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Concern at
sex offender
revelations
PARENTS are demanding
answers after learning a con-
victed child sex offender was
allowed to run junior golf
clinics and accompany their
children to events.

The man's criminal past
came to light last week when
SacredHeartCatholic School
confirmed he had been
employed as a contractor to
work on the school grounds.

The Diocese of Wagga
Wagga promptly moved to
ban the man, who was con-
victed almost two decades
ago of sexually abusing an
underage girl, from working
at any of its 31 schools.

The offender's name was
widely circulated on social
media, with parents coming
to the realisation he had
been actively involved in
junior sport, particularly

golf, in recent years.
As a member of a Riverina

golf club, it is understood the
man has conducted coach-
ing sessions for junior golf-
ers, aswell as driven children
to events.

It is also understood the
man has travelled with chil-
dren from another sporting
organisation, in which his
son is involved, on a week-
end trip out of town.

The Daily Advertiser,
which has chosen not to
name either the club or the
organisation at this time,
does not suggest anything
improper has occurred.

However, it has spoken
to a number of concerned
parents, who wish to re-
main anonymous to protect
their children.

One parent expressed
horror at the realisation the
club and organisation had

seemingly failed in their duty
to conduct suitable back-
ground checks.

"I am horrified that the
club doesn't have rules in
place to check who is around
our children when they are
at that vulnerable stage,"
they said.

"I trusted [the sporting or-
ganisation] that these boxes
had all been ticked and they
hadn't been.

"I have had a phone call
from [them] and I know
things are going to change
and that's all I want."

A spokesman for the
sporting organisation said
parents were contacted once
it became aware the man
had a criminal conviction.

"Although no official com-
plaint has been received, [we
are] investigating this matter
thoroughly," he said.

"[The] board and manage-

ment are committed to the
safety and wellbeing of chil-
dren and young people who
participate in [our] activities
or use our services.

"[The organisation] con-
tinually reviews its policies
and procedures in relation to
these matters and, in doing
so, takes advice from rele-

vant experts and provides
ongoing training for its staff."

While frustrated with the
sporting organisation, the
parent said they were more
upset at the golf club.

"I am frustrated the club
didn't come forward and say
'Wemade amistake, we're all
human and this is what we

are going to do now'," they
said.

"Nothing has been said
and that's the hardest thing
to take. They think it can be
swept under the carpet."

The parent said while the
individual in question has
served his time, the chil-
dren's safety has to be put

BY ANNIE LEWIS

QUESTIONS: The same convicted sex offender found working at Sacred Heart Catholic
School recently has also been heavily involved in junior sport.

Doors open: Daily at 9:30am

Friday 5th April to Wednesday 10th April 2019
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(3D) Shazam! 147 min

NEW THIS WEEK - NO FREE TICKETS
3D SURCHARGE of $3 PER TICKET including
3D GLASSES
Fri, Sat: 6:00pm
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed: 3:30pm

Shazam! 147 min
Fri, Sat: 10:30am, 4:15pm, 9:00pm
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed: 10:15am, 5:00pm, 8:15pm

Pet Sematary 116 min
NEW THIS WEEK - NO FREE TICKETS
Fri, Sat: 10:00am, 3:45pm, 7:15pm, 9:30pm
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed: 10:00am, 3:45pm, 6:15pm

At Eternity’s Gate 126 min
NEW THIS WEEK - NO FREE TICKETS
Fri: 10:00am
Sat: 1:15pm
Sun: 2:30pm
Mon: 1:00pm, 8:15pm
Tue: 10:00am, 8:15pm
Wed: 10:00am

Dumbo 127 min
Fri, Sat: 10:30am, 1:00pm, 3:30pm, 7:00pm
Sun: 10:30am, 1:00pm, 6:00pm
Mon: 10:30am, 2:30pm, 6:00pm
Tue: 1:00pm, 2:30pm, 6:00pm
Wed: 10:30am, 2:30pm, 6:00pm

Five Feet Apart 131 min
Fri, Sat: 12:45pm, 4:45pm, 6:45pm
Sun: 10:30am, 5:45pm, 8:30pm
Mon, Tue, Wed: 12:45pm, 5:45pm, 8:30pm

Us 131 min
Fri: 12:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Sat: 10:15am, 4:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed: 10:15am, 4:00pm, 8:30pm

Hotel Mumbai 138 min
Fri: 1:15pm
Sun: 8:15pm
Mon, Tue, Wed: 1:15pm

Swimming with Men 112 min
Fri: 10:00am, 9:30pm

Sat: 9:30pm

Sun: 1:15pm, 6:30pm

Mon, Tue, Wed: 6:30pm

Fighting with My Family 124 min
Fri: 2:30pm, 8:45pm

Sat: 12:15pm, 8:45pm

Sun: 12:15pm, 8:30pm

Mon, Tue, Wed: 12:15pm, 3:15pm, 8:30pm

The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part 122 min

Fri: 12:30pm, 3:00pm

Sat, Sun: 10:00am, 12:30pm, 3:00pm

Mon, Tue, Wed: 12:30pm, 3:00pm

Captain Marvel 139 min
Fri, Sat: 10:15am, 1:30pm, 5:30pm, 8:30pm

Sun: 1:15pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm

Mon, Tue, Wed: 10:30am, 1:15pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm

A Dog’s Way Home 111 min
ALL TICKETS JUST $10 each

Hurry, Must End Soon!

