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486
cases of 
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76 
human 
deaths

562 
deaths of 

exotic 
animals

543 
serious 
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to humans
244 
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zoos, circuses, and 

private homes 
since 1990

2287
incidents

Comprehensive 
and Total Ban

Partial Ban

Licensing 
System in Place

No Ban

85% of invasive reptile species 
in Florida alone were introduced 

through the exotic pet trade.
Only four states have no state-wide laws 

regulating the possession of exotic animals.

TOLL OF THE TRADE
The international exotic pet trade is worth up to $42.8 billion dollars per year. 
About $20 billion of that trade is illegal. Read on to learn how the exotic pet 

market harms humans, animals, and the environment.

Rabies

Influenza

Q Fever

Tuberculosis

Ebola

COVID-19

75% of emerging diseases are zoonotic. 
The exotic pet trade is a major contrib-

utor to their spread.

In recent years, politicians have created several bills to stop the exploitation of wild 
animals in captivity. Of the five most recent federal bills, only the 

Big Cat Public Safety Act has passed.

Jan.
2021

May
2021

Oct.
2021

Nov.
2021

Preventing Future 
Pandemics Act:
would shut down 

commercial wildlife 
markets globally.  

July
2022

Captive Primate 
Safety Act:

would prohibit private 
possession or sale of 

wild primates.  

Refuge from Cruel 
Trapping Act:

would prohibit the use 
of inhumane traps in 

wildlife refuges.  

Traveling Exotic 
Animal Act:

would prohibit the use 
of wild animals in 
traveling circuses.  

Big Cat Public 
Safety Act:

prohibits the private 
ownership of big cats.


