NATALIE O'BRIEN

THOUSANDS of Aussie sin-
gles looking for love report
being sexually harassed, stalked,
sent lurid pictures, and even
having secret pictures taken of
themselves while having sex.

A landmark survey of al-
most 10,000 Australians aged
18 to 54 who have used online
dating sites has unveiled its
seedier and dangerous side.

Instead of finding the part-
ner of their dreams, they re-
ported becoming the victims of
sexually-based crimes includ-
ing having their drinks spiked,
being abused and forced to
perform sex acts.

The report by The Austra-
lian Institute of Criminology,
the first of its kind to explore
technology-facilitated sexual
violence on a national scale,
found three in four dating app
users have been subjected to
online sexual violence.
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Oh baby.
now that's
a bungle

ANNIE LEWIS
& ANGIRA BHARADWAJ

A SHINY new maternity unit
unveiled with much fanfare as
part of a multimillion-dollar
hospital redevelopment can-
not be used by many expectant
mums because of serious “safe-
ty concerns”.

Just weeks after Campbell-
town Hospital's brand new
birthing unit was opened to the
public, pregnant women were
barred from using baths for
water births and crucial pain
relief because they were not
designed properly. The blun-
der has now forced the hospital
to order safety rails so women
and their support people do
not slip while using the baths.

Women in labour are now
offered showers for pain relief
in place of baths.

Labor health spokesman
Ryan Park slammed the gov-
ernment for the error.
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averick movie
magic inspires
& NRL glory

MICHAEL CARAYANNIS & BRENT READ

THE hit Tom Cruise film Top Gun: Maverick and a
hidden pact were the secret inspiration behind the
Panthers’ stunning premiership victory.
In a motivational move dreamt up at a mid-

season camp, each player was issued a call sign

inspired by the movie. Nathan Cleary, pictured in
his Cruise-inspired aviators and naval cap, was
- lceman. The Brian To’o post-try salute was also

. anod to the film. So deep was the theme
_ ingrained into the players that officials had
- °¥ Danger Zone played with eight minutes left in
. & thegrand final across the PA system at Accor
Stadium. The players kept it secret, until now.
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Nathan Cleary in
his Top Gun hat
and (inset) Brian
To'o’s salute.
Picture: NRL
Photos/Gregg
Porteous
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