot in a place of worship. Really, her question wasn’t that 
preposterous. And in that moment I started to wonder who would 

execute the ceremony if not someone from the clergy.
So as my fi ancé and I tossed out ideas for an o�  ciant, I 

couldn’t help but consider the implications of having someone 
other than a pastor marry us. For many, getting married is not 
only a milestone that needs the church’s stamp of approval, but 
it’s also a union sanctifi ed by God. In our case, the only approval 
we’d been concerned with was that of our family, our friends, and 
our own. But without the authority and reverence that underlies 
religious ceremonies, would ours lack a certain sacredness—that 

special, o�  cial feeling of being ordained by 
some greater power?

It’s not that I don’t believe in a higher power 
or that I don’t understand how faith can be the 
glue of a marriage. It’s just that these things 
haven’t been meaningful to our relationship. 
When I think of what we’re about to begin, I 
don’t see us seeking guidance from a church or 
a god; I see us fi nding those things in each other. 

My friend’s question made us refl ect on a 
decision about which others don’t even have 
to think. In the end, though, it helped us ap-
preciate our situation all the more. After all, 

in Colorado we can marry ourselves if we want to—meaning we 
have the choice to create a ceremony that’s as short on religion 
as we’re comfortable with. So we’ll fi nd our mountaintop and get 
married—not under the auspices of any Bible verse, but under a 
wide-open sky in front of the people who’ve made us who we are. 
And that’s all the blessing we need. —JULIE DUGDALE

The Vow Factor
BY THE POWER VESTED IN…OURSELVES.

Yes

_______

Christians Diversi�ed (pie chart?)
20 percent Catholic
6 percent Methodist
5 percent Lutheran
5 percent Baptist
3 percent Presbyterian
11 percent nondenominational
1 percent evangelical
Less than 1 percent Jehovah’s Witness
36 percent not Christian
13 percent Other   Apostolic, born again, Church of Christ, 
Episcopal, Quaker, Nazarene, Charismatic, Pentecostal, Orthodox, 
Seventh-day Adventist, Swedenborgian

60%

4%
2%

Each less 
than 1%

13%

12%

7%

THE BREAKDOWN

4%

13%
60%

13%

5%

5%

6%

1%

20%

3%
11%

THE BREAKDOWN

Less than 
1%

36%

13%

5%

5%

6%

20%

36%
3%

11%

2%

Each less 
than 1%

12%

7%

 Christian
 Jewish
 Buddhist
 agnostic
 atheist
 Mormon
 Muslim
 Hindu
 Other* 

60 percent Christian
4% Jewish
2 percent Buddhist
13 percent agnostic
7 percent atheist
Less than 1 percent Mormon
Less than 1 percent Muslim
Less than 1 percent Hindu
12 percent  Other  Taoism, Baha’i, 
Living Light, Metaphysical, Shinto, Unitarian, 
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Colorado’s Religious Iconography

How do you view Focus on the Family?
31 percent say favorably
35 percent say unfavorably
17 percent say they have mixed feelings
17 percent say they have no opinion
*40 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they view the organization favorably.
*66 percent of respondents who say they are agnostic or atheist say they view the organization 
unfavorably.

How do you view Tim Tebow?
41 percent say favorably
15 percent say unfavorably
20 percent say they have mixed feelings
24 percent say they have no opinion
*48 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they view Tim Tebow favorably. Side note: Tim 
Tebow appeared in a Focus on the Family commercial in 20XX.

How do you view Promise Keepers?
28 percent say favorably
23 percent say unfavorably
15 percent say they have mixed feelings
34 percent say they have no opinion
*Although the Promise Keepers were founded by former CU head football coach Bill McCartney, only 
14 percent of respondents living in Boulder view the organization favorably.

How do you view Shambhala Mountain Center?
16 percent say favorably
3 percent say unfavorably
9 percent say they have mixed feelings
72 percent say they have no opinion

How do you view Young Life?
20 percent say favorably
8 percent say unfavorably
12 percent say they have mixed feelings
60 percent say they have no opinion
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If you are involved with an 
organization, how often 
do you attend religious or 
spiritual services?

weekly/very regularly
somewhat regularly
occasionally
rarely
never
my chosen belief does not 
have regular services
other  (daily meditation, daily worship and prayer)

**69 percent of Christians surveyed say they 
attend services very regularly as opposed to 
non-Christians of which only 38 percent say 
they attend very regularly
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Does abortion directly con�ict 
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beliefs?
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35 percent say yes
7 percent say they’re not sure
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Christians Diversi�ed (pie chart?)
20 percent Catholic
6 percent Methodist
5 percent Lutheran
5 percent Baptist
3 percent Presbyterian
11 percent nondenominational
1 percent evangelical
Less than 1 percent Jehovah’s Witness
36 percent not Christian
13 percent Other   Apostolic, born again, Church of Christ, 
Episcopal, Quaker, Nazarene, Charismatic, Pentecostal, Orthodox, 
Seventh-day Adventist, Swedenborgian
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 Christian
 Jewish
 Buddhist
 agnostic
 atheist
 Mormon
 Muslim
 Hindu
 Other* 

