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‘Whenyouprep
forthat long, it is
just inyourbones
completely’
ChristianBale’snew
filmAmsterdam,
a 1930s-set drama
following three friends
whowitness amurder,
explores the treatment
ofwar veterans, racism
and the riseof fascism.
TheWelshactor talks
toRachaelDavis
about the role andfilm,
whichhasbeenyears
in theplanning

Twoof theseoutsidersareDrBurt
Berendsen,playedbyAcademy
Award-winnerChristianBale,and
attorneyHaroldWoodmanEsq,
playedbyBlacKkKlansmanand
Tenet’s JohnDavidWashington.
Bothmenbear thescarsofwar

bothphysicallyandmentally, andare
working tomakethecivilianworld
morebearable fordown-on-their-
luckNewYorkers.
“Burt isanabsolutelywonderful,

hopefullycharmingcharacter,
butareal scrapperaswell, and
defiantlyoptimistic, andrefuses
toresort tohatred inspiteof the
fact thatmostpeopleviewhimasa

completelybrokenman,”Balesays
ofhischaracter,whohecraftedwith
AmsterdamdirectorDavidORussell.
“I lovedhimtobits.Andit sounds

weird,but I reallymisshangingout
withhim.”
Theplot thickenswhen, in the

processofclearing theirnames
afterbeingaccusedofcommitting
ahigh-profilemurder theymerely
witnessed, theyendupuncoveringa
monumental ideologicalplot that, if
successful, couldhavechangedthe
courseofAmericanhistory forever.
In theearlierof thefilm’s two

timelines,BurtmeetsHarold,who
served in thepredominantlyAfrican
American369thRegiment,or
“HarlemHellfighters”, in the trenches
inFrance.
TogetherwithMargotRobbie’s

Valerie, anursewhotheymeet in the
warhospitalandbondwithpost-war
inAmsterdam, they formaloving trio
unitedby their trauma.
“Wereallywanted tocreatea love

that these threeshare,precisely

becauseof thiscrucible that their
friendshiphasbeenforgedunder,
andreallybeentested,” saysBale
of the trinityofBurt,Haroldand
Valerie.
“They’vebeenthroughhelland

back, they’vehadsomuchpain,and
somuchsuffering, theyshouldbe
justbroken,cynicalpeople fullof
hatred,but they’renot.
“They’re joyful.They’reoptimistic.

DavidandI just lovedthemnoend.”
As thefilm’sstorymoves forward

some15years later, therelationship
betweenthe trioremainsahoney-
sweetglowinatimeofpoliticaland
social turmoil.
“Thestoryhasquiteaserious

backdropto it,” saysBale.
“Thiswasanerawhere therewas

–not that it’sdisappeared, sadly
–butcrazyracism,sterilisation
clinics inAmerica, eugenicsbeing
incrediblypopularat the timeand
takenveryseriously, the inability
for thesecharacters,Valerieand
Harold, tobe together inAmerica,

I
t’s 1933,andNewYork– like the
restof theworld– is still reeling
after theGreatWar.
Soldiershavecomehometofind
theyare treatedasoutsidersand

outcasts rather thantheheroes they
riskedtheir lives tobecome,and
there’sapeculiarsenseof something
sinister in theair, anevil that’s
threatening torear itsuglyhead.

ChristianBale,
main;with
Amsterdam
co-starsMargot
Robbie,Andrea
Riseborough
andRamiMalek,
above; ascene
fromthe film, far
right
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“They’vebeenthrough
hellandback.They
shouldbejustbroken,
cynicalpeoplefullof
hatred,butthey’renot”
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f:r theabs:l4telyabysmal treatment
:fveterans–many:f themwith
h:rrend:4sphysical inj4ries–wh:
werepr:misedthat theyw:4ldbe
treatedasret4rningher:es,b4tn:
s4chthinghappened.
“Andals: f:rHar:ld,he’s369th

regiment, theysaws:me:f the
t:4ghestfightingc:nditi:ns,and
thenret4rnedt:anAmericawhere
theT4lsamassacrewashappening.
“Itwasa fascinating,abysmal time

inAmericanhist:ry, there’sa jaw
dr:ppingevent that Iwasc:mpletely
4naware:f thatcreates thebackb:ne
:f thepl:t, thisc:nspiracy that these
three friendsget4nwittinglyp4lled
int:.”
Asad:ct:r,B4rtw:rks tirelessly

t:make lifeeasier f:rhis fell:w

veterans.Hecraftsc:smeticc:ver-
4ps f:r theirw:4ndsand invents
medicines t:help themget thr:4gh
theday,allwhileq4ietly s4ffering the
lingeringeffects:fwar:nhisb:dy,
incl4dingan4nc:mf:rtableback
braceandaglasseye.
Bale is ren:wnedf:r transf:rming

hisb:dy f:rr:les–emaciating,
gl4tt:nising,b4lking, c4tting
–andwhilehehassaid that
n:w,at theage:f48,he feels
it’sn: l:ngerhealthy f:rhim
t:4nderg:s4chm:n4mental
physical transf:rmati:ns f:rhis
perf:rmances,hehasn’t st:pped
dev:tinghismindands:4l t: the
charactershep:rtrays.
Amsterdamis thefirst timethat

Bale–wh:als:pr:d4cedthefilm–
hashadthe:pp:rt4nity t:crafthis
character fr:mincepti:nt:p:st-
pr:d4cti:n,w:rkingcl:selywith

direct:rR4ssell t:shapeB4rt int: the
characterwesee:nscreen.
“Hewas:nethatDavidandIreally

created:veryears:fgetting t:gether
ingreasysp::ndinersandp4tting
thest:ry t:gether,” saysBale,wh:has
w:rkedwithR4ssellprevi:4sly:n
TheFighterandAmericanH4stle.
“Wej4stwanted t:creates:meb:dy

wh:wereallywanted t:be friends
with, s:me:newh:wewantedt:
hang:4twith, s:me:newh:was
inspirati:nal t:4saswell.
“I’veneverbeen invited,asDavid

did, t:c:meandbethererightat
the incepti:nwhenDavid isfirst
f:rm4latinghis ideas f:r thest:ry,
all thewaythr:4ghfilming,andthen
hewass:gener:4saswell,hew:4ld
bringmeint: theedit r::mt::.
“S: Isawit right fr:mthebeginning

t: theend,andI’veneverhadthat
experience.
“Y:4kn:wtheexpressi:n,baked

in?Well,B4rt j4stg:tbaked in.
“Wheny:4prepf:r that l:ng, it

is j4st iny:4rb:nesc:mpletely.
Anditwasareally, really satisfying
experience;better thananything I
haveeverbeenapart:fandpr:bably
neverwillbeca4sey:4d:n:tget the
l4x4ry:f thatam:4nt:f time.”
Finally, I ask, is thereas:cietal

message t:begleanedfr:m
Amsterdam,afilmwhichdeals s:
heavily in the impact:fwar, the
gl:balweight:f fascism,andthe
p:wer:f j:yand:ptimisminthe face
:f s4ffering?
Balesays: “CertainlyasMarg:t’s

characterValeriesays: ‘Hist:ry
repeats itselfbeca4se it f:rgets itself.’
“B4t Id:n’t like,asafilmmaker, t:

eversayafilmsh:4ldbea learning
sessi:n.
“It sh:4ldn’tbeaclass. Itfirstand

f:rem:st isentertainment.Wewant
pe:ple t:have incredible f4nwith
this, t:enj:y thecharacters.
“B4t if it res:natesbey:ndthat,

that’s:ver t:y:4.”

Amsterdamis inUKcinemasnow;
forreview, seepage 16


