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Personal Initiatives
The biggest initiative I took this year was taking on the position of co-editor for sports without any prior
knowledge or experience in sports writing. I was originally a news reporter when I first joined the
Dragon Press but by the end of the year I knew I wanted to tackle the challenge of a higher position.
Athletics are being introduced to Foothill Technology High School for the first time in its history next
year and, thus, a new sports section is being added to the Dragon Press as well. It will be a challenge
to teach something I have never learned myself but at the same time I'm excited to start from the
ground up with my fellow co-editor and the rest of the staff behind us in support. Throughout the year I
have also taken smaller acts of initiative, most recently being the time I volunteered to help our editorin-chief edit articles over the weekend. She really needed the help and I was the one to raise my hand
and dedicate my weekend when no one else would. Initiative is what separates us as journalists;
without it, we would not have a publication.

"Teen Voice launches fifth year of
'Homeless Essentials Needs
Project' " - Although this might be
my least popular article, I am
particularly proud of it because I
took a topic that many may have
considered 'boring' and made it
relevant to the community. I
decided to dive deeper into this
story than just the surface and
find someone at our school who
was actually impacted by these
programs that help the homeless.
I succeeded and, ultimately, I
was proud of myself for seeking
out the 'better' story rather than
opting to write just the basic
coverage.

Character
Cooperation is one of the most important character traits a journalist can have. It takes teamwork to
manage and keep a publication running smoothly. It takes more than one person to make a publication
great. It takes cooperation on the part of a whole to make a publication successful. Working with others
is something I have always enjoyed and this has only strengthened this past year in being part of such
a close-knit staff and writing articles with my peers. I believe it's important for everyone to be involved
and, although each person has their own strengths and varying ideas, cooperation is the key for a
trusting staff and an award-winning publication.

Skills
Using/ Embedding forms of media
(Advanced)
<1 Years Experience, (Currently in use)

Recording/editing/embedding audio from Soundcloud and/or relevant tweets.

Ability to work under pressure
(Intermediate)
<1 Years Experience, (Currently in use)

Many times have I been forced to crank out an article on deadline, especially when covering an event
the same day, which was stressful (to say the least) but I also found it made me more proactive.

Comfortable with interviewing others
(Expert)<1 Years Experience, (Currently in use)

"Brittany Richardson wins firstever Stevie Wonder Student Star
Award" - I jumped at the
opportunity to cover this article
because if there's one topic I love
to write about, it's highlighting the
students on our campus. I felt it
was my duty to properly honor
and feature this particular student
due to the challenges she has
had to overcome in her life as
well as this very special
achievement that was presented
to her by Stevie Wonder. I also
contacted and interviewed
national sources and people from
the organization who presented
the award to her i order to bring
more authenticity into my article
and to elevate my writing.
Unfortunately, Stevie Wonder did
not reply to my calls but the
article still ended up being one of
my best works.
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I have always been known to be a 'people person' and I find myself comfortable around the company
of others. This has only strengthened over the past year in having to approach and talk to strangers for
interviews.

Communication

(Expert)

1-2 Years Experience, (Currently in use)

Communication is arguably one of the most important assets to any organization. This is why I forced
myself this year especially to better communicate with my peers and get my ideas or points across and
the result has been nothing but success.

Writing

(Expert)

<1 Years Experience, (Currently in use)

Journalism has improved my writing capabilities vastly since I enrolled in the program. I can crank out
a well-written piece on deadline with the experience journalism has provided for me.

Community
I am actively involved in the art community and have volunteered for the past two years at Focus on
the Masters, a local non-profit art organization here in Ventura, and am a member of Foothill's Art
Club. I have also been dancing since the age of three and dedicate numerous hours to the art of ballet
and jazz throughout the week. Over the summer I volunteered as a counselor-in-training at a camp for
troubled youth for two weeks and I plan to return this summer as it was one of the best experiences of
my life. I also plan to become a part of Foothill's first athletics program next year by joining golf and
swim.

"Foothill girls help lead Ventura
basketball to CIF championships"
- This was my first sports feature
as well as my first article written
with my co-editor and it couldn't
have gone better. Shedding light
on the strong athletes of our nonathletic school was rewarding in
that we gave those athletes the
recognition they deserved (these
players won first place in the CIF
championships). Interviewing all
of the players involved and
flagging down their coach from
another high school across town
was not easy, but it all came
together smoothly and I was
honored to write an article for this
amazing group of athletes.
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