60 percent Christian
4% Jewish
2 percent Buddhist
13 percent agnostic
7 percent atheist
Less than 1 percent Mormon
Less than 1 percent Muslim
Less than 1 percent Hindu
12 percent  Other  Taoism, Baha’i, 
Living Light, Metaphysical, Shinto, Unitarian, 
Native American/Earth religions, naturalist, 
Pagan, Religious Science, Scientology, 
Seventh-day Adventist, Shamanism, Wiccan, 

Colorado’s Religious Iconography

How do you view Focus on the Family?
31 percent say favorably
35 percent say unfavorably
17 percent say they have mixed feelings
17 percent say they have no opinion
*40 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they view the organization favorably.
*66 percent of respondents who say they are agnostic or atheist say they view the organization 
unfavorably.

How do you view Tim Tebow?
41 percent say favorably
15 percent say unfavorably
20 percent say they have mixed feelings
24 percent say they have no opinion
*48 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they view Tim Tebow favorably. Side note: Tim 
Tebow appeared in a Focus on the Family commercial in 20XX.

How do you view Promise Keepers?
28 percent say favorably
23 percent say unfavorably
15 percent say they have mixed feelings
34 percent say they have no opinion
*Although the Promise Keepers were founded by former CU head football coach Bill McCartney, only 
14 percent of respondents living in Boulder view the organization favorably.

How do you view Shambhala Mountain Center?
16 percent say favorably
3 percent say unfavorably
9 percent say they have mixed feelings
72 percent say they have no opinion

How do you view Young Life?
20 percent say favorably
8 percent say unfavorably
12 percent say they have mixed feelings
60 percent say they have no opinion
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If you are involved with an 
organization, how often 
do you attend religious or 
spiritual services?

weekly/very regularly
somewhat regularly
occasionally
rarely
never
my chosen belief does not 
have regular services
other  (daily meditation, daily worship and prayer)

**69 percent of Christians surveyed say they 
attend services very regularly as opposed to 
non-Christians of which only 38 percent say 
they attend very regularly

1% 1%0%

COLORADO’S RELIGIOUS 
ICONOGRAPHY

How do you view Focus on the Family?
 favorably
 unfavorably
 mixed feelings
 no opinion
*40 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they 
view the organization favorably.
*66 percent of respondents who say they are agnostic or 
atheist say they view the organization unfavorably.

COLORADO’S RELIGIOUS 
ICONOGRAPHY

How do you view Tim Tebow?
 favorably
 unfavorably
 mixed feelings
 no opinion
*48 percent of respondents from Colorado Springs say they 
view Tim Tebow favorably. Side note: Tim Tebow appeared in 
a Focus on the Family commercial in 20XX.

COLORADO’S RELIGIOUS 
ICONOGRAPHY

How do you view Promise Keepers?
 favorably
 unfavorably
 mixed feelings
 no opinion
*Although the Promise Keepers were founded by former CU 
head football coach Bill McCartney, only 14 percent of 
respondents living in Boulder view the organization favorably

COLORADO’S RELIGIOUS 
ICONOGRAPHY

How do you view Shambhala 
Mountain Center?
 favorably
 unfavorably
 mixed feelings
 no opinion

COLORADO’S RELIGIOUS 
ICONOGRAPHY

How do you view Young Life?
 favorably
 unfavorably
 mixed feelings
 no opinion

STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN?
63 percent of 
respondents believe 
in an afterlife.

Does evolution directly con�ict 
with your religious or spiritual 
beliefs?
65 percent say no
23 percent say yes
12 percent say they’re unsure
 
Does abortion directly con�ict 
with your religious or spiritual 
beliefs?
58 percent say no
35 percent say yes
7 percent say they’re not sure

Dearly Beloved
Would you (or have you) married 
someone who has a di�erent religion 
or spiritual philosophy?
49 percent say yes
30 percent say no
21 percent say maybe

65% No

No
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DENVER
65 percent say no
17 percent say somewhat
13 percent say yes
5 percent say it doesn’t matte

BOULDER
72 percent say no
10 percent say somewhat
8 percent say yes
10 percent say it doesn’t 
matter

COLORADO SPRINGS
43 percent say no
24 percent say somewhat
26 percent say yes
7 percent say it doesn’t matter
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MEMBERS ONLY
If you are involved 
with an organization, 
how often do you 
attend religious or 
spiritual services?

BOOK CLUB

Have you read your faith’s sacred texts?
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48%  say “Parts” • 34%  say “Yes, all of them” • 18%  say “No”
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