Sat: 2:30pm

Mon: 10:00am

Wed: 1:00pm

Green Book 145 min
ALL TICKETS JUST $10 each

Hurry, Must End Soon!

Tue: 10:15am

Wed: 8:15pm

Metropolitan Opera: Adriana Lecouvreur 255 min
SPECIAL EVENT- NO FREE TICKETS

Includes Light Refreshments during Intermissions

Sunday 7th April: 1:00pm

141.5
143.5
157.5
149.5

E10 ULP 94

Liberty, Shell & Fleet Cards Accepted
Not accepted
Motor Pass,
Motor Charge
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EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au
PHONE 1800 025 308

POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399,
North Richmond, NSW, 2754.

(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural
Bookshop) All prices include GST, p&h.

BILL THE BASTARD
Roland Perry
His name was not used as an insult, but as
a term of endearment. Bill the bastard had
become a legend, a symbol of the courage and
unbreakable will of the Anzacs. A tale of a bond
between a determined trooper and his stoic,
cantankerous mount - one of 200,000 Australian
horses sent to the Middle East in the Great War.

$35.99

ruralbookshop.com.au
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first. "I want the club to ad-
mit this has happened and
then put in place better pro-
tocols so this doesn't happen
again," they said.

The golf club has been
contacted twice for com-
ment in the past week, but
provided no response.

Another parent said while
the individual has served his
time for the crime, there still

needs to be precautions put
in place. "We all make mis-
takes and we are all entitled
to move on with our lives
- perpetrators and victims,"
they said. "Nonetheless,
common sense, protection
of victims and accountability
need to prevail and in this
current situation - it has not.

"Theman himself needs to
take responsibility for poor

decision-making. He knows
his past and shouldbe aware,
independently of clearances
and the like, that he should
not put himself in a position
that makes him susceptible
to questions."

A third parent expressed
similar concerns and said
due to social media, the chil-
dren involved in the golf club
were discussing it.

"It is more concerning that
it has been days and no one
has talked to parents," they
said. "There has been noth-
ing and it becomes Chinese
whispers. Everyone is ring-
ing and saying my daughter
or my son was ... away with
him ... the kids talk about it
constantly."

The offender has been ap-
proached for comment.

THE NSW Working With
Children Check involves a
national criminal history
check and a review of find-
ings of workplace miscon-
duct.

It also includes continu-
ous monitoring once an or-
ganisation lists its employees
and volunteers in the Office
of the Children's Guardian's
system to verify them.

A spokesperson said the
WWCC is one tool organi-
sations need to use to keep
children safe and staff also
need to look at policies and
practices to make sure they
are providing a safe environ-
ment for children.

"The Working With Chil-
dren Check is required for
child-related work - which is
when services are provided
for people under the age of
18 and when the work nor-
mally involves face-to-face
contact with children for ex-
tended periods," the spokes-
person said.

"'Work' includes volun-
teers who are 'working'
although it is unpaid work.

There are also some specific
roles identified in the legis-
lation that requires a check."

The legislation also states
that close relatives, such as
parents, uncles and aunties,
volunteering at their child's
usual school and extracurric-
ular activities do not require
a check. The exception is
that volunteers at overnight
camps for children, even
when their own are present,
do require a check.

In the specific instance
of whether or not parents
need a check when escorting
children to an event depends
on the situation, said the
spokesperson.

"We encourage and pro-
vide training for organisa-
tions to assess the risk to
children in different situa-
tions including transport,"
they said.

"For example, a parent
car-pooling to take a group
of children to training would
not need aWWCC. If parents
are volunteering through the
club and they are providing
transport for children other
than their own, then they
would require aWWCC."

BY ANNIE LEWIS

What is the
legislation?

mgmotor.com.au

$15990
ÿ

from
driveaway

• Apple CarPlay and Bluetooth
• 6 Airbags
• Rear camera and sensors
• Alloy wheels
• 8” Colour touch screen

There’s never been a better time to buy an MG

~$22,990 is the driveway price for MGZS Excite MY19 Model excluding metallic paint (RRP $500).∞$15,990 is the driveway price for MG3 CoreAuto MY19 Model excluding metallic paint (RRP $500).†$25,490 is the driveaway price for MGGS Core MY17.5 excluding metallic paint (RRP $500).
^7 year factory warranty & !7 year roadside assistanceT&C’s at www.mgmotor.com.au/warranty. Offer valid until May 30, 2019 unless sold out. Not available to fleet, govt, rental, hire car or chauffeur buyers. <DL8246>

Thomas Bros MG | 77 Dobney Avenue, WaggaWagga | Ph 02 6926 0580 On all models shown

$25490
†

from
driveaway

• Cruise control
• Leather steering wheel
• Rear camera and sensors
• 17” Alloy wheels
• Colour touch screen $22990

~

from
driveaway

• Apple CarPlay and Bluetooth
• 8” Colour touch screen
• 6 Speaker Yamaha 3D sound field
• Rear camera and sensors
• Fog lamps

British Style.
Famous Badge